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Incorporating ARCHITECTURE & THE BRITISH ARCHITECT 


THE BUILDER HOUSE, CATHERINE STREET, ALDWYCH, LONDON, WC2 


Telephones : 
Vol. clxxxv June 11, 195% No. 5808 
THIS WEEK’S NEWS 
RESULTS of the ‘‘ Canadian House’’ competition. p. 1013 


THE USE OF GAMMA RAYS to destroy wood-boring beetles 
in ancient timbers is referred to on p. 1035 


THE HOUSING MEDAL AWARDS are on p. 1048 





The Birthday Honours 


HE list of recipients of awards in the Birthday Honours, 
announced on June 10, contains the following names 
associated with the Building Industry : 


KNIGHTHOODS 


RICHARD R. CosTAIN, CBE, 
chmn. and joint man. dir., 
Richard Costain, Ltd. 

Howarp M. RoBERTSON, MC, 
President, RIBA. 

ARTHUR G. STEPHENSON, 
CMG, MC, of Melbourne. For 
services to architecture. 

f . S. Waters, VC, 
chmn., South Staffs Water- 
works Co. For services to 


MOHLG. 






KBE 
I. A. R. STEDEFORD, chmn. 
and man. dir., Tube Invest- 
ments Ltd., Birmingham. 


CMG: GRAHAM MorcaN, Dir. 
of Public Works, Tanganyika. 

IMPERIAL SERVICE 
ORDER—COMPANIONS : 
F. K. Brack, Sen. Arch. and 
Survyr., Dept. of Agric., Scot- 
land. S. G. HaNsrorD, MBE, 
Chief Executive Officer, 
MOHLG. D. MorreLL, Chief 
Maint. Survyr., MOW. 

CBE: C. A. K._INNEs- 
WILSON, OBE, Survyr. General, 
Pakistan ; DOYLE, 
Victoria, Australia, for services 
to the building industry ; 
S. J. W. Goocn, Chief Civil 
: Eng., Office of the Crown 
Agents for Overseas Govts. and Administrations ; H. G. HERRINGTON, man. dir., 
High Duty Alloys Ltd., Slough; E. V. KELLEY, Timber Dir., Min. of Materials ; 
NORMAN LONGLEY, chmn., James Longley and Co. Ltd., builders, Crawley ; 
S. A. W. JOHNSON-MarSHALL, Chief Arch., Ministry of Education ; H. J. RAYNER, 
Chief Quant. Survyr., MOHLG; Mrs. F. M. SMITH, Australia, for services to 
the Commonwealth Govt. on matters of interior decorating; W. S. A. WINTER, 
OBE, Assistant Sec., MOW. 


OBE: H. F. Bittimoria, MBE, Chief Arch., Pubiic Works Dept., Ceylon ; 
W. J. Eves, Chief Estate Survyr., MOW; E. E. HALL, Sen. Housing Insp., 
MOHLG ;. W. M. HAMPTON, tech. dir. and gen. man., Chance Bros. Ltd., Smeth- 
wick ; ‘T’. E. Murray, MBE, Principal, MOHLG ; Eric REILY, Sen. Arch., Min. of 
Finance, Northern Ireland; F. S. SNow, prin., Frederick S. Snow and Partners, 
‘consitg. engs.; W. L. WiLson, Suptndg. Eng., MOW; and B. O. A. PLUMMER, 
Dir. of Housing, Tasmania. 


Howard Robertson (Knighthood). 


R. R. Costain (Knighthood). Normar Longley (CBE). 


Temple Bar 6251-2-3-4 


HOUSING IN NORTHERN IRELAND 


HEN aa sstatutory authority comes within sight of its 
tenth birthday and finds that the years have brought it 
strength, stature and wisdom, not only may it congratulate 
itself but it is rightly deserving of the congratulations of 
others, and not only those who have benefited by its work. 
The Northern Ireland Housing Trust, set up by Act of 
Parliament as a public authority in February, 1945, and now 
nearing completion of its first decade of life, has certain points 
about it which make it unique among housing trusts. 

The Trust conceives as its primary responsibility to produce 
houses to let within the rent-paying capacity of the Northern 
Ireland tenant, and due partly to a generous subsidy 
from the Northern Ireland Government and partly to 
ingenious planning, economical layout and keen administra- 
tion it has managed to keep the standard rent of a 3-bedroom 
house of 980 sq. ft. to 16s. weekly, with a smaller type of 
775 sq. ft. at 12s. 6d. A one-room flat can be rented for ros. 
and an old people’s home for 6s. 6d. Such rents are standard 
all over the province. 

These rents have been maintained notwithstanding the rise 
in building costs noted in Northern Ireland as elsewhere. 
To do so has meant that there has been some cutting down in 
the later estates on internal fitments to offset rising costs, 
but in design, layout, planting and landscaping the standards 
everywhere maintained are equal to anything that can be seen 
elsewhere, as is shown by the selection of the Trust’s work 
reproduced in this issue. The estates, now 82 in number, 
reflect the highest credit on the Trust’s most able technical 
staff. 

What has been done is the more remarkable in that the Trust 
started from scratch in a country which had practically no 
experience of large-scale housing. Northern Ireland in effect 
began in 1945 where Great Britain had started in 1919. 
The Trust had no land purchased nor sites partially developed. 
There was little experience of housing work on any scale to 
draw upon, and there was an extreme shortage of the principal 
building materials. Northern Ireland, for instance, has not 
the variety of plentiful brick available in England; stone 
is scarce and costly ; and many items of material and equip- 
ment have to be imported. 

That these difficulties have been surmounted to the extent 
that in nine years no fewer than 12,451 houses have been built 
and a further 3,400 are either under construction or are 
contracted for, is due principally to an admirable blend of 
idealism with realistic administrative ability of the five 
members of the Trust and to Sir Lucius O’Brien, their full- 
time chairman, all of whom have been members from the 
outset and all of whom give their services without salary or 
fee. Though appointed in the previous February only, the 
Trust had by the June of 1945 let its first road contract, and 
two months later placed its first house contract. Within the 
first 18 months 14 different sites had been acquired and 
contracts for 3,000 houses placed. Improvisation had certainly 
worked! A technical staff was built up, materials were 
imported, and non-traditional forms of housing were investi- 
gated. Just over half of the total houses so far built are on 
non-traditional methods. It is interesting to note that 
between these and traditional brick dwellings there has been 
no marked difference in costs. 

If the Trust has had its difficulties it has had its advantages. 
Chief among these, perhaps, from the viewpoint of the 
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architect in England is the greater flexibility in planning 
enjoyed in Northern Ireland. While the Ministry of Health 
and Local Government prescribes overall standards, the 
requirements are not as rigid as in the United Kingdom. 
For instance, living-room and kitchen accommodation must 
together conform to certain minimum requirements and the 
total bedroom area can be spread over the number of rooms 
as the architect decides, subject to the smallest bedroom being 
up to a minimum requirement. Architects can thus plan 
with greater freedom, good room shapes more naturally arise, 
and economy with convenience can be achieved. In a number 
of the house plans, too, the bathroom is on the ground floor ; 
contrary to what may be described as the official view in 
England, complaints are practically unknown. Again, being a 
business set-up run by business people, the Trust is able to 
exercise close control over costs. Thus it does not hesitate 
to reject contracts when prices seem to be uneconomical, and 
for this reason in the 1947/48 period it placed practically none. 
That to-day, even with higher costs, the Trust maintains its 
rents unaltered, and by so doing exerts a stabilising influence 
in the economy of the province, is its own testimonial. The 
enthusiasm of the contractors generally is most marked. 

Due in large measure to the close relationship between the 
members of the Trust and the technical staff, an enviable 
fluidity in house design is achieved. ‘There have been four 
main stages of planning development brought about by 
changes of emphasis on needs. Thus the Trust, while at 
one end of the scale still housing old persons at 6s. 6d. weekly, 
is now building a proportion of new and better semi-detached 
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villas at 22s. 6d. for those able and willing to pay for a rzther 
better-type house. 

The Trust, which finances its building programme by ‘vans 
from the Government repayable over 60 years, undertak¢s its 
own management. The scale of this is shown by the present 
rent roll, which is £420,000 annually, arrears at March last 
being only £302. Management is by women _ housing 
managers trained on Octavia Hill lines. They implement the 
guiding policy of the Trust which is to help in making homes 
rather than just to build houses. The relations between the 
housing managers and the tenants are extremely good, 
Some interesting data on the family income and how it 
is expended is expected from an inquiry recently undertaken 
by the Department of Social Studies of the Queen’s University 
of Belfast; this should have an important bearing on home- 
making. 

The Trust has so far been dealing- mainly with those who 
have never had a house. At no time has any real slum 
clearance been done in Northern Ireland but the Trust has, 
in fact, taken some initial steps towards this. The need will 
increasingly make itself felt to undertake the rehabilitation of 
slum-dwellers and to teach them to live in an ordered and 
orderly community. Some agency must meet this need, 
No doubt the primary responsibility is that of the Local 
Authorities, but those who have had the privilege of seeing 
at first-hand the human and practical approach of the Northern 
Ireland Housing Trust to its own work must feel that this is a 
task which ideally should be pioneered by people who have 
proved themselves. 





NOTES & NEWS 


SCULPTURE FOR HARLOW 13, 


ENRY MOORE has been commis- 
sioned by the Harlow Art Trust to 
make a large sculpture in stone to stand out 
of doors on the green near Latton Parish 
Church. The sculpture is to be more than 
life-size and will be a ‘‘ Family Group,” 
representing a young father and mother 
seated with their child on the mother’s knee. 
It will be carved in Hadene stone, a light- 
coloured marble from Derbyshire, where 
the five-ton block has already been quar- 


Suffolk-street, 


Appreciation of Old Buildings’’ at the 
annual meeting of the Council for Visual 
Education to be held on June 17 at 
Swi. 


Abercrombie will preside. 


IRAQ BANK HEAD OFFICE 


Mr. T. Cecrt Howitt, 
visiting Baghdad to inspect a site reserved 
for the head office of the National Bank of 
Iraq. He is one of a panel of three assessors 
to whom the Iraqi Government have 
invited 16 architects to submit designs. 


75 YEARS OF SERVICE 


OuR CONTEMPORARY, The Contract 
Journal, with its issue of June 3, completéd 
75 years of service to building and public 
works with a special issue to which the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment and the Minister of Works joined 
with leaders of the industry in sending 
good wishes. We should like to associate 
ourselves in extending congratulations. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. HERBERT JACKSON, FRIBA, of 
Birmingham, has been appointed by 


Sir Patrick 


FRIBA, is 





ried. It should be unveiled next spring. 

The announcement was made by Sir 
Philip Hendy, Director of the National 
Gallery, speaking as chairman of the 
Harlow Art Trust, at a ceremony at 
Harlow New Town last week in connec- 
tion with a sculpture by the late Percy 
Portsmouth already acquired by the Trust. 
This is a bronze fountain in the form of a 
*“ Boy with a Dolphin” in the centre of 
a new paddling pool. 

The Harlow Art Trust has been 
recently constituted to acquire works of 
art for Harlow New Town. A fund has 
been raised by subscriptions from a 
number of donors, but Sir Philip Hendy 
pointed out that the works of art needed 
for the New Town had to be on a large 
scale and that the fund therefore could not 
be too large. He appealed for subscrip- 
tions to be sent to Mr. J. R. Jacques 
Honorary Clerk to the Trustees, or to 
Mr. W. Eric Adams, CBE, General 
Manager of Harlow Development Cor- 
poration, one of the four Trust members. 


OLD BUILDINGS 


THe Eart or Euston, who is deputy 
chairman of the Society for the Protection 
of Ancient Buildings, will speak on ‘“‘ The 





CANADIAN HOUSE COMPETITION. Shown above is the International 
Award in this competition, won by Knud Peter Harboe (Denmark). 
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,arwick Corporation as consultant for the 
rout of the proposed new £1,250,000 
mcy Housing Estate, at Warwick. Mr. 

ksor) Was joint author with Sir Patrick 
Iyercrombie of the West Midlands Plan. 


Mr. S. G. V. Mitiican, ARIBA, 


erly chief assistant architect to the 
ty of Birmingham Education Com- 
has been appointed principal 
for schools under the city 

, Birmingham. 


Mr. J. W. HENDERSON, BSc, MInstCE, 
present chief engineer of the Hemel 
fempstead Development Corporation, is 
rinquishing this post in order to take up 
ie appointment of chief executive officer 
i the Lagos Executive Development 
hard, Lagos, Nigeria. 

Mr. GERALD LEO GOULDEN, at present 
istrict surveyor for Bethnal Green, 
london, has been appointed building 
uveyor to Liverpool Corporation. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. RICHARDS AND TROLLOPE, chartered archi- 
tes, of 14, Sackville-street, London, .1, announce 
tt the use of their old London telephone number has 
hen terminated; the new numbers are: Regent 
mil-2, The firm also announce the opening of an 
dice at — Chambers, Newport, Mon. (tel. : 
Newport 57 89). 

Mr. RICHARD SUDELL, FILA, has_ changed his 
wiress and is now practising from 2 , Guilford-place, 
WCi(tel.: Chancery 7286). 

The London address of Mr. K.H., Bote, FRICS, char- 
ted quantity surveyor, is now 20, Lowndes-street 
london, SW1. 


FROM “‘ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, Fune 10, 1854 


(N THE DATE which heads this notice our 
‘mergetic and much reverenced Queen 
will formally open the Crystal Palace at 
Sydenham, surrounded by, we hope, a 
nighty crowd of her faithful and loving 
ubjects. "This visit must be regarded as a 
gaceful homage to private enterprise 
directed towards the improvement and 
cevation of the people. In no other 
wuntry in the world could such a structure 
lave been raised in such a way... 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


CANADIAN HOUSE OF 
TO-MORROW 


THE ASSESSORS in the international 
competition for the ‘“‘ Canadian House of 
To-morrow ’’—organised by the McGill 
University School of Architecture for 
Calvert House—have made their award. 
There were over 650 designs entered for 
the competition which was not. open to 
USA architects. The award is : 


International Award ($5,000): Knud Peter Harboe 
Hegelsvej 10, Charlottenlund, Denmark. European 
Award ($2,500): Gardner Ertman, 37, Buckingham- 
terrace, Edinburgh, Scotland. Canadian Award 
($2,500): Geoffrey E. Hacker, 6, Eastgate, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. 

Honourable Mentions (each carrying a $200 prize): 

.-L. Lalonde, 78, rue Blomet, Paris, France; G. S. 
Abram and J. B. Craig, 20, Lanbrooke- avenue, Willow- 
dale, Ontario; H. Scasny, Geibelgasse, 8, Vienna XV, 
Austria; E. Defty, ARIBA (British), 318, William 
James Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. ; 
R. R. Séderlind, Baunegirdsvej, 8, Gentofte, Denmark: 
Victor Prus, ARIBA, 15, Court House- avenue, Brock- 
ville, Ontario ; D. Cordwell, ARIBA (British), 
4830, North Taiman-avenue, Chicago 25, Illinois ; 
2 Abma, Keizersgracht 814, Amsterdam, Netherlands : 
T. B. Gourlay, Stud. RIBA, 25, Bywater-street, 
Chelsea, SW3; and G. M. Fullman, Stud. RIBA, 
9A, Honeyhill-road, Bracknell, Berks. 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, JUNE 14 
Society OF WOMEN ARTISTS.—93rd_ exhibition of 
painting, sculpture and crafts. Royal Institute Galleries, 
195, Piccadilly, W1. 10 am.—5 p.m. Continuing 
open until June 29. 
TUESDAY, JUNE 15 
RIBA.—Discussion on Model Building By-laws 
introduced by Mr. R. A. Simons, of the Building 
Research Station. 66, Portland-place, Wl. 6 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, J#UNE 16 

LCC CENTRAL SCHOOL OF ARTS AND CRAFTS.—Pre- 
sentation of diplomas and exhibition of work. County 
Hall, Westminster Bridge, SE1. 3 p.m. Exhibition 
will remain open until June 18, 

THURSDAY, JUNE 17 

BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.—AGM. 47, 
Bedford-square, WCl. 12.30 p.m. 

COUNCIL FOR VISUAL EDUCATION.—Annual meeting, 
Speaker, the Earl of Euston, deputy chairman, Societ 
for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, on “ ThY 
Appreciation of Old Buildings.’’ 13, Suffolk-street® 
SW1. 2.15 p.m. 

ENGLISH JOINERY MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION.— 
Luncheon to celebrate fiftieth anniversary of EJMA 
Claridges, Brook-street, W1. 1.15 p.m. 
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CANADIAN HOUSE COMPETITION. The plan of the International Award 


in this competition. 


The assessors’ award is given on this page. 








DESIGN fOR WORKERS 


AcantHos— 


‘‘And to ensure we infuse the 
right spirit into our union, 
there will be a daily issue of 


vodka!”’ 











CORRESPONDENCE 


LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your editorial on “‘ Local Author- 
ity Contracts ’’ (May 28) is a necessary 

and timely reminder to the professional 
and commercial sides of the industry of the 
difficulties that have arisen due to iniquit- 
ous and bureaucratic methods forced 
upon them. Local authorities, refusing 
to accept agreed final accounts until they 
have checked them, can and do, by their 
delays, cause financial embarrassment to 
the smaller firm and thereby increase 
building costs. It is true that under the 
RIBA Form of Contract there is no 
provision for such treatment, but it 
should be asked ‘‘ Can the architect be 
expected to certify before his client has 
carried out his own check? Will he 
certify to enable one to enforce payment ?”” 


Whilst I should deplore the passing of 
the RIBA Form of Contract, I have for a 
long time held the opinion that suitable 
amendments could be invoked which 
would reasonably protect all interested 
parties concerned in the industry, and 
thus enable the RIBA contract to be more 
representative of modern practice, the 
ramifications of which are so different 
from pre-war conditions. A standardised 
basis of contract must surely encourage 
confidence and better understanding, and, 
with this view in mind, any proposed 
revisions would be better dealt with by 
full co-operation with all parties whose 
concern is to build as efficiently and 
cheaply as possible. 


Can the existing Committee controlling 
the RIBA Form of Contract seize the 
opportunity and settle the matter once 
and for all? 

FRANK Woopcock, Director, 
The Helical Bar and Engineering 
Co., Ltd. 
82, Victoria-street, SW1. 
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architect in England is the greater flexibility in planning 
enjoyed in Northern Ireland. While the Ministry of Health 
and Local Government prescribes overall standards, the 
requirements are not as rigid as in the United Kingdom. 
For instance, living-room and kitchen accommodation must 
together conform to certain minimum requirements and the 
total bedroom area can be spread over the number of rooms 
as the architect decides, subject to the smallest bedroom being 
up to a minimum requirement. Architects can thus plan 
with greater freedom, good room shapes more naturally arise, 
and economy with convenience can be achieved. In a number 
of the house plans, too, the bathroom is on the ground floor ; 
contrary to what may be described as the official view in 
England, complaints are practically unknown. Again, being a 
business set-up run by business people, the Trust is able to 
exercise close control over costs. Thus it does not hesitate 
to reject contracts when prices seem to be uneconomical, and 
for this reason in the 1947/48 period it placed practically none. 
That to-day, even with higher costs, the Trust maintains its 
rents unaltered, and by so doing exerts a stabilising influence 
in the economy of the province, is its own testimonial. The 
enthusiasm of the contractors generally is most marked. 

Due in large measure to the close relationship between the 
members of the Trust and the technical staff, an enviable 
fluidity in house design is achieved. ‘There have been four 
main stages of planning development brought about by 
changes of emphasis on needs. Thus the Trust, while at 
one end of the scale still housing old persons at 6s. 6d. weekly, 
is now building a proportion of new and better semi-detached 


THE BUILDER 





June 11 1954 






















villas at 22s. 6d. for those able and willing to pay for a re‘her 
better-type house. 

The Trust, which finances its building programme by !oans 
from the Government repayable over 60 years, undertakes its 
own management. The scale of this is shown by the present 
rent roll, which is £420,000 annually, arrears at March last 
being only £302. Management is by women housing 
managers trained on Octavia Hill lines. They implement the 
guiding policy of the Trust which is to help in making homes 
rather than just to build houses. The relations between the 
housing managers and the tenants are extremely good, 
Some interesting data on the family income and how it 
is expended is expected from an inquiry recently undertaken 
by the Department of Social Studies of the Queen’s University 
of Belfast; this should have an important bearing on home- 
making. 

The Trust has so far been dealing- mainly with those who 
have never had a house. At no time has any real slum 
clearance been done in Northern Ireland but the Trust has, 
in fact, taken some initial steps towards this. The need will 
increasingly make itself felt to undertake the rehabilitation of 
slum-dwellers and to teach them to live in an ordered and 
orderly community. Some agency must meet this need. 
No doubt the primary responsibility is that of the Local 
Authorities, but those who have had the privilege of seeing 
at first-hand the human and practical approach of the Northern 
Ireland Housing Trust to its own work must feel that this is a 
task which ideally should be pioneered by people who have 
proved themselves. 





YEARS OF SERVICE 


NOTES & NEWS 


SCULPTURE FOR HARLOW 


HEXY MOORE has been commis- 
sioned by the Harlow Art Trust to 
make a large sculpture in stone to stand out 
of doors on the green near Latton Parish 
Church. The sculpture is to be more than 
life-size and will be a ‘‘ Family Group,”’ 
representing a young father and mother 
seated with their child on the mother’s knee. 
It will be carved in Hadene stone, a light- 
coloured marble from Derbyshire, where 
the five-ton block has already been quar- 
ried. It should be unveiled next spring. 

The announcement was made by Sir 
Philip Hendy, Director of the National 
Gallery, speaking as chairman of the 
Harlow Art Trust, at a ceremony at 
Harlow New Town last week in connec- 
tion with a sculpture by the late Percy 
Portsmouth already acquired by the Trust. 
This is a bronze fountain in the form of a 
** Boy with a Dolphin ’”’ in the centre of 
a new paddling pool. 

The Harlow Art Trust has been 
recently constituted to acquire works of 
art for Harlow New Town. A fund has 
been raised by subscriptions from a 
number of donors, but Sir Philip Hendy 
pointed out that the works of art needed 
for the New 'Town had to be on a large 
scale and that the fund therefore could not 
be too large. He appealed for subscrip- 
tions to be sent to Mr. J. R. Jacques 
Honorary Clerk to the Trustees, or to 
Mr. W. Eric Adams, CBE, General 
Manager of Harlow Development Cor- 
poration, one of the four Trust members. 


OLD BUILDINGS 


THE Eart oF Euston, who is deputy 
chairman of the Society for the Protection 
of Ancient Buildings, will speak on ‘‘ The 



































Appreciation of Old Buildings’? at the 75 


annual meeting of the Council for Visual 
Education to be held on June 17 at 
13, Suffolk-street, SW1. Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie will preside. 


IRAQ BANK HEAD OFFICE 


Mr. T. Cecit Howitt, FRIBA, is 
visiting Baghdad to inspect a site reserved 
for the head office of the National Bank of 
Iraq. He is one of a panel of three assessors 
to whom the Iraqi Government have 
invited 16 architects to submit designs. 


OuR CONTEMPORARY, The Contract 
Journal, with its issue of June 3, completed 
75 years of service to building and public 
works with a special issue to which the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment and the Minister of Works joined 
with leaders of the industry in sending 
good wishes. We should like to associate 
ourselves in extending congratulations. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. HERBERT JACKSON, FRIBA, of 
Birmingham, has been appointed by 
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CANADIAN HOUSE COMPETITION. Shown above is the International 
Award in this competition, won by Knud Peter Harboe (Denmark). 
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Warwick Corporation as consultant for the 
layout of the proposed new £1,250,000 
Percy Housing Estate, at Warwick. Mr. 
Jackson was joint author with Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie of the West Midlands Plan. 


Mr. S. G. V. Muitiican, ARIBA, 
formerly chief assistant architect to the 
City of Birmingham Education Com- 
mittee, has been appointed principal 
architect for schools under the city 
architect, Birmingham. 


Mr. J. W. HENDERSON, BSc, MInstCE, 
at present chief engineer of the Hemel 
Hempstead Development Corporation, is 
relinquishing this post in order to take up 
the appointment of chief executive officer 
of the Lagos Executive Development 
Board, Lagos, Nigeria. 


Mr. GERALD LEO GOULDEN, at present 
district surveyor for Bethnal Green, 
London, has been appointed building 
surveyor to Liverpool Corporation. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. RICHARDS AND 'TROLLOPE, chartered archi- 
tects, of 14, Sackville-street, London, W.1, announce 
that the use of their old London telephone number has 
been terminated; the new numbers are: Regent 
7461-2. The firm also announce the opening of an 
office at Westgate Chambers, Newport, Mon. (tel. : 
Newport 5789). : 

Mr. RICHARD SuDELL, FILA, has _ changed his 
address and is now practising from 2, Guilford-place, 
WC1 (tel.: Chancery 7286). 

The London address of Mr. K. H. BOLE, FRICS, char- 
tered quantity surveyor, is now 20, Lowndes-street 
London, SW1. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, Fune 10, 1854 


ON THE DATE which heads this notice our 
energetic and much reverenced Queen 
will formally open the Crystal Palace at 
Sydenham, surrounded by, we hope, a 
mighty crowd of her faithful and loving 
subjects. This visit must be regarded as a 
graceful homage to private enterprise 
directed towards the improvement and 
elevation of the people. In no other 
country in the world could such a structure 
have been raised in such a way... 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


CANADIAN HOUSE OF 
TO-MORROW 


THE ASSESSORS in the _ international 
competition for the ‘“‘ Canadian House of 
To-morrow ’’—organised by the McGill 
University School of Architecture for 
Calvert House—have made their award. 
There were over 650 designs entered for 
the competition which was not. open to 
USA architects. The award is : 


International Award ($5,000): Knud Peter Harboe 
Hegelsvej 10, Charlottenlund, Denmark. European 
Award ($2,500): Gardner Ertman, 37, Buckingham- 
terrace, Edinburgh, Scotland. Canadian Award 
($2,500): Geoffrey E. Hacker, 6, Eastgate, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. 

Honourable Mentions (each carrying a $200 prize) : 
J.-L. Lalonde, 78, rue Blomet, Paris, France; G. S. 
Abram and J. B. Craig, 20, Lanbrooke-avenue, Willow- 
dale, Ontario; H. Scasny, Geibelgasse, 8, Vienna XV, 
Austria; E. Defty, ARIBA (British), 318, William 
James Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. ; 
R. R. Séderlind, Baunegardsvej, 8, Gentofte, Denmark; 
Victor Prus, ARIBA, 15, Court House-avenue, Brock- 
ville, Ontario ; D. Cordwell, ARIBA (British), 
4830, North Talman-avenue, Chicago 25, Illinois ; 
J. Abma, Keizersgracht 814, Amsterdam, Netherlands ; 
T. B. Gourlay, Stud. RIBA, 25, Bywater-street, 
Chelsea, SW3; and G. M. Fullman, Stud. RIBA, 
9A, Honeyhill-road, Bracknell, Berks. 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, JUNE 14 
Society OF WOMEN ARTISTS.—938rd_ exhibition of 
painting, sculpture and crafts. Royal Institute Galleries, 
195, Piccadilly, W1. 10 am.—5 p.m. Continuing 
open until June 29. 
TUESDAY, JUNE 15 
RIBA.—Discussion on Model Building By-laws 
introduced by Mr. R. A. Simons, of the Building 
Research Station. 66, Portland-place, Wl. 6 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16 
LCC CENTRAL SCHOOL OF ARTS AND CRAFTS.—Pre- 
sentation of diplomas and exhibition of work. County 
Hall, Westminster Bridge, SE1. 3 p.m. Exhibition 
will remain open until June 18, 


THURSDAY, #UNE 17 

BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.—AGM. 
Bedford-square, WCl. 12.30 p.m. 

COUNCIL FOR VISUAL EDUCATION.—Annual meeting, 
Speaker, the Earl of Euston, deputy chairman, Societ 
for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, on ‘‘ ThY 
Appreciation of Old Buildings.’? 13, Suffolk-street® 
SW1. 2.15 p.m. 

ENGLISH JOINERY MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION.— 
Luncheon to celebrate fiftieth anniversary of EJMA 
Claridges, Brook-street, W1. 1.15 p.m. 


47, 











in this competition. 








The assessors’ award is given on this page. 





CANADIAN HOUSE COMPETITION. The plan of the International Award 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your editorial on ‘“‘ Local Author- 
ity Contracts ’’ (May 28) is a necessary 

and timely reminder to the professional 
and commercial sides of the industry of the 
difficulties that have arisen due to iniquit- 
ous and bureaucratic methods forced 
upon them. Local authorities, refusing 
to accept agreed final accounts until they 
have checked them, can and do, by their 
delays, cause financial embarrassment to 
the smaller firm and thereby increase 
building costs. It is true that under the 
RIBA Form of Contract there is no 
provision for such treatment, but it 
should be asked ‘Can the architect be 
expected to certify before his client has 
carried out his own check? Will he 
certify to enable one to enforce payment ?”’ 


Whilst I should deplore the passing of 
the RIBA Form of Contract, I have for a 
long time held the opinion that suitable 
amendments could be invoked which 
would reasonably protect all interested 
parties concerned in the industry, and 
thus enable the RIBA contract to be more 
representative of modern practice, the 
ramifications of which are so different 
from pre-war conditions. A standardised 
basis of contract must surely encourage 
confidence and better understanding, and, 
with this view in mind, any proposed 
revisions would be better dealt with by 
fuil co-operation with all parties whose 
concern is to build as efficiently and 
cheaply as possible. 


Can the existing Committee controlling 
the RIBA Form of Contract seize the 
opportunity and settle the matter once 
and for all? 

FRANK Woopcock, Director, 
The Helical Bar and Engineering 
Co., Ltd. 
82, Victoria-street, SW1. 
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To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have, read with interest your 
leading article [The Builder, May 28] 
on settlement of local authority contracts. 
It is not an uncommon experience to 
find that, having reached a conclusion with 
the nominated quantity surveyor or even 
the local authority’s own quantity surveyor, 
when the matter is then passed for pay- 
ment to the local treasurer, a considerable 
portion of the account is re-opened, even 
to the extent of seeking new interpretations 
of clauses already established with the 
quantity surveyor. In other cases, it is 
made quite clear that any conclusion 
reached in negotiations with appropriate 
officers of the building section will be 
subject to the approval of the financial 
officer, regardless of the contract terms. 
As you quite rightly state, this must 
make contractors disinclined to undertake 
work for local authorities where other 
work is more freely available. At best 
it can only have the effect that the con- 
tractors’ costs will be increased very 
considerably in consequence of this de- 
layed and protracted negotiation over 
the final account, and must necessarily 
mean that if this procedure becomes more 
frequent—which heaven forbid—the con- 
tractors’ prices for local authority work 
will be raised to meet this contingency. 
I think it is high time that the appro- 
priate Ministry should give the local 
authorities instructions that builders’ final 
accounts should be dealt with by com- 
petent surveyors employed either by the 
authority themselves or of independent 
status, and while getting the treasurer to 
check the arithmetic—if they wish—he 
should be forbidden from interfering to 
the extent of advising a quantity surveyor 
on his job or indeed in producing (as so 
often happens) naive interpretations of the 
contract. INTERESTED CONTRACTOR 


RIBA FORM: VARIATIONS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—What should be the correct 
application of clause 9 in the RIBA 
form of contract in the case of the variation 
in quality only of an item in the bill of 
quantities which has been either sub- 
stantially underpriced or overpriced, with- 
out otherwise altering its character or 
quantity—e.g., softwood moulded skirting 
carried out in oak ? 

The clause states that the prices in the 
Bill of Quantities “‘ shall determine the 
valuation of extra work of a similar 
character,”’ etc., but where work is ‘‘ not of 
a similar character,’’ etc., the said prices 
‘* shall be the basis of prices for the same, 
so far as may be reasonable, failing which 
a fair valuation thereof shall be made.” 

The alternatives seem to be as follows. 
Which of them would be ‘“‘ reasonable’’? 

(a) Adjust the rate for oak by direct 
analogy, i.e., if the softwood rate is half 
or twice the usual rate, the rate for oak 
would be proportionate. 

(b) Add the total difference in cost, 
plus profit, to the bill rate for softwood. 

(c) Build up an entirely new rate 
quantum meruit for the oak item without 
regard to the original softwood rate. 

S. E. LAWwLEss. 

27, Prescot-road, Exeter. 
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HOUSING IN NORTHERN IRELAND 
The Work of the Northern Ireland Housing Trust 


By Our Special Representative 


HE work of the Northern Ireland 
Housing Trust is familiar to housing 
experts through addresses given by mem- 
bers of the Trust at the Housing Centre 
and through an illustrated account given 
in the RIBA JFournal of November, 1949, 
and more recently of May of this year. 
This is to take no account of the series of 
the Trust’s own reports which have 
appeared annually since 1945 when the 
Trust was set up under Act of Parliament. 


A visit made recently to Northern 
Ireland, when over 30 of the Trust’s 82 
estates were inspected, gave a very good 
impression of the scope and quality of 
the work. The genesis and modus operandi 
of the Trust are referred to in another part 
of this issue but it may here be said that 
the quality of design and layout, the 
careful landscaping and retention of trees 
and the variety of houses and flats strike 
an impressive note, while the ingenuity 
shown in overcoming structural difficulties 
and materials shortage earns the highest 
praise. 

The statistics up to March 31 last are: 
Built and managed by Trust 12,077 
Built by Trust and transferred to 

Local Authority : 


Total built by Trust 
1a 5S 


274 
12,451 


Houses completed, to 
31.3.54 2 

Houses 
31.3.54 a ae : 

Houses under contract but not 


started, 31.3.54 


Estates completed, 31.3 .54 
Estates under development, 
3123-54. 


Total 
Traditional houses built, 31.3 .54 


Non-traditional built, 31.3.54 
(including 274 at Londonderry) 


as : 1,929 
under construction, 
1,976 


Sir Lucius O’ Brien, Chairman, NIHT, 


June 11 1954 


The Trust operates entirely through 
local contractors. The programme has 
been carried out by construction op 
traditional and non-traditional methods in 
almost equal parts. Among the latter the 
“ Orlit,” “‘ No-Fines ”’ and “ Easiform” 


Mr. fames Cairncross, ARIBA, 

AMTPI (Chief Technical Officer), 

and, on the right, Mr. #. G. Calvert 
(General Manager). 


systems have principally been used with 
the purpose of relieving pressure on the 
demand for bricks which have always 
been scarce. Little difference in cost 
between the traditional and non-traditional 
systems has been noted. The contractors 
have shown remarkable keenness both in 
tendering and in the execution of the 
contracts. 

All the work shown is by the technical 
staff of the Trust. The names of the 
senior officers on the technical staff are 
now constituted as follows : 


Chief Technical Officer 
J. Cairncross, ARIBA, AMTPI 
Senior Architect 
A. M. Wilson, ARIBA 
Senior Engineer 
J. Garrett, AMICE, AMIMunE 
Senior Assistant Architects 
H. G. Ashton, ARIBA 
W. J. Davies, ARIBA, AMTPI 
E. W. MacDonald, ARIBA, AMTPI 
S. P. Murray, ARIBA 


Senior Assistant Engineers 


H. Collin, OBE, MEng, MICE 
G. M. Stelfox, BSc(Eng), ACGI, AMICI 


Senior Assistant Quantity Surveyors 
W. M. Melville, ARICS 
A. Urquhart, ARICS 


All photographs shown illustrative 0 
the 'Trust’s work were taken by Mr. W. D. 
Fry, of Belfast, with the exception 0 
those showing the Rathcoole housing 
the Old People’s Homes, Finaghey: 
and the shop corner detail, Cregagh Socit 
Centre. 

The current Annual Report (1954) © 
the Trust gives some interesting facts. 


SOCIAL SURVEY 
There are now nearly 50,000 met 
women and children living in TN 
houses. Through all the years of urgent 
to get houses built and, in face of msi 
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SCALE OF FEET 


ANNSBOROUGH. A typical small estate of 25 houses (6 type E and 19 
type R). A view of the estate is seen below. Construction is traditional. 


costs, to get them built cheaply, the 
members of the Trust have never lost 
sight of their original object in under- 
taking this work: not the mere provision 


of a dwelling but the making of a home. 

The family income and how it is ex- 
pended has an important bearing on 
home-making and a start has been made 
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on the study of the economic effects on 
family life of the move to a new house. 
This inquiry has been undertaken by the 
Department of Social Studies of the 
Queen’s University of Belfast and, when 
completed, should prove of interest to 
families living on Trust estates and to 
students of social developments in North- 
ern Ireland. Preliminary results show 
that rent and rates amounted, on the 
average, to 22s. 64d. per week.. Of this 
sum, 14s. was rent, 7s. 10}d. rates and 
8id. water rates. That is to say, the 
rent alone constitutes only 62 per cent. 
of the total. The cost of heating, lighting 
and cooking averages 19s. 6d. per week, 
while essential travelling absorbs 8s. 83d. 
per week. 

Column A below gives the average 
expenditure of 64 families with one wage 
earner. Column B eontains the results 
from 11 families with two wage earners, 
and Column C refers to 11 families with 
three wage earners. 





Average per week A B ¢ 
5d. 








Income 153s. 200s. 9d. | 293s. 5d. 





(15.4%) | (10.7%) (8.4%) 





6s. 9d. 
(3.3%) 
| 12s. 7d. lls. 
| (8.6%) (5.4%) 
| 6s. Gtd. | 56. 8d. 

(4.2%) | (2.7%) 


6s. 


(3.9%) 


| 
Rent and rates . | 
| 


Transport to work 


13s. 
and school. (4.67%) 





Solid fuel ‘a 15s. 4d. 


(5.4%) 





Gas and electricity 
including hire 





8s. 
(2.8%) 








Fuel costs are based on winter figures so that lower 
summer consumption of solid fuel would reduce the 
annual average. 

It is generally accepted by social workers 
that a family can afford to pay one-sixth 
of its income in rent and rates. The 
survey shows that families with two wage 
earners pay on an average only one-tenth 
of their income and that as many as one- 
third of the families covered by the survey 
contain two or more wage earners. The 
remaining two-thirds have only one wage 
earner and this group spends on the 
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average between one-sixth and one-seventh 
of its income on rent and rates. Within 
this group, of course, some families 
spend more than one-sixth, but the Trust 
endeavours to keep the number of such 
cases as low as possible by allocating the 
lower-rented dwellings to the poorer 
families. 


SLUM CLEARANCE 


In some provincial towns the needs of 
badly housed families who are able and 
willing to pay the rent of a post-war 
house have now largely been met. Some 
of the Councils most energetic in building 
have now reached the point of being able 
to consider slum clearance. The Trust’s 
extensive building in their areas has 
helped in this and the Trust is again 
anxious to help these Councils in slum 
clearance, but the local authority is the 
proper body to initiate and take the major 
part in a drive to abolish its slums. The 
Trust feels that its duty is primarily to the 
smaller towns or villages while acting 
only as an auxiliary in the case of the 
boroughs and larger towns. 

As a result of post-war building in these 
provincial towns few of the older houses, 


P OR 


100 a, 


my to AOR 


PORTADOWN (REDMANVILLE), one of the Trust’s larger estates. 
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apart from the slums, are overcrowded. 
In these easier conditions the normal 
tendency would have been for occupants 
in good circumstances to move out to 
post-war houses, making it possible for 
the better-off families in the slums to 
gravitate to the houses so released. In 
due course pressure in the slums would 
have been lessened and the rebuilding 
of such areas made easier. There is, 
however, a considerable deterrent to this 
natural movement in that the great bulk 
of the older rent-restricted houses are 
occupied by tenants of long standing who 
are reluctant to pay the higher rent and 
rates for the advantages of a post-war 
house. The result is that if the slums 
are to be cleared the slum-dwellers must 
make the jump direct into new houses. 
Moreover, a proportion of such families 
would have to be moved to estates on the 
outskirts since the number of new dwell- 
ings which can be built on a cleared 
slum area could not accommodate all the 
families now resident in it. This adds 
travelling costs to their other increased 
expenses. The revolutionary change for 
such families into an entirely new style 
of living, together with the greater costs 
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involved, is really the central difficulty of 
slum clearance. Where a local authority 
controls old pre-war houses these provide 
accommodation at low rent which slum. 
dwellers can be offered as vacancies occur, 
The Trust controls no such houses and 
its approach is bound to be piecemeal and 
gradual. 

As a beginning, the Trust has purchased 
a site on Moat Street, Donaghadee, con- 
taining 19 dilapidated houses and some 
vacant ground. This allows 24 ney 
dwellings to be built so that in this 
instance all the families can be rehoused 
on the same site. The redevelopment 
has to be done piecemeal first by building 
a few houses on the vacant ground to 
rehouse a number of the tenants. The 
old houses thus vacated are pulled down, 
and, in their turn, replaced. Similar 
schemes will shortly be started at Market- 
hill and Keady, and the Trust hopes 
gradually to extend this work to other 
areas. All the stages from acquisition 
and planning to the actual rebuilding of a 
dilapidated area are much more tedious 
and difficult, and consequently much 


slower than straightforward  develop- 
ment. 





Here there are 248 E2 type houses, 


12 type B, 20 type G, 40 type D, and a special block of 20 flats—a total of 340. There are also 2 shops and a 


branch office. 
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KEADY. Seen above are 4- and 5-apartment rural 

cottages in traditional construction roughcast. Floor 

area, 710 sq. ft. plus 40 sq. ft. store. Rents (ex. rates) 
14s. to 14s. 6d. 


FINAGHEY. On right are old people’s dwellings, of 
332 sq. ft. area. Rent (ex. rates) 6s. 6d. to 7s. 
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HOLYWOOD, BELFAST. Seen above are old people’s dwellings (type F) on the left, and type G flats to the right. 
The former are of traditional construction and the latter in “‘ No-Fines’’ heavy aggregate. Below is another group 
of ‘‘ No-Fines’’ houses, type E. Wherever possible, trees are preserved. 
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HOLYWOOD, BELFAST. Seen above is a block of type C flats (see plans below). Traditional 13% in. by 11-in. 
cavity walls with facing brick finish. Floor areas are 600 sq. ft. (ground floor) and 650 sq. ft. upper floor, plus 40 sq. ft. 
outside store. Rents (exclusive of rates) 10s. 6d. 
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GILFORD. These traditional construction 


RATHCOOLE. This block of 3-apartment flats is in brick construction. Light blue tile is used to pick out the 
shops. Garages and estate office are planned on ground floor at rear. 
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Social Centre and Shops, Cregagh 


T. F. O. RIPPINGHAM, ARIBA, AMTPI 
Chief Architect, Ministry of Finance 


~ block (containing three clubrooms, six lock- 
up shops, four garages, three residential flats 
and an estate office) was planned as one half of the 
business and community buildings for a housing 
scheme of 950 dwellings. The clubrooms—being 
elevated to a south aspect, with wide open view—have 
been designed as “ Solaria.’’ Internal walls are 
partly faced with brick. Joinery is teak, with glazed 
screens between corridor and clubrooms. The 
ceilings are secretly-fixed fibre board. Heating is by 
gas unit heaters mounted on the walls. Floors are 
hardwood blocks with a terrazzo trough along the 
window wall for plants in pots. The shops are high 
for good light and cross-ventilation. They have 
terrazzo floors, plastered walls and ceilings and teak 


Detail of angle treatment. 
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and plate glass fronts. "The columns between shop 
fronts are faced with buff faience. The asbestos 
decking of the cantilevered canopy is covered with 
asphalt ; the soffit of the canopy is painted pale blue. 
The structure is steelframed, with upper floor and 
flat roofs of precast concrete units. The main roof 
has steel trusses and is covered with glazed roll-and- 
hollow tiles. 


The quantity surveyors were Messrs. McCarthy 
and Lilburn, and the main contractors Messrs. 
Stewart and Partners, Belfast. Structural steel works 
were by Harland and Wolff. Sub-contractors and 
suppliers were : 


Electrical, A. and C. Electric Co.; hardware, Parker, Winder and 
Achurch ; teak folding partitions, G. Logan and Sons; shop fronts, 
Stewart and Partners; tubular stair balustrades, Lagan Engineering 
Works ; wrought-iron balustrades, R. J. McKinney, Belfast; faience 
tiling to shop fronts, Leeds Fireclay Co.; woodblock flooring, Vigers 
Bros.; terrazzo flooring, Toffolo Jackson and Co.; glazed roof tiles, 
Colthurst Symons and Co. ; gas heating appliances, Belfast Corporation 
Gas Dept. ; facing bricks, Dungannon Brick Co. ; and canopy decking, 
D. Anderson and Son. 





Interior of social centre. 
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SOCIAL CENTRE AND SHOPS, CREGAGH.  Ground-floor plan. 
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View of elevation fronting on 
to High-street. 


FACTORY AT HIGH STREET, 
STRATFORD, E15 


Architect 
REGINALD W. LONE, FRIBA, FRICS, MRSanI 


Consulting Engineers 
F. R. BULLEN & PARTNERS 


Quantity Surveyors 
GARDINER & THEOBALD 


Builders 
W. & C. FRENCH, LTD 











THIS building was erected for 

the British Challenge Glazing 
Co., Ltd. The site was an extremely 
awkward one, both from the point 
of view of angles and disposition 
of levels. The layout was prepared 
with a view to providing the 
maximum production area with a 
separate assembly shop of a greater 
height to accommodate the travel- 
ling crane, etc. The centralised 
office block embodies drawing office 
and setting-out shops, etc. 


The factory is constructed on a 
steel-framed and piled foundation, 
and is completed with northlight 
roof glazing, asbestos sheet covered 
and lined. 


The heating is by low-pressure 
hot-water and unit heaters, the heat 
















1027 


THE BUILDER June 11 1954 





—— 
BEO80 Om 
CARETAKERS fay po 


sisuiene 

















































11 1954 


General view of workshop area. 


being derived from the standard 
type of oil-fired boiler. 


The main office construction is 
carried out in selected facing bricks 
with purpose-made steel casements 
and reconstructed stone, the base 
of the tower being in recon- 
structed granite. 

Internally, the staircase is lined 
in terrazzo mosaic and is completed 
with glass panelled infilled hand- 
rails. The main partitions to the 





View of main staircase. 
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office block have been constructed 
in glass bricks, so laid as to get the 
best possible light effect and, at 
the same time, some decorative 


form. The flooring generally is of 


hardwood block pattern. The fol- 
lowing were main sub-contractors : 


Austin Bros. Electrical Co., elec- 
trical equipment; Diespeker and 
Co., Ltd., terrazzo work; Grundy 
Arnatt, Ltd., staircase railings, etc. ; 
Norris Warming Co., Ltd., heating; 

















H. Tattersall, Ltd., plumbing > 
Yannedis and Co., locks, etc.; 
Acme Flooring Co., flooring. 


John Bolding and Sons, sanita- 


tion; Moreland Hayne and Co., 
steelwork ; Highway Construction, 
Ltd., asphalting; Triad Floors, 


flooring ; Sussex and Dorking Brick 
Co., brick supplies ; Concrete De- 
velopment, Ltd., prestressed con- 
crete work ; Empire Stone Co., Ltd. 
reconstructed stone ; Crittall Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd., steel casements. 





View along corridor leading to offices. 
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HEALTH CENTRES 
FOR HARLOW 
A Nuffield Trust Scheme 


(PHE Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust 

is to build and equip three health 
centres in Harlow New Town, to meet the 
needs of the first 25,000 new town residents. 
Construction will start on all three centres 
in a few weeks’ time, and they should be in 
use early in 1955S. 

The centres, which are illustrated opposite, 
will be used by general medical and dental 
practitioners, on a group practice basis, and 
by the Essex County health authority clinics. 
Health visitors and district nurses will 
co-operate with the GPs in their work, and 
the GPs will play their part in staffing the 
County Council clinics. In one of the 
health centres there will be a County dental 
clinic for the “ priority” classes, alongside 
a private dentist doing general NHS work. 

The capital cost (£60,000) of building and 
furnishing the three health centres will be 
borne by the Trust, and the health centres 
will be owned on behalf of the Trust by 
the Nuffield Health and Social Services 
Fund. The actual building and manage- 
ment of the health centres will be under- 
taken by the Harlow Development Corpora- 
tion, acting as agents for the Nuffield Health 
and Social Services Fund. Tenants of the 
three new centres will pay economic rents, 
related to capital cost; after expenses have 
been met, this money will provide a nucleus 
fund for further development. 

The buildings are being planned economic- 
ally, in line with the existing temporary 
health centre at Harlow which has already 
been in operation for two years. Each new 
centre will differ from its fellows in certain 
minor respects, so that as much as possible 
may be learnt from practical experience 
about health centre design. It is hoped that 
this experiment at Harlow will have a 
nation-wide value as a demonstration of one 
pattern of general medical and clinic services 
for the future. 

It is intended that one of the future health 
centres should be immediately adjacent to 
the future Harlow Hospital. It is hoped 
that, in association with the North East 
Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board, this 
centre may help to provide a special link 
between all the GPs of the town and the 
hospital service. 

Nuffield House will be located in The 
Stow, close to the first shopping centre at 
Harlow. It will provide accommodation for 
three general practitioners, the health 
authority clinics, health visitors and district 
nurses, and two general dental practitioners 
and their laboratory. 

Sydenham House will be located at 
Netteswell, in the south of the first group 
of neighbourhood units. It will ultimately 
house four GPs and two general NHS 
dentists. It will accommodate the health 
authority clinics, health visitors and district 
nurses, and also a County dental unit for 
the treatment of children and expectant 
mothers. 

Osler House will be located in the small 
shopping square at Potter- street, a small 
neighbourhood unit of between 4,000 and 
5,000 people in the south of the town. It 
will house two GPs, the health visitors, 
district nurses and health authority clinics. 
Over the building the Corporation will pro- 
vide four flats which may be let to the 
health workers associated with Osler House. 
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“ Nuffield House’’ health centre, shown above, is to be erected in The Stow, 

Harlow. It will be staffed by three general practitioners, two general dental 

practitioners, and the County Health Services Clinics. Architects are Messrs. 
Booth and Ledeboer, AA.RIBA. 


This is a sketch of the proposed ‘‘ Sydenham House”’ centre at Netteswell, 

Harlow, which will be staffed by four general practitioners, two general dental 

practitioners, and the County Health Services Clinics. Architect, Mr. Frank 

Shaw, ARIBA, under the direction of Mr. Frederick Gibberd and the Harlow 
executive architect, Mr. Victory Hamnet. 


In this proposed centre, “‘ Osler House,’ Potter-street, Harlow, will be two 
general practitioners and the County Health Services Clinics. Architect, Mr. 
A. McCowan, ARIBA, under Mr. Gibberd’s and Mr. Hamnet’s direction.. 
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THE CHURCH REBUILDS 


Exhibition of Church Art and Archi- 
tecture—To-day and To-morrow 
[From a Correspondent] 


ap little exhibition of photographs, 
opened by the Bishop of Stepney 
on May 29 in connection with the East 
London Church Congress, was arranged at 
the west end of St. John’s Parish Church, 
Bethnal Green, in itself a good example of 
the careful work of repair and restoration 
which is being carried out on so large a 
scale and with so little publicity through- 
out London and other areas which suffered 
damage in the war. One remembers 
this highly original Church of Soane’s, 
even before the war, as an eyesore of soot- 
encrusted brickwork, peeling stucco, and 
blackened masonry ; the transformation is 
heartening. Through the wise policy 
of the Diocese of London, assisted by 
“Church Payments’’ under the War 
Damage Act, a large number of London 
churches, previously grimy, dilapidated 
and depressing, are being given a new 
lease of life. Roofs are being made 
weatherproof, damp and decay arrested, 
stained walls cleaned and _ brightened, 
windows washed and repaired, new light- 
ing and heating installed. ‘That funds 
do not suffice for ‘‘ embellishment ’’ may 
be disappointing to architects and crafts- 
men, but is no real cause for regret. 


LIMITED NEW WORK 


By contrast, the volume of new church 
building since the war has been almost 
negligible, and to assemble this exhibition 
—small though it is—the selector, Mr. 
Anthony Lewis, has had to include 
examples from many denominations and 
from every continent, in some of which 
no doubt restrictions on capital develop- 
ment—so hampering in the United King- 
dom—do not apply. We meet again, 
moreover, some old friends from before 
the war, such as Mr. Kenyon’s Church 
at Harrow and Mr. Cachemaille-Day’s 
fine Church at Wythenshawe with its star- 
shaped plan, as well as foreign examples 
such as the Raincy Church by Perret. 
What of the strictly post-war churches 
from this country? One gathered from 
the Bishop’s opening address that the 
rebuilding was in his conception as much 
spiritual as physical. He expressed the 
hope that we were returning to an attitude 
in which art was used to embody and 
express religious faith, instead of religion 
being treated as a theme for the display 
of art ; and that religious buildings would 
in future reflect the spirit of the age, 
without either slavishly reproducing or 
brutally ignoring the traditional art of the 
past. Coventry: Cathedral (of which a 
fine interior view was shown) may point the 
way to this consummation, but for the 
‘Test it seems to be an ideal to be aimed at, 
but not so far achieved. Examples range 
from eccentric churches in the Bristol 
area by Messrs. Burrough and Hannam, 
in which modernistic tricks and caprices 
are freely employed, seemingly with little 
underlying unity of conception ; through 
straight-forward and comely modern build- 
ings by Messrs. Paul Mauger and Partners 
and (among the most successful) by 
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Messrs. Lavender, Twentyman and Percy ; 
eclecticism, often allied with rather insen- 
sitive handling, by Messrs. Seely and 
Paget ; to Mr. Cachemaille-Day, whose 
latest church, even when completed, will 
not be the equal of Wythenshawe or 
Eltham, his strong feeling for tradition 
being revealed in reminiscent detail, rather 
than as heretofore, in structure and 
informing spirit. 


ATTRACTIVE WORKS 


The most attractive works are not those 
which bear the most famous names. Mr. 
Handisyde’s Poplar Congregational 
Church, which was illustrated by a model, 
is likely to stand the test of time, and men- 
tion should be made of St. Paul’s Church, 
Stratford, E, by Messrs. Humphrys 
and Hurst, original, fresh and charming. 
Among the rather scanty exhibits of 
church fittings and sculpture are some 
admirable — because simple — hardwood 
stalls, a pulpit and a lectern; Mr. Alan 
Durst’s lovely stone font for Llandaff 
Cathedral ; and some good sculpture by 
Mr. Donald Potter, Mr. Bainbridge 
Copnall and Mr. Henry Moore. The 
retrospective exhibition of church plate 
and vestments, mainly from East London 
churches, shown hard by in the Bethnal 
Green Museum, provide an interesting 
context to the photographs of modern 
work, 

On the afternoon of the opening, your 
correspondent took occasion to visit the 
fine and little-known medieval Parish 
Church of All Saints, West Ham, and the 
Mother Church of the East End, St. 
Dunstan’s, Stepney, which last year 
celebrated its 1,000th anniversary, and 
which possesses a precious Anglo-Saxon 
rood, now placed over the high altar. 
On the whole he liked what he saw on 
his pilgrimage. "The new top to the tower 
of St. Mary’s, Stratford-le-Bow, a ped- 
estrian red brick pastiche in the Stuart 
manner, is a poor exchange for the old 
tower, which, though without special 
distinction, was in the family of medieval 
towers of East London and Essex. The 
two parish churches, largely perpendicular 
in present form, are well tended, and St. 
Dunstan’s at least has lately been lovingly 
restored. It is good to find these ancient 
and splendid buildings in such good shape, 
though the effect at St. Dunstan’s is sadly 
marred by three quite new stained glass 
windows which can only be described as 
disastrous. 

It is virtually impossible to display 
stained glass to good effect in an exhibition, 
and, perhaps for this reason, we seem to 
be less sensitive to good and bad qualities 
in stained glass than in other crafts. 
Stained glass serves no practical purpose 
whatever, and unless it is of first-class 
quality it is much better to be without 
it. "There is much to be said for William 
Morris’s conclusion that modern stained 
glass should never be inserted in an 
ancient building. 


DEVON AND CORNWALL SOCIETY 


THE DEVON AND CORNWALL Society of 
Architects has just published its Journal of 


Proceedings for 1954-55. It includes a list of 
members, the report of the Council for the 
64th Session, and the statement of Accounts 
for 1953. 
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SOME AFRICAN STUDIES 


A Talk at the AA 


AT a meeting of the Architectural Associa- 

= tion held at Bedford-square, London, 
on May 26, Mr. Hope BaGeNaL, DCM, 
FRIBA, gave an address entitled “ Some 
African Studies.” Sir Hugh Casson, FRIBA, 
president of the AA, presided. 

Mr. Bagenal began by saying that 
Johannesburg was the economic centre of 
South Africa, having not only gold but coal 
and iron in large quantity waiting to be used. 
The town was laid out with streets of 
moderate widths and few open spaces. Land 
values were increasing rapidly and, as a 
result, older buildings were everywhere being 
replaced by new higher buildings on the old 
street widths. Johannesburg had some 80 
per cent. of possible sunlight as compared 
with London’s 33 per cent., so that covered 
ways were necessary. Some of the earlier 
classic street porticos survived with mono- 
lithic shafts and elegant bronze capitals, and 
he had suggested that these should not only 
remain but be carried down every principal 
street, and be crowned by an orthodox 
entablature and cornice at first-floor level. 
He found, however, that people in Johannes- 
burg preferred not columns but cantilevers. 

Their parking problem was so great that 
they proposed to remove all ground-floor 
partitioning from city blocks, so as to have 
more room for cars. If this was done shops 
and pedestrian ways would go up to the first- 
floor, and there would be a new city with 
suspension bridges, companion ladders and 
spider galleries. It would be a pity if this 
took place for Johannesburg had a clearly 
defined artistic period behind it with a 
genius of its own. 

The scarcity of good timber trees in South 
Africa caused a poor general specification; 
for instance, floor joists at 24 in. centres 
and rafters 4 in. by 1 in. at 24 in. centres. 
There was a lack of ordinary flooring and 
battening and of timber for beams. In the 
past this had caused the importation of teak 
and now it predisposed to the use of re- 
inforced concrete. 


USE OF CONCRETE 


Portland cement was manufactured in the 
Union, asbestos was imported from Swazi- 
land and Rhodesia, sand-lime bricks were 
made from mine dump sand on the 
Witwatersrand and foamed slag from a waste 
of the Transvaal iron industry. These were 
all modern materials. A great advantage of 
concrete in Africa was that it was termite 
proof. Moreover, a concrete roof would 
stand up to heavy hailstorms. Thus the case 
for concrete was clear. The technique 
consisted generally of formwork on the site 
carried out by semi-skilled labour. It was 
often of poor quality. Large numbers of 
cracks were seen and a slight wave develop- 
ing in long kerbs and sills. The large con- 
crete frame surround, entirely exposed to 
the weather, showed its structural unsuit- 
ability as a building element by cracking at 
the haunches. A 

In the climate of Johannesburg architects 
had almost come to disregard damp failures. 
For example, whereas the older builders in 
South Africa took care of the flood water 
from their roofs by providing large rainwater 
heads and downpipes, the modern tendency 
was to take the rainwater down inside the 
reinforced concrete columns. When build- 
ings were baked through and through by the 
sun, as they were there problems of moisture 
attack could be ignored. But there was con- 
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siderable temperature change, and_ it 
remained to be seen whether the long sills 
without thermal protection, and the mullions 
going up to infinity, would last long enough 
to become friendly and familiar and to pay 
for themselves. 

The lecturer continued by asking if the 
modern Johannesburg architects were not 
justified in deliberately designing wholly new 
stuff. Their country had been pegged out by 
intrepid fortune hunters and opportunists, its 
short history packed with violent action; their 
city had grown haphazardly in a formid- 
able waste land stretching for a thousand 
miles. ‘Their climate was unique, their soil 
heaving and they themselves beset with 
urgent functional problems in every sphere. 
Surely, here, if anywhere, a wholly experi- 
mental asthetic, freed from old entails, was 
right. But could not the real compulsions 
of this singular environment, when intel- 
ligently met, be trusted to mould true build- 
ing forms? All this struck him forcibly and 
he saw in it a microcosm of the Common- 
wealth itself. Where there were different 
climatic compulsions, there different styles 
should arise. But this would not come about 
unless architects paid ateention to the trend 
of building research in their own climates 
instead of merely copying motifs, out of the 
architectural Press. 


GREAT ARCHITECTURE 


At Pretoria the Administration of the 
Union Government was housed in a building 
designed by Herbert Baker: and the scale. the 
presence, the strength of this large work 
could not be ignored whether we liked it or 
not. Mr. Bagenal said he found in it 
massiveness and a_ spectacle that could 
match the exaction of the brilliant light and 
the scale of the landscape. Its architect had 
achieved the grand manner of the Italian, 
while still including the Dutch modes which 
he knew and loved.. Here was true grandeur. 
In his (Mr. Bagenal’s) view a work of archi- 
tecture was great in proportion to its con- 
templative content. A distinction should be 
drawn between the aesthetic impact of a new 
building and its contemplative value over 
the years. Whatever success could be 
achieved by buildings of an athletic grace 
they must stand or fall ultimately by a 
quality that could compare with the great 
buildings of the past. 

The housing of the native populations of 
Africa occupied a large part of the lecture. 
Mr. Bagenal described the dwellings which 
the natives built for themselves, and illus- 
trated his remarks by showing lantern slides. 
All over Africa, he said, a diameter of from 
16 to 20 ft. was common for huts. Ritual 
huts might be larger. Hut building re- 
mained essentially a temporary weaving or 
wattling, a basketry not a carpentry. A 
primitive type of hut was the true beehive 
supported on a number of posts—by beehive 
he meant a smooth semi-circle without a 
point and without eaves. There was a special 
beehive type—Hottentot and Zulu—without 
interior posts and supported by hoops set at 
right-angles. 

There were huts of a pointed cone type. 
In these, saplings were bent over meeting at 
an apex, leading to a smart little twist or top- 
knot of thatch. The older huts of this shape 
in Basutoland were said to have had centre 
posts and this was likely. Cases in which 


centre posts had been used for erecting the 
hut and then removed were fairly common. 

Lack of eaves projection was a disadvan- 
tage of all such huts, but in the rondavel, or 
cone on cylinder, this disadvantage was over- 
come, and one saw the native’s little pile of 
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fuel built up under the eaves. The rondavel 
was used as a dwelling by all races, white 
and black, all over Africa. An English use 
in Natal was to rotate a 10-ft. arm on a 
swivel to trace a circumference wall. You 
made your own concrete or pisé blocks, and 
your garden boy could then do the walls and 
add a thatched roof. Rondavels were built 
for extra bedrooms in hotel gardens. 


NATIVE HOUSING 


Referring to housing schemes provided for 
the permanent native population of South 
African towns, Mr. Bagenal said that the 
long straight rows of rectangular boxes 
arranged neither according to African home 
traditions nor to our own were unattractive. 
Worse still were the shanty townships with 
their high tuberculosis death rate. We 
ought not, however, to think of the native 
population as dispirited and disappointed. 
Their position as wage earners was improv- 
ing. The mines were not now the only 
employers of jabour and arbiters of the 
economic life of the Union. To-day, the 
development of new industries and more 
light trades was modifying the pattern of the 
labour market. In factories the machine 
operative and the man on the assembly line 
predominated, and this type of work .was 
a rapidly growing proportion of the total 
volume of employment. It was classified as 
semi-skilled and was done by members of 
all racial] groups. It was breaking down the 
distinction between white skilled worker and 
native labourer. Recent statistics on the 
percentage of semi-skilled workers in the 
metal and engineering, textile and leather, 
clothing and furniture industries showed that 
the proportion of non-European workers was 
increasing. Sometimes it was in_ the 
majority. 

A point with regard to housing was that 
it was recognised by the natives that a house 
needed constant maintenance. They thought 
it the man’s duty to rethatch and replace 
posts and withies, while the woman’s dutv 
was to keep the walls rendered. Such work 
being part of their accustomed vuccupations. 
there was much to be said in modern hous- 
ing schemes for providing pre-cast concrete 
structural principals or framing—together 
with sanitation and water supply—and allow- 
ing the householder to build his own walls 
and roof and keep them in repair. Mr. 
Bagenal heartily agreed with Mr. Carstairs. 
of the Colonial Office, who recommended 
that a model house should be erected to 
show desirable standards. This would give 
new ideas and stimulate initiative. 


EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 


Architects were now called upon to design 
new African universities, colleges and 
schools. They had to plan for educational 
needs, but did they know what those educa- 
tional needs were? To know them the archi- 
tect must have some idea of the pattern of 
the mixed culture of the future, compounded 
of African and European traits. What would 
that be? The problem took immediate 
practical shape when the architect had to 
design a college hall for music and drama. 
What would b2 performed in it—Greek 
drama, Shakespeare. MHandel’s Messiah, 
Gilbert and Sullivan, Negro spirituals? The 
problem of what was to be the humanist 
basis of the new African education must be 
faced. First, he would put music as a means 
of developing natural aptitudes and as a 
discipline. Another African facility was the 
mimetic one—they liked to make fun of their 
neighbours. Equally important was dancing, 
and perhaps dramatic oratory was as im- 
portant as anything. 
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A vote of thanks, proposed by Mr. John 
Murray Easton, FRIBA, and seconded by 
Mr. George A. Atkinson, ARIBA. was 
heartily accorded, and a word of thanks irom 
South Africa was added by Miss Nakopski, 

In reply to a question by Dr. Koenesburger 
as to whether anything was being done to 
produce a new community where the African 
population could develope its own life, Mr, 
Bagenal described what he saw at Durban, 
First, there was a great influx of natives who 
stayed six months or a year and then went, 
For these hostels were provided where men 
occupied dormitories, four or six in a room. 
In such a hostel there was a little wing where 
a man might have his wife for a fortnight, 
The various housing estates were steps up- 
ward from this. 

The first step was to provide tap water 
for six or eight houses, remove refuse and 
allow shacks to be built. The next Stage 
was to provide foundations and allow the 
tenants to build walls and roofs themselves, 
From that you got to first-rate little neigh- 
bourhood centres with houses laid out round 
contours. Such houses were built at a cost 
of, say £300 to £350 and were either sold at 
a loss or rented. There were also being 
erected small blocks of flats two or three 
storeys high. These were more expensive, 
Proper housing was only starting. It was 
found that many more African workers than 
had been supposed could pay a_ very 
moderate rent. 


THE ARCHITECT'S STATUS 
ABT Statement 


THE ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING TECH- 
NICIANS have issued the following statement 
on the status of the architect: 

With the present increase of private house 
building and estate development there is a 
serious danger that many of the pre-war 
evils of speculative development could begin 
again. The principal reason for these evils, 
which* did so much to destroy the beauties 
of our countryside between the wars. is the 
failure to employ the trained architect who 
alone can ensure that all aspects of good 
planning and design are considered. The 
only way that these evils can be mitigated 
at present is when schemes are submitted to 
the planning authority. This occurs at too 
late a stage, is a negative rather than a posi- 
tive process and is undertaken at the expense 
of the local authority’s time and money. The 
ABT considers that the design of all private 
architectural work and estate development 
should be carried out by qualified architects 
and would like to see statutory provision 
made for this. 

A similar problem arises with many local 
authorities because the position of the archi- 
tect has not been made a statutory appoint 
ment as is the case of the clerk, the engineer 
and the medical officer. Too many 
authorities have placed their architectural 
responsibilites in the hands of other profes- 
sions. The ABT considers that architects 
should be responsible for architecture, just 
as engineers are responsible for engineering. 
There should, therefore, be a_ statutory 
obligation on local authorities to place 
architects in full responsibility for all archi 
tectural work. 

The ABT considers that only when archi 
tects are given the full statutory respon 
sibility for the design of both private and 
rublic architectural development will the 
best interests of the individual and the com 
munity be safeguarded in terms of beauly 
and economy. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
The Planning Bill 


ON June 1 Standing Committee C of the 
House of Commons continued con- 
sideration of the Town and Country Planning 
Bill. 

On Clause 35 (Compensation to include 
unexpended balance of established develop- 
ment value), Mr. LINDGREN moved an 
amendment to ensure that the Minister 
would abide by the 1947 Act with regard to 
stamp duty, and that stamp duty should be 
charged on the existing use value of the land 
and not on the burdens placed on the pur- 
chaser of the land by the Bill. The Govern- 
ment were putting burden after burden on 
the local authorities. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said it was impossible for 
him to accept the amendment. When public 
authorities bought land at open market 
value stamp duty was paid on the whole 
price. Now that the payment for develop- 
ment value was to be assessed as part of the 
price, the stamp duty would be paid on the 
whole price. Even if he had the wish or the 
power to grant this exemption, many other 
cases would have to be considered, such as 
acquisition under the shadow of comrulsory 
powers. 

The amendment was negatived by 20 votes 
to 15. 


The Clause, and Clause 36 (Additional 
Compensation for Expenditure on Works) 
were ordered to stand part of the Bill. 


THE BUILDER 


Protection of Purchasers 

On June 3 further progress was made in 
committee, five clauses, four of them dealing 
in one way or another with compensation, 
being discussed, and disposed of. On the 
fifth, relating to protection of prospective 
purchasers, Mr. HAROLD MACMILLAN ex- 
plained that there would be one authority 
as “a clearing house” of information, to 
which everyone could give notice of their 
intentions, and from which any individual 
purchaser could inquire whether there were 
any proposals before he initiated his develop- 
ment. It was, said the Minister, an attempt 
to protect the citizen from the bad luck of 
buying land for development, and then 
suddenly finding one of the many authorities, 
ranging from service departments to district 
councils, with compulsory acquisition 
powers, from swooping down on him. 

Later, he moved an amendment, which was 
accepted, to widen the scope of the provi- 
sions, which related only to compulsory 
purchase order acquisition, to include 
acquisitions under other compulsory pro- 
cedures such as a private Act or defence 
services powers. Another amendment to ex- 
tend from three to five years the period of 
protection in which a developer would get 
existing use value in the event of a compul- 
sory purchase order, was agreed to, after 
the opposition had protested that it might 
result in increased compensation being paid. 


Compensation 


In dealing with compensation Mr. Mac- 
millan indicated that he had redrafted the 
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Clause relating to supplementary provisions 
about additional compensation under Part 
III of the Bill. He pointed out that the new 
Clause was an attempt to explain how the 
adjustment in the amount of the unexpended 
balance would be made in the light of the 
preceding clauses that had been agreed to. 
The clause had to be drafted to cater not 
only for the normal practice in which an 
acquiring authority did not necessarily 
acquire all the interests in the land at the 
same time, but also for the possibility that 
one or more of the interests might not be 
acquired, but remain in private hands. 

The “ Straightforward Case ” 

The new clause dealt with the straight- 
forward case, where the acquiring authority 
had acquired all the interests in the land 
apart from excepted interests, they being 
short leases. In that case the unexpended 
balance was extinguished by the transaction. 
The balance would also be extinguished 
where the lessor’s—that was the freeholder’s 
—compensation on the basis of existing use 
included a payment for development value 
equal to, or greater than, the amount of 
the balance, from which consequently no 
payment was made. 

In all other cases there would be deducted 
from the unexpended balance the amount 
of any payment made under Clause 35, and 
any amount that was “suppressed” or 
“ disregarded ” under that clause because the 
lessor’s compensation on the basis of exist- 
ing use included payment for part of the 
development value. 
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SYSTEM of house building which is designed to assist 
amateur builders to erect their own homes, has been 
introduced by the manufacturers of the “‘ Punt”’ 


house, 


C.D. Productions, Ltd. The Punt system of unit construction 
was designed by Ove Arup and Partners and for this latest 
application of the system Mr. Raglan Square, FRIBA, MSIA, 
and Partners have prepared layout plans which show how houses 
varying in size from 675 sq. ft. to 916 sq. ft. can be built for 
prices ranging from £750 to £975, excluding the cost of the 
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land, and the concrete raft on which the units stand. Under 
this ‘‘ build your own home ”’ scheme, it is claimed that three 
or four amateur builders, in co-operation with each other, could 
build their own homes during the summer months without 
Mr. Raglan Squire has promised to keep 
a watching-brief on would-be builders, and the manufacturers. 


will, without extra charge, send a trained erector to assist in 


the initial building stages. 


It is assumed that the purchaser 


would do his own painting and decorating, although it is pointed. 
out that all the timber used is hardwood and, externally, would 


be best left in its natural state. 
it can be added to at any future time. 


The house is planned so that 
In addition to the main 


component parts, such as wall and roof units, windows and 
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doors, there is a special 
factory-made duct forming the partition between the bathroom 
and kitchen and contains all the necessary cold and hot water 
pipes, waste and other drainage pipes to serve the bath, basin 
and w.c. fittings in the bathroom and kitchen sink. Unless a 
particular type of floor is required, the normal finish would 


plumbing unit which comprises a 


be lino covering a cement screed throughout the building. 
Heating is another matter which is left to the individual choice 


of the purchaser. 
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The existing clause in the Bill was deleted, 
and the new clause will be inserted later. 


Repeal of 1947 Act 


Dealing with the proposal to repeal those 
provisions of the 1947 Act which, with 
certain exceptions, precluded the payment of 
compensation for depreciation in the value 
of an interest in land because of a revocation 
or modification of planning permission Mr. 
Macmillan said that as the development 
charge had been abolished and there would 
be no general pay-out of the £301),000,000 
fund, it was necessary to ensure that com- 
pensation payable for revocation or modifica- 
tion included compensation for damage to 
the development value. The Government 
felt that the additional compensation should 
not be limited to the amount of the unex- 
pended bilance, plus the supplement, in the 
same way as compensation for refusal of 
planning permission was limited. A revoca- 
tion of planning permission was a drastic 
step; to revoke such permission two, three 
or even 10 or 12 years after it was granted, 
and when the developer had his licence, was 
more serious than to refuse it in the first 
place. Revocation arose not from some- 
thing the developer proposed to do, but from 
a change of mind by the planning authority. 
If the compensation were limited to the 
amount of the unexpended balance it would 
destroy most of the value of the provisions 
to safeguard persons buying land for early 
development. The Government felt that 
where an injury was done by a change of 
mind the people changing their mind should 
pay for it. That was the principle estab- 
lished by the Bill. 

Further consideration of the Bill will be 
made on Wednesday, June 16. 


Repairs and Rents Bills 
The Scottish Bill 


ON June 2 the final stages of the Housing 
(Repairs and Rents) (Scotland) Bill 
were completed in the Commons. 

On the report stage, on Clause 17 
(Determination whether conditions fulfilled 
to justify increase of rent), COMMANDER 
GALBRAITH, Joint Under-Secretary, Scottish 
Office, moved an amendment, which was 
agreed to, providing that when a _ local 
authority granted a certificate of disrepair to 
a tenant they would also serve a copy of the 
certificate on the landlord. This, he 
explained, would save the tenant from having 
to do this himself, and the amendment was 
made at the request of the Opposition. 

A further amendment. also moved by 
Commander Galbraith and agreed to, 
required a local authority to issue to a tenant 
a certificate (without his having to apply for 
it) whenever the authority had served on a 
landlord a notice requiring repairs to be 
undertaken under section 7 of the Housing 
Act, 1950. Commander Galbraith said that 
this would have the same effect as a certifi- 
cate of disrepair and enable the repairs in- 
crease and the increase under the controlled 
rents legislation to be withheld. 


Third Reading Moved 

The report stage having been concluded, 
Mr. JAMES Stuart, the Secretary of State 
for Scotland, moved the third reading. He 
assured the House that the intentions of the 
Government were sound and honourable, 
and he trusted that, in their operation of the 
Bill they would help the people in the bad 
housing areas. 

Mr. Hector MCNEIL, 
Opposition bench. declared 


front 
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tenants of Scotland decided to exercise their 
rights, the Sheriff courts would be so choked 
with queues of appellants that the Bill would 
not work. He hoped the tenants would do 
this, so that this miserable and shabby Bill 
would be reduced to the fraud and pretence 
it was, and would be shown to be inoperable 
as well as unjust. 

Mr. WALTER ELtiotrT said that the Bill, 
in conjunction with the great increase of 
housebuilding which had been secured, 
would provide a solution of the housing 
problem. 

Mr. Woopsurn described the Bill as a 
landlords’ charter, with a few sops to get 
people to swallow the 40 per cent, increase 
of rent, but there was no compulsion on 
landlords to carry out repairs. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH Said that the 
Opposition should be ashamed of the way 
in which they had been misrepresenting the 
Bill. He believed that the Bill would help 
landlord to maintain their property, help 
local authorities to provide accommodation, 
pave the way for slum clearance, and give 
ample protection to tenants. 

The third reading was carried by 239 votes 
to 205—Government majority, 34. 

On June 3 the Bill was formally read a 
first time in the House of Lords. | 


The English Bill 


N June 3, the House of Lords considered 
the Housing Repairs and Rents Bill on 
report. On Clause 16 (Amendments of 
Housing Act, 1949), the Lorp CHANCELLOR 
moved an amendment to provide that 15 
years should be the expected life of a house 
concerning which an improvement grant 
might be made by a local authority, with the 
assent of the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, instead of the ten years laid 
down in the Bill. Under the 1949 Act, he 
said, the expected life had to be 30 years, but 
that was too long and the Bill provided for 
a period of ten years. In Committee the 
Opposition had urged that it should be 20 
years. He would give Lord Silkin five years. 


Lorp SILKIN said 15 years was better than 
ten. He welcomed the amendment which 
was agreed to. 

On Clause 23 (Repairs increase for dwell- 
ing-house in good repair), Lord Silkin moved 
an amendment to provide that a landlord and 
tenant might agree in writing that the con- 
ditions justifying an increase in rent had been 
fulfilled, or that the landlord might obtain 
a certificate to that effect from the local 
authority. This would go some way to re- 
moving the bitter objections to the Bill. 

THE LorpD CHANCELLOR said that justice 
must be done as_ between landlord and 
tenant. Various obligations were placed on a 
landlord, and a tenant had ample protection. 

The amendment was negatived by 26 votes 
to 13—Government majority, 13. 


Delay in Court Proceedings 


On Clause 26 (Determination whether con- 
ditions fulfilled to justify increase of rent), 
THe Lorp CHANCELLOR moved an amend- 
ment dealing with the delay in bringing 
county court proceedings. He explained that 
its effect would be that where a tenant had 
obtained a certificate of disrepair, which 
made it impossible for the landlord to recover 
the rent increase, and the landlord then took 
proceedings to have the certificate annulled, 
it should be deemed to have been in force 
for such time as the judge thought fit, notwith- 
standing the fact that it might have been 
wrongly made. It would seldom be neces- 
sary to apply this rule, which, however, would 
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be a useful safeguard where there was undue 
delay in bringing proceedings. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

A new clause was moved by Viscouny 
BUCKMASTER to relieve the landlord of the 
obligation to serve on the tenant a notice 
of increase of rent on account of an increase 
in rates under the Increase of Rent ang 
Mortgage Interest Restrictions Act, 1920, 

LorD Mancrort, Lord in Waiting, said tha; 
having seen the statutory notices which had 
to be served he agreed that they could be ver 
complicated. The Government intended to 
meet the landlord’s objections by prescribing 
a much simpler form for giving notice of rent 
increases caused by increases in the rates, 

The amendment was, by leave, withdrawn, 


Recovery of Arrears of Rent 


Lorp MANcrorFT then moved a new clause 
consequential on the undertaking he had just 
given. It would enable a landlord, who be. 
came entitled to an increased rent from a 
statutory tenant on account of an increase 
of rates, to recover arrears in respect of rates 
when a local authority was late in serving the 
demand note. The clause would limit the 
arrears that could be recovered retrospectively 
to a period of six weeks before the date of 
the notice served on the tenant. 

The new clause was agreed to after Lord 
Silkin had suggested that the period should 
be reduced to three weeks. 

On Schedule 2 (Proof of past repairs by 
Landlord), EARL JowitrT moved an amend: 
ment to add a proviso that work rendered 
necessary to restore a house to the condition 
it was immediately before an accident should 
be disregarded for the purposes of charging 
increased rent. He said that if a wall were 
knocked down or a house caught fire and the 
landlord had the premises put back in the 
condition they were in before the accident, 
that expenditure should not of itself entitle 
him to charge an increased rent. The land- 
lord might be getting compensation from a 
bus company or an insurance company. The 
tenant might already be paying an increased 
rent and ought not to have to pay twice over. 

THE Lorp CHANCELLOR said that for a 
house to be in good repair was the prerequisite 
for the claim for increased rent. He could 
find nothing in the Bill to justify the pro- 
position that a tenant would pay increased 
rent twice over. 

The amendment was negatived by 33 votes 
to 15—Government majority 18. The te- 
port stage was concluded. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


Town Development Grants 

On May 28, Mrs. JEAN MANN asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
how many local authoritics were operating 
development under the Town Development 
Act; and how much had been given to these 
authorities from the Treasury, in aggregate. 
and as receiving or exporting authorities. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said the answer Was 
three; a capital grant of £264,000 had been 
promised to one receiving authority, bul 
no payments had so far been made. 


Soot Reducers 


On May 28, Mr. SoRENSEN asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government! 
what further investigations had been made 
at the fuel research stations in respect 0 
devices for the catching or removal of 500! 
emitted through domestic chimneys. 

Mr. Marpces, who replied, said thal 
several devices had been examined but one 
had so far been considered practicable. 
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THE PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC CHURCHES 


Practical Advice at Westminster Conference 


PROBLEMS in connection with the pre- 
servation of churches were discussed at a 
conference held in the Hoare Memorial Hall, 
Church House, Westminster, SW1, on June 
4and 5. The conference was convened by 
the Historic Churches Preservation Trust, 
and the Dean of Gloucester presided. 

Opening the proceedings THE DEAN said 
the Trust had come into being when the 
serious disrepair of parish churches was made 
plain by a report to the Church Assembly. 
That report stated that a total sum of £4m. 
was required. This sum had become neces- 
sary because repairs had accumulated during 
the six years of war and the period follow- 
ing repairs had been difficult and costly. In 
its work the Trust was encouraged by the 
fact that the Queen had consented to become 
its patron. The Duke of Edinburgh was its 
president and the Prime Minister was one 
of its distinguished trustees. For every 
Englishman the parish church was an essen- 
tial part of the English scene. 

The Trust had launched an appeal for the 
f4m. and had received gifts and promises 
amounting to £410,000. If progress was to 
be made towards the Trust’s target of £4m. 
in ten years it must have another £600,000 
this year. From the money already received 
every diocese had been helped—churches in 
country districts as well as in towns, simple 
and ancient buildings as well as architectural 
masterpieces. There were already — six 
county trusts and many more of these were 
hoped for. A county trust would raise 
money for its own churches, and its achieve- 
ment would be counted as part of the neces- 
sary £4m. The raising of so large a sum was 
a problem, but beyond this there was the 
dispensing of grants from the money when it 
was got together. No grant was made with- 
out the advice of the diocesan advisory com- 
mittee and, if necessary, plans and specifica- 
tions were submitted to a panel of architects 
so as to ensure the money being put to the 
best possible use, i.e., to ensure that the 
repairs were ‘carried out in the traditional 
manner for safety and beauty. There was 
a motion before the Church Assembly that 
a quinquennial valuation should be made in 
respect of every parish church. 

Our country churches were not usually 
neglected by their guardians, but these, whilst 
scrubbing floors and polishing furniture, 
were quite unaware of what was happening 
in the roof, and an inspection every five 
years would inform the churchwardens where 
care was needed. There was a shortage of 
architects accustomed to the repair of ancient 
buildings and of craftsmen qualified 
in technique to carry out the task. Modern 
building materials for churches were not 
confined to wood and stone; steel and con- 
crete were largely employed and the tech- 
Mique required was very different from the 
traditional ski!l of the men who had built the 
parish churches. He would like to know 
Whether parish churches were preserved or 
repaired in medieval times? When they 
became shaky the affected parts were usually 
pulled down and rebuilt, but there seemed 
little evidence of repair before the seven- 
teenth century. 


Insect Infestation 


Mr. A. W. McKenny Hucues (Principal 
Scientific Officer, British Museum—Natural 
History) followed with an address on insect 
infestation in churches. He said the wood 
boring beetles were the most important pests 


and the worst of these was the death watch 
beetle. The amount of damage it could do 
depended largely on the condition of the 
timber. The growth of the infestation would 
be rapid in really rotten woodwork, but you 
might get other timber where one or two 
beetles emerged from time to time, where the 
damage was slight, the deterioration slow and 
the infestation tending to die out of its own 
accord. Then the conditions might change 
so that you got a slow progressive recovery 
of the beetles, and after many years the in- 
festation might suddenly flare up because of 
a new stimulus. The presence of the death 
watch beetle should not be looked upon with 
complacency but it need not cause so deep a 
shadow of alarm and despondency as it 
usually did. 

As to remedies, first of all one should find 
out if there was damage by this beetle and, 
if not, whether there was damage by another 
insect. If there was damage the extent should 
be ascertained, and the cost of repair. Then 
came the prevention of the recurrence of the 
infestation and a poor and scattered parish 
might find itself faced with a four-figure sum 
to repair a beautiful old church, a legacy 
of the past. The eggs of the death watch 
beetle were whitish, lemon shaped, usually 
laid by two’s and three’s but sometimes in 
much larger groups. The egg laying was 
up to 70 in a lifetime of ten weeks. The eggs 
hatched in from two to eight weeks and the 
larvae crawled over the surface of the wood 
to find a place to enter, or they might eat 
their way in through a egg shell. From the 
time when the larvae entered the wood until 
the beetle emerged years e!apsed—rarely less 
than three and sometimes as many as ten. 
The period depended on many factors. In 
fullness of time the grub was full fed and 
became a pupa. This stage was short, 
seldom more than a month, but the adult 
usually stayed in the pupal cell until the fol- 
lowing spring. In April or May, a little 
sooner or later, the beetle emerged. 

Having ascertained that there was infesta- 
tion, the next question was whether this was 
active or inactive. The beetles might be 
found crawling on the floor, and some people 
thought this important as indicating where 
the grubs might be found in the roof 
timbers, but, recollecting that the beetles 
could both crawl and fly, much reliance 
could not be placed on the fact of their being 
found in any particular place. Where should 
search be made? If there was any damp 
patch on the wall the main roof timbers 
should be, inspected. Then the panelling, 
floor, screen, choir stalls, etc. Then there 
should be a thorough examination of the 
wood outside to see if there was any sign 
of dampness. Gutters and downpipes should 
be inspected to see if the water could get 
away. Downpipes were sometimes cracked. 
Airbricks should not be overlooked. 

The death watch beetle mostly infested 
hard wood; it was not likely to be found 
in new coniferous wood, but it might be 
found in old wood of this kind. It rested 
with the architect to decide if any particular 
beam would still carry its load. Our ances- 
tors had used far heavier beams than would 
be thought necessary to-day, and usually a 
great deal could be scraped off before the 
structure was dangerously weakened. Archi- 
tects who were inclined to condemn timber 
that had been attacked should remember that 
the beams had stood for hundreds of years 
and were likely to remain sound for many 
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years to come. It was unlikely they would 
be replaced by timber even approaching their 
quality. 

The common furniture beetle was smalle1 
than the death watch beetle, and caused 
smaller holes. It would attack any kind of 
timber. Its life cycle was from two to three 
years. The eggs were oval and rather more 
than half a millimetre in length. The female 
laid about forty. The grub was smaller 
than that of the death watch beetle. it 
was often found in church furniture, screens, 
etc. 

The powder post beetle was roughly the 
size of the common furniture beetle but 
much narrower. Its eggs were white and 
cylindrical. It affected new timber chiefly 
and was not likely to be found in old 
churches; but there was another beetle which 
caused an enormous amount of damage in 
a surprisingly short time. It was active in 
Surrey and there were a large number of 
cases in the Camberley area. 

As to control the first step was to clear 
out cupboards and other places where old 
junk was stored, first making inspection for 
things of historic value. These being pre- 
served the rest should be discarded, not left 
to act as a reservoir for infestation. Various 
chemicals were used to kill wood - boring 
beetles. The woodwork to be treated should 
be cleaned and all soft spongy wood scraped 
back to hard core. Spraying might be used. 
The man to apply the spray should be one 
keen on the job; but even he would fail if 
there were places he could not get at. Some- 
times claims were made that a particular 
treatment would destroy the death watch 
beetle at one operation; but you must give 
at least three years’ treatment, and after this 
it was well to keep the timber under obser- 
vation for another two years. 


Use of Atomic Radiation 

Mr. LAURENCE PILKINGTON said there 
were possibilities of using gamma rays to 
destroy wood-boring beetles in ancient 
church timbers, particularly in the roof; but 
neither this nor any other new method of 
treatment could replace the proper examina- 
tion of woodwork and taking steps in the 
early stages. The work on atomic radiation 
was still in the experimental stage. A very 
special team was investigating the matter 
under the auspices of the Research Associa- 
tion and a Government department. Atomic 
radiation had been tried on the death watch 
beetle but, because of its long life cycle, this 
insect was not the best from the research 
point of view, and experiment was now 
changing over to other types of beetle. 

With regard to treatment by atomic radia- 
tion there were two possibilities. One was 
to give a very high lethal dose. Alternatively, 
a smaller dose might prevent the beetles 
from breeding and thus be quite as effective 
in the long run. No figures were available 
on this: when they were available it would 
be possible to decide what time would be 
necessary to deal with beetles or larvae. 
That time almost certainly would be long. 
With a normal cobalt 60 bomb it would take 
four hours at close range to kill the beetle. 
The time necessary for a treatment that 
would stop breeding was at present unknown, 
but it would by comparison be small. A 
thing that would have to be devised was 
some kind of carriageway near the roof 
timbers so that the source of atomic radia- 
tion could move gradually down the body 
of the church. An important question was 
that of safety. It had been laid down by 
a special committee of the National Medical 
Research Council that no more than 500 





















































































































































1036 


milliroentgens per week must be received by 
anyone from such sources of radiation. This 
meant that radiation exceeding this amount 
must not penetrate the building because it 
was unlikely that adequate safety precautions 
could be taken to ensure that nobody was 
within a certain distance of any church being 
treated. It would be necessary to make a 
careful survey of the church to see what 
amount of screening and protection would 
be given by its materials and construction. 
This was not likely to be great. Finally, the 
question of cost. The small size source of 
atomic radiation of which he had spoken 
would cost about £20. If the method was 
used on a large scale it would be necessary 
to construct a portable travelling carriage 
as suggested which would be available for 
use in a large number of buildings. This 
would be expensive. 


Restoration of Saxon Chancel 


A lecture followed, given by Mr. C. D. 
HAWLEY, FRIBA, on the restoration of a 
thousand-year-old Saxon chancel standing 
in the churchyard of Saint Dunstan’s, Cheam, 
Surrey. The work, he said, was now near- 
ing completion, and the chancel stood 
revealed much as it appeared five centuries 
ago. The church of which it had been part 
was recorded in Doomsday Book. The 
chancel was now ‘known as the Lumley 
chapel and contained one of the most 
valuable collections of post-Reformation 
tombs and mural tablets in Britain. The 
barrel-vaulted plaster ceiling, rich in 
panelling and moulded pendants, was a rare 
historic feature, and there were  well- 
preserved brasses dating from the fourteenth 
century. The original Saxon quoins and 
other architectural treasures had been 
rescued from beneath protective coats of 
roughcast, and the structure saved from col- 
lapse after centuries of neglect. 

After the adjournment for lunch the first 
speaker was SiR JAMES MANN, Surveyor of 
the Queen’s Works of Art, whose subject was 
the cleaning and restoration of monuments. 
He said there was no better visual chronicle 
of English history than the monuments in 
our village churches. These ranged from 
the medieval knight to the present time. 
They told how men and women had left 
their homes for distant lands where often 
they had died and they told also of useful 
lives lived at home. They provided a 
wonderful gallery of English taste and 
craftsmanship. The old battle that used to 
rage around the broken noses of classical 
busts raged now about our church monu- 
ments. Could imagination recover what had 
been lost? Would too literal a restoration 
kill the true character of the old? Great 
understanding was necessary and each case 
must be treated as a separate one. 

The formation of work and County Trusts 
was the next subject to come before the 
conference. MR. . RAYMOND RICHARDS 
(chairman, executive committee. Historic 
Cheshire Churches Preservation Trust) said 
that in Cheshire they proposed to raise 
£100,000, and up to date had received about 
£20,000. For the country as a whole a total 
of £4,000,000 by 1962 was necessary, and this 
target could not be reached without great 
effort. Much valuable work could be done 
by County Trusts working ‘in association 
with national groups. In Cheshire the bulk 
of the money raised had come from industry, 
not from individuals; and he thought this 
was generally the experience of national 
groups. 

The last speaker on Friday was MR. JoHN 
BETJEMAN, who sought to the 


answer 
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question, “ When is a church historic? ” To- 
day, he said, we built with courage when it 
was a bandstand or something else to be 
taken down next year, when it was made out 
of impermanent materials. But when we 
came to brick and stone a lot of what 
passed for modern architecture in church 
work was no more than an imitation of a 
temporary structure done in permanent 
materials. What we had to consider in 
historic tradition was what was beautiful, 
whether it was texture, proportion, outline or 
durability. Most of our old country 
churches were not architecture, and were not 
intended to be architecture. They were 
really enlarged cottages which had become 
beautiful with time. 

When the conference resumed on the 
Saturday morning the first speaker was MR. 
THOMAS Rayson, FRIBA, who spoke of the 
use and abuse of synthetic stone. He said 
that the intention of the restorer of an old 
building was to perpetuate that building so 
that its appearance might be affected as little 
as possible by the methods adopted. A great 
deal of skill was sometimes required in 
restoring, but the greatest skill would be con- 
spicuous by the absence of all visible 
evidence that any work had been done. There 
were two aspects of this subject, structural 
work and surface treatment. In regard to 
surface maintenance where stone’ had 
decayed and _ disappeared. new _ stone 
resembling the old and of a similar hardness 
should be used. The use of synthetic stone 
should be confined to stabilisation; the pur- 
pose must be that of mortar which, indeed, 
the synthetic stone was. For other purposes 
than those of restoration synthetic stone 
must take its place in the list of available 
materials for building use; but for ashlar 
restoration the use of synthetic stone was 
destructive of the artistic quality of a build- 
ing. 

Mr. B. H. St. J. O’NeEt (Chief Inspector 
of Ancient Monuments), who presided at this 
lecture, said the experience of his Ministry 
was against the use of synthetic stone. 


Georgian Churches 


Mr. JOHN SUMMERSON, ARIBA, followed 
with an address on the preservation of 
Georgian churches. He said that there was 
a very large class of people to whom the 
late eighteenth-century or early nineteenth- 
century church was less worthy of care than 
anything medieval. There was a tendency to 
think of churches archaeologically and this 
was against an interest in Georgian churches. 
But times were changing and some Georgian 
churches in London had been well restored. 

Lantern slides followed showing the work 
of Wren, his contemporaries and_ those 
who immediately followed him, then .of the 
Gothic revival, and then of the later classical 
work in the earlier part of the nineteenth 
century. 


HOUSING PROGRESS 


Figures for April 


THE HousiING SuUMMary presented to Par- 
liament as a White Paper* jointly by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment and the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, shows that the number of permanent 
houses completed in Great Britain during 
April was 27,261, compared with 23,262 in 
April, 1953. 

In the first four months of 1954, 105,351 
permanent houses were completed, com- 
pared with 92,693 in the same period of 
1953. 


*Cmd. 9170 Housing Summary, 
HM Stationery Office, price 2d. 
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FIBRE BUILDING BOARD 
Conference in Copenhagen 


TPHE first annual general meeting and 

conference of the Fibre Building 
Board Development Organisation, Ltd.. took 
place at Copenhagen on May 25-26. Nearly 
60 delegates representing fibre building board 
interests in seven countries took part in the 
discussions, which dealt with all aspects of 
FIDOR’S work. Mr. E. P. Lawrence, chair- 
man, presided. 

At the annual general meeting which took 
place before the conference, Mr. C. Geoffrey 
Cullen, director and chairman of Bowaters 
Building Boards, Ltd., was elected chairman 
of the governing council of FIDOR in 
succession to Mr. E, P. Lawrence, manag- 
ing director of Scharin Products, Ltd. Mr. 
A. N. Galliver, chairman of the Fibre Build- 
ing Board Agents’ Association, was elected 
to the vice-chair. Addressing the conference 
on the results of FIDOR’s work during the 
past year, Mr. LAWRENCE said:— 

We have definitely brought fibre board 
right into the front of the picture so far 
as the chief consumers are concerned. The 
flow of articles and publications of different 
kinds, which now has almost become a spate, 
is certainly making the builder, architect, 
etc., “board conscious.”” We must also make 
the public * board-minded.” This can only 
be a somewhat long-term object, but we have 
already had a certain amount of publicity 
outside the trade and technical journals. We 
have, however, found that there were so 
many things to deal with that the results 
in this field are not yet spectacular. 

We set out to establish a service to the 
architect, engineer and designer. This was 
obviously another long-term project, and it 
is fair to say that in the beginning we did 
not make any attempt to attract inquiries 
from such sources. However, it is a tribute 
to the publicity and development work being 
carried out by FIDOR that these inquiries 
are increasing daily. 

We have had a very interesting meeting 
with the Ministry of Education, who wel- 
comed the existence of FIDOR and pro- 
pounded many problems which affect the 
wider use of fibre board in schools. Three 
of the most important were: (1) The fire 
question—flame-spread and penetration. (2) 
Use of modular planning in school buildings. 
(3) Acoustics and sound quietening. 


Fibre Board in Schools 


The Ministry’s architectural and engineer- 
ing departments from time to time issue 
bulletins for the guidance of county, muni- 
cipal and private architects engaged in the 
school work. We have recommended that 
a bulletin should be prepared on the use 
of fibre building board in schools, and I think 
it fair to say that the Ministry is sympathetic 
to the idea. 

Another duty of FIDOR is to give a ser- 
vice to the distributors of fibre building 
board. We envisage a considerable amount 
of work in this field, some of it on a rather 
long-term basis, but up to the present we 
have published a very comprehensive 
directory on fibre board which has been 
circulated to contacts all over the country, 
totalling 55,000, and shortly the revised Fibre 
Board Handbook will be published and will 
be available to our distributor friends at cost. 
You will be glad to hear that the most recent 
calculation made shows a consumption run 
ning at 500 million feet per annum. 
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MIX DESIGN AND QUALITY CONTROL 
OF CONCRETE 


Technical Summary of Recent Symposium 


[From a Correspondent] 


HE Cement and Concrete Association 
has been responsible for another sym- 
posium on a particular aspect of concrete 
technology—mix design and quality control 
of concrete, and has now issued the follow- 
ing technical summary of the proceedings. 
The arrangements were made in conjunction 
with the Prestressed Concrete Development 
Group, the Reinforced Concrete Association 
and the Research Committee for the Cast 
Stone and Cast Concrete Products Industry, 
and with the active co-operation of the 
Building Research Station and the Road 
Research Laboratory of DSIR. There were 
over 1,500 applications for membership and 
an average of 475 attended each session of 
the symposium, which took place at the 
Empire Rooms, 161, Tottenham Court-road, 
London, Wl, on May 11 to 13. 

The programme had been planned to 
cover British methods and experience in 
designing and controlling concrete mixes, but 
a considerable number of members from 
Scandinavian countries were welcomed at 
the symposium and one of the authors was 
from Australia. 

It would appzar from the papers that the 
authors were in agreement over most of the 
technical ideas presented, but nevertheless 
there were lively discussions on a f2w points 
of difference. If any fashion was started at 
this symposium, it was to talk about the 
use of statistics in quality control methods. 
Yet it was obvious from remarks made by a 
number of speakers that for the most part 
the material presented to the symposium was 
not new; much of it had been known for 20 
years or more. This theme, coupled with 
the large attendance at the meetings, sug- 
gested that never in the field of engineering 
has so much knowledge been kept back from 
so many by so few! 

It seems that the method of designing con- 
crete mixes outlined in Road Note No. 4 
has become generally accepted in this coun- 
try; it fulfils the essential requirement that 
the mix proportions be selected to make 
the best use of the available supplies of 
aggregate. The method is based on Abrams’ 
water/cement ratio “law” that the com- 
pressive strength of concrete at any age 
depends primarily on the water/cement 
ratio of the mix. Although it was shown 
that the richness of the mix and the type and 
grading of the aggregate also affected the 
compressive strength, these factors need not 
normally be considered unless the concrete 
is to have a comparatively high compressive 
strength. A number of speakers emphasised 
that any method of mix design should be 
checked by making full-scale trial mixes, 
and calculations could sometimes be replaced 
by experience. 


Minimum Compressive Strengths 

It has been possible, with the development 
of mix design and control methods, to 
achieve specified minimum compressive 
Strengths with leaner mixes. However, 
repeated reference was made to the dangers 
of accepting the cube test as the only 
criterion of quality, and to the importance 
of the durability and impermeability of the 
concrete. It was suggested that these pro- 
perties might be overlooked in the desire for 
leaner mixes and that they could only be 
safeguarded by having a concrete with a 


minimum cement content. On the other 
hand, it was pointed out that the richer mixes 
used in structures erected several years ago 
did not save many of them from serious 
deterioration. ; 

{t was suggested that the workability and 
compressive strength of concrete were not 
affected by the grading of the aggregates 
provided the specific surface of the aggre- 
gate particles was the same. It would 
appear, therefore, that concrete of similar 
properties could be made with either gap- or 
continuously graded aggregates, and that it 
should be possible to combine any aggre- 
gates complying with BS882 to make good 
concrete. However, it was suggested that 
concrete made with gap-graded aggregates 
was more liable to segregate, and it should 
only be used where the workability is suit- 
able for compaction by vibration and where 
a high degree of quality control is to be 
exercised. 

The statistical approach to the cube test 
leads to the idea that a small stated per- 
centage of results should be expected to fall 
below the specified minimum value; this 
interpretation of “minimum” value was 
challenged and the view was expressed that 
any concrete represented by a cube result 
which did not come up to the specification 
requirement should be cut out. Other 
speakers pointed out that this approach 
was impracticable under many conditions 
and even undesirable where the cube 
making and testing technique was suspect; 
the problem should ‘be faced when 
specifications are drafted and not left to 
a site meeting when the first cube fails to 
reach the required minimum. In any case, 
each example of a result which failed to 
come up to the required standard should 
be treated individually and the reasons for 
the failure thoroughly investigated. Refer- 
ence was made to the use of non-destructive 
testing, by measuring the velocity of an 
ultrasonic pulse through the concrete, as a 
check on the quality of the concrete in the 
structure. 


Variations Under Site Conditions 


It was evident that there is as yet insuffi- 
cient data available to decide whether the 
variation in cube results obtained under site 
conditions with any particular degree of con- 
trol can be assessed more accurately by the 
standard deviation or the coefficient of 
variation. It seems that the coefficient of 
variation would be more applicable to 
laboratory tests where the variation in results 
is mainly that inherent in testing technique, 
but such evidence as was available to some 
speakers suggested that the standard devia- 
tion was the more appropriate to the varia- 
tion of test cubes made under site conditions. 
It may well be that neither is constant for 
a particular degree of control but that the 
coefficient of variation tends to become the 
more accurate as the degree of quality con- 
trol improves. 

There seemed little doubt that where con- 
trol methods were applied according to the 
requirements of the job, there was a definite 
saving in the overall cost of the work, but 
it was not always clear when it would be 
profitable to apply particular techniques. A 
high standard of quality could be obtained 
on the small jobs by introducing ready- 
mixed concrete or by using precast concrete 
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Many speakers referred to the 
which could be 
achieved if the amount of water added at 
the mixer was based on a trained mixer 
driver’s assessment of the workability of the 
concrete. 


products. 
high degree of control 


Certificate in Concrete Practice 


It was announced that the City and Guilds 
of London Institute had recently decided to 
introduce a certificate in concrete practice, 
which should help considerably in the train- 
ing of clerks of works, general foremen and 
mixer drivers; the success of the scheme 
would depend on a sufficient number of 
suitable people offering their services as 
lecturers. While there was no doubt that 
the supervisory staff should be thoroughly 
trained, there was some difference of opinion 
as to the need and desirability of extending 
training schemes to the man actually carry- 
ing out the work. 

It was inevitable that many problems 
should remain unsolved, but the discussions 
showed where further research or attention 
should be directed. Devices were needed to 
measure the workability of concrete while 
it was still in the mixer, to measure the 
water/cement ratio of fresh concrete and to 
measure the degree of compaction of con- 
crete after placing in the moulds. There 
was a renewed demand for an accelerated 
cube test, by which the 7-day or 28-day 
cube strength could be forecast from results 
obtained in a day or less. Research was 
needed to study other properties of concrete 
than compressive strength, particularly dura- 
bility and impermeability, and to establish 
what was referred to as the “effective” 
water/cement ratio of a mix. A_ planned 
investigation was required to provide data 
about site cube results from which the 
statistical properties of their distribution 
could be assessed more precisely. 
Commercial Interests Criticised 

As might be expected, the various com- 
merical interests associated with concrete 
production were subjected to some criticism, 
but this did not necessarily apply to each 
industry as a whole. A number of speakers 
referred to the difficulty of obtaining uniform 
supplies of aggregate: sometimes this was 
due to the overloading or lack of main- 
tenance of the processing equipment; some- 
times aggregate suppliers had not even heard 
of the British Standards for concrete aggre- 
gates. The manufacturers of concreting 
plant had still to design and produce a con- 
crete mixer and handling plant which would 
deal effectively with dry mixes, and there 
was room for considerable improvement in 
the manufacture of vibrators. 

It seemed that not all precast products 
manufacturers and civil] engineering contrac- 
tors were taking advantage of quality control 
methods, and consultants were criticised for 
preparing unworkable specifications and 
often accepting the lowest tender without 
regard to quality. . There was obviously a 
need for a wider application throughout the 
industry of existing knowledge, such as that 
presented to the symposium. 


RICS Officers 


AT THE first meeting on May 31 of the 
newly elected council.of the Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors, the: following 
were elected officers for the session 1954- 
1955: President, Mr. Charles P. Bowyer; 
senior vice-president, Mr. William R. Brac- 
kett, OBE: vice-presidents, Messrs. W. M. 
Balch, W. E. A. Bull, F. G. Fleury, OBE. 
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ACCIDENT PREVENTION 


FROM A MANAGEMENT POINT OF VIEW 


Mr. Peter Trench’s Talk to London Building Accident 
Prevention Group 


HE suggestion of paying a site safety 
bonus on a points system as a way of 
stimulating interest in accident prevention 
was made by Mr. PETER TRENCH, OBE, 
managing director, Bovis, Ltd., at a recent 
general meeting of the London Building and 
Engineering Contractors’ Accident Preven- 
tion Group. Mr. Trench took as his subject 
“ Accident Prevention from a Management 
Point of View,” and we take the following 
extracts from his remarks. Mr. Trench 
said :— 

To my mind there are three main groups 
involved in this campaign of making an 
industry safer :— 

(i) You, the specialists—the safety 
officers and other individuals and bodies 
dealing solely with this subject. 

(ii) Operatives and their trade unions. 

(iii) Management and their trade asso- 
ciations. 


1 put you first because you are the spear- 
head which, with or without the assistance 
of the others, must continue to advance to 
the goal of reducing the accident rate to a 
minimum. You will, I hope, get the views 
of the second group. It is vital that we in- 
terest them in the subject; I wish now to 
deal with the third. Do not let us delude 
ourselves, however; the campaign will only 
be successful when the efforts of all three 
groups are co-ordinated. 


You will notice that I have been rude 
enough not to include safety officers under 
management. This is purely a matter of 
personal definition and of convenience. In 
my business I apply the well-tried military 
principle of staff and services. The services 
may not have the same glamour as the staff, 
but they are vita] to each other and both 
equally unpopular with the rank and file—in 
our case on the building site! 

The prime object of management in our 
industry is to produce conditions whereby 
we build well, we build fast and we build 
economically. Anything that can help in the 
attainment of that object must be encour- 
aged; anything that hinders must be ruth- 
lessly discarded. As a means to an end we 
use men, materials and plant, the co-ordina- 
tion of which is the main function of 
Management. This co-ordination must be 
carried out at an overhead cost lower than 
the excess of revenue over expenditure. 
Failure to do this means no money, no 
buildings and no accidents to prevent. 


SEEING THE OTHER SIDE 

You may ask what this potted version of 
“The Ruthless Entrepreneur’s Aid to Pro- 
fits”’ has to do with accident prevention, and 
I can see that knowing nudge and hear that 
knowing whisper, “ The man’s a bit off the 
beam.” Not a bit of it! You spend a lot 
of your time—or you should spend a lot of 
it—dealing with accident records, studying 
the Building Regulations, tearing your hair 
because of lack of toe boards, dodging or 
welcoming the Factory Inspectors, deliberat- 
ing on safety boots and goggles, and so on. 
Some of you eat and sleep as well as breathe 
accident prevention, and even then you find 
the day not long enough to do all you want 
to do in encouraging safety consciousness in 


your organisations. This is as it should be. 
While doing this some of you no doubt feel 
that the boss is more concerned with the 
profit and loss account than he is with pre- 
venting accidents. He probably is, but don’t 
let that depress you; try to see the other 
side of the penny—his side. You need only 
get depressed if he fails to recognise that 
accident prevention plays a real part in that 
profit and loss account or, alternatively, 
thinks that a realistic safety policy is nothing 
more than an addition to his already inflated 
overheads. If it ever gets to that pitch— 
start worrying! 

You are not only specialists in safety, but 
vou must be lawyers, statisticians and diplo- 
mats as well. Diplomats in the sense that 
you must persuade recalcitrant executives 
that accident prevention is a function of 
management, for, to ensure success, every 
safety officer must have the full support of 
his board of directors. Without that support 
he will have an uphill struggle. 


You are the lucky ones who do not have 
to ask your boards for such support, but 
there must be many not in such a fortunate 
position. If I were asked how to set about 

ersuading top management on this subject 
I think I would use the following four lines 
of argument :— 


(i) To-day site morale counts for much, 
and the builder who has a happy and con- 
tented site is going a long way towards 
the increase in productivity which we all 
desire. The accident rate on a job con- 
tributes much to the morale on the site. 
Conditions on building sites at the best of 
times are not very comfortable—at least 
they can be made as safe as possible. 
Surely men work better in safe than in 
unsafe conditions. 

(ii) Speaking of “ productivity,” acci- 
dents, however small, on building sites 
must lead to disruption and lost time—not 
only to the unfortunate man concerned 
but to his mates and others not necessarily 
in the vicinity. Lost time, and loss of 
continuity, mean lost effort and’ lost 
money. 


(iii) Tucked away in the overhead of 
every building firm is the cost of insur- 
ance, and a very large proportion of this 
has to cover employers’ liability. Pre- 
miums are based on claims histories and 
it is axiomatic that the fewer the claims 
the lower the rate. It could be argued 
that through bad luck accidents occur on 
some jobs no matter the safety precau- 
tions—but surely the odds are less on the 
safety-conscious job. The difficulty of 
balancing the tangible cost of an accident 
prevention policy against the intangible 
savings of its success is one of the chief 
deterrents to the introduction of a realistic 
safety policy in many companies. 

(iv) An analysis of accidents on build- 
ing sites will reveal that quite apart from 
the high percentage caused as a result of 
falls of persons or objects, many are 
caused by sheer untidiness and lack of 
order. An accident-free job is usually an 
efficient job, and an efficient job is an 
economic job. As a piece of deductive 
logic this is perhaps fallacious, but, believe 
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me, efficiency, economy, tidiness and a low 

accident rate go hand in hand. 

You will notice that I have not used an, 
appeal to the emotions nor the threat of 
legal action and consequent cost cf dis. 
obeying the law. It must be eviden!. hoy. 
ever, to those who have seen the changes 
over the last few decades that not only the 
state, but also the individual is becoming 
more and more aware of moral] obligations. 
Although welfare on building sites lags 
abysmally behind many industries, the im. 
provement over the last few years is quite 
extraordinary. Such an improvement doe; 
not result only from regulations and _ the 
realisation that working conditions have , 
bearing on productivity, but because ep. 
lightened employers now realise that they 
have moral as well as legal obligations to 
their employees. 


TOP MANAGEMENT’S ROLE 


Having, I hope, successfully argued in 
favour of a realistic safety policy as part of 
the management function, it remains to cop- 
sider the implementation of that policy. | 
have already mentioned the staff and service 
principle. The service, or specialist function, 
is the one carried on by many of those pre- 
sent to-day, and it consists of advising the 
management and taking executive action 
through specialist channels. The selection 
and training of the right man for this job 
is in itself a management function. On the 
staff side, the policy drawn up with the aid 
of the safety specialist is transmitted through 
executive and supervisory channels to the 
man on the job. There is no better way 
than for top management to set the pace 
themselves. This can, I suggest, be done as 
follows :— 

First, a director could be made responsible 
for this aspect of management; secondly, a 
small head office safety committee could be 
formed which would include the director 
concerned, his safety adviser, and one of the 
supervisory and technical staff. This com- 
mittee would report to the main board and 
would generally be responsible for. imple. 
menting policy. 

Thirdly, supervisory grades could be 
educated to treat accident prevention as they 
would any building technique. Looking for 
trouble should become second nature. There 
is no better way of education than leader 
ship, and top management should always 
make a point, when visiting sites, of spending 
a few minutes discussing safety precautions 
with the agent or general foreman. 

You have already had a talk and discus 
sion on accident statistics, and I need only 
emphasise the use of such statistics to mat 
agement. Much depends on the form in 
which statistics are presented. I would not 
like to try to lay down any particular 
formula, but would ask that such statistics 
be both simple and in a form which makes 
deductions from them easy to arrive at. Pro- 
per statistics can prove or disprove the suc- 
cess of a policy. A word here on accident 
reports. These are invaluable sources of 
information and are a first-class medium for 
keeping management informed of the success 
or otherwise of their safety policy. 
the information presented should be simpk 
and brief. 


SAFETY BONUS SCHEMES 


In this short talk I have hardly touched 
on site organisation, but this is really a sub 
ject in itself. The state of safety on any 
contract is the direct result of policy from 
above. For those who have not already 
thought of it, I throw out the suggestiol 
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of a site safety bonus on a points system. 
There are many difficulties to be overcome 
in this respect, but I believe uniformity can 
be achieved and it would certainly be’a way 
of stimulating interest in this subject. 


DISCUSSION 


In the discussion that followed, Mr. E. 
Jones (NFBTO) complimented Mr. Trench 
on- his speech, but asked what he meant 
when he referred to “ accident-conscious 
job.” On the subject of joint consultation 
he was struck that with one exception there 
was a complete absence of consultation 
between management and operatives on 
safety precautions. Mr. Jones said that if 
we were to have accident-conscious jobs 
then it was the duty of the management to 
advance this question and examine the cause 
of the accidents, analyse them and find out 
how they were caused and how they could 
be prevented. This question should be 
brought down to the level of the men on the 
job, to endeavour to make them more 
accident conscious. What was Mr. Trench’s 
opinion of a bonus on points? 

Mr. TRENCH replied that, concerning 
safety consciousness he felt that the lead 
had got to come from the head—in fact, the 
general foreman. It was up to him to 
enthuse his spirit into the rest of the team, 
everybody down to the tea boy, and ensure 
that all were thinking about safety pre- 
cautions. 

He suggested that on the management side 
they were definitely ahead of the operatives 
in getting something done in the way of 
accident prevention. He said he would wel- 
come any man on any job who came to him 
and complained of breaches of the regula- 
tions which could cause accidents, but all too 
often the complaints were about the tea; 
this was a subject which must be taken up 
by the unions. He assured Mr. Jones that 
the vice-chairman of this Industrial Safety 
Group made a point of raising this question 
of joint consultations and safety at those 
meetings. 

Referring to the bonus system, Mr. Trench 
said he had in mind “a nice silver cup” to 
be competed for. by various sites, and this 
would also increase productivity. 

Mr. Jones said that the unions were doing 
nothing about the accident prevention 
system. He suggested that a speaker be sent 
to one of his organisers’ meetings though 
it was very difficult to get people to meetings. 
If they could get the general foreman to 
the meetings and prove the worth of follow- 
ing up this question of safety, they could 
then spread the gospel by talking to the 
other men in their rooms. 

_ THE SECRETARY wondered if the regional 
Joint committee might consider taking some 
action on accident prevention. 

A member said that he was struck by the 
disorganised state of the building industry. 
He said that he had been a safety officer for 
many years and most other big industries 
were highly organised, but that a building 
site was extremely disorganised and untidy. 
He said that builders did not conform to 
any standard practice but each person had 
his own way of doing things, fixing scaffolds, 
etc., which was different from anybody else’s. 
He felt that if there was a standard practice 
to which everyone conformed, it would be 
a great help towards accident prevention. 

CuarRMAN then said that this was the 
Purpose of this group, and that the minutes 
of the meetings of the group were circulated 
to about 120 groups in the country. 

Mr. TRENCH sympathised with the mem- 
ber but said he must not give up, but rather 
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keep on trying. On the subject of untidiness 
and disorganisation it was said that building 
sites were only temporary jobs and lasted 
perhaps nine months. Things were only tem- 
porary and were therefore treated in a tem- 
porary manner and nothing could be too 
elaborate. The building trade suffered also 
from a great “floating” population and the 
great majority had no particular affinity to 
a firm—they came and went. 

Mr. CURWEN proposed a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Trench. 


FORESTRY COMMISSIONERS’ 
ANNUAL REPORT 
Housing Programme Curtailed 


THE THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT of 
the Forestry Commissioners, published on 


June 2 (HMSO, price 3s.), covers the year S 


ended September 30 last and states that 
the need for economy in national expendi- 
ture was again a guiding factor to the Com- 
missioners in framing their own programme 
of work. The gross expenditure during the 
year on forestry operations was virtually the 
same as in the previous year, yet the area 
planted—more than 67,000 acres—was 
nearly 10 per cent. more and represented 
the largest area of plantations made in any 
one year since the Commission’s inception 
in 1919. More than 104 m. trees were used 
to form the new plantations. 

To carry out this expanding programme 
of planting and maintenance within the 
funds available, says the report, it was 
necessary to postpone some of the ancillary 
work, and considerably fewer houses were 
completed than in the previous.year. The 
policy of restricting the placing of contracts 
for new houses was continued, and rather 
fewer miles of roads were built. 

The rate of acquisition of land for plant- 
ing continued to give the Commissioners 
much concern. The net additions in the 
past two years have been substantially less 
than the areas planted. “Clearly,” states 
the report, “unless this trend is reversed 
the Commissioners’ plans for a steady in- 
crease in the planting programme will not 
succeed.” 

The volume of produce from the Com- 
missioners’ forests disposed of during the 
year was 12 m. cu. ft., some half a million 
cu. ft. less than in the previous year. 

Referring to private forestry, the report 
says progress continues to be made under 
the Dedication of Woodlands scheme, the 
total area dedicated at the end of the year 
being 226,000 acres on 479 estates. Some 
18,000 acres were planted by private owners 
during the year, an increase of 3,000 acres 
compared with the previous year. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


HOUSEBUILDING IN TRANSITION. By Sher- 
man J. Maisel. (London: Cambridge Uni- 
versity Press.) Price 37s. 6d. 

FORM AND REFORM IN ARCHITECTURE. By 
Bertram Hume. (London: Halcyon Press.) 
Price 15s. 

PENCIL DRAWING FOR THE ARCHITECT. By 
Charles I. Hobbis. (London: Alec Tiranti, 
Ltd.) Price 7s. 6d. 

Essex. By Nikolaus Pevsner. 
Penguin Books.) Price 5s. 


(Middx : 


«' Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
Street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 
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ANCIENT MONUMENTS BOARDS 
Appointments for England and Wales 


THE MINISTER OF WORKS has recon- 
stituted the Ancient Monuments Boards for 
England and Wales. The members of the 
Boards, who have been appointed under the 
provisions of the Ancient Monuments Act, 
1913, for a term of five years from April 1, 
1954, are:— 

England.—Chairman: Lord Harlech. 


Sir Leigh Ashton, M. S. Briggs, FRIBA, R. L. §, 
Bruce-Mitford, Professor V. Gordon Childe, Pro 
fessor John G. D. Clark, W. F. Grimes, Professor 
Charles F. C. Hawkes, Nigel Nicolson, Sir Eric de 
Normann, B. H. St. J. O’Neil, C. A. Ralegh Radford, 
Professor A. E. Richardson, FRIBA, Professor 
Geoffrey Webb, Professor Sir Mortimer Wheeler. 


Wales.—Chairman: Professor Sir Ifor Williams. 


Professor E. G. Bowen, Sir Cyril Fox, D.Litt., W. J. 
Hemp, A. H, A. Hogg, J. D. K. Lloyd, T. Al 
Lloyd, FRIBA, PPTPI, V. E. Nash-Williams, B. H. 
t. J. O'Neil, C. A. Ralegh Radford, M. A. Randall, 
Professor William Rees, Rebert Richards, Sir Ben 
Bowen Thomas. 


REINFORCED CONCRETE 
ASSOCIATION 


Annual Luncheon 

HE principal achievement of the Re- 

inforced Concrete Association during the 
past year has been to persuade the City and 
Guilds of London Institute to add “ Concrete 
Practice” to the list of subjects for which 
it awards certificates, said Mr. H. G. 
COUSINS, retiring president of the Associa- 
tion, at its annual luncheon held in London 
on June 2. 

The examination was intended for super- 
visors, and potential supervisors, said Mr. 
Cousins, and would denote ability to carry 
out efficiently and intelligently the processes 
connected with the making and placing of 
concrete, based on a sound elementary 
knowledge of the principles involved. 
Courses of instruction leading up to the 
examination would be held in _ technical 
schools and colleges throughout the country. 
Arrangements had already been made in 
London, Cardiff, Croydon and Edinburgh, 
and other towns had informed the Associa- 
tion of their wish to start them in September. 

The scheme had been initiated at the 
request of the Association, and it was for 
members to ensure its success. They had 
been asked to recommend men with a prac- 
tical outlook and a sound knowledge of the 
principles of concrete-making, who were 
willing to undertake the important task of 
giving the lectures in the technical schools. 
“We have already about twenty volunteers,” 
he said, “ but unfortunately not all of them 
are conveniently situated in relation to the 
schools which have asked us to recommend 
lecturers, and we require more names, 
particularly in the Midlands. We have put 
the City and Guilds to a great deal of 
trouble, and we must not let them down.” 


MONOPOLIES COMMISSION 
Investigation into Non-Ferrous Metal 
Products 


IN ACCORDANCE with the provisions of the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices Com- 
mission Act, 1953, the chairman of the Com- 
mission has appointed the following group 
to continue the investigation and to report 
on the Commission’s references concerning 
the supply and export of certain non-ferrous 
metal products. 

D. A. S. Cairns, QC (chairman), Prof. 
G. C. Allen, J. Archdale, W. G. Cullen, B. 
Davidson, C. N. Gallie, C. H. P. Gifford, 
OBE, Prof. A. L. Goodhart, KBE, QC, G. 
G. Scott, QC. 
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DEMOLITION ORDERS 


When Revocation is Permitted: New 
Bill’s Powers 


From a Legal Correspondent 


T is commonly said that a demolition 

order, once made, cannot be revoked. 
Such orders are made under Section 11 of 
the Housing Act, 1936, which, following 
earlier legislation, provides that where a local 
autherity—that is to say a county borough, 
borough or district council—are satisfied 
that any house within their area is unfit for 
human habitation and is not capable at a 
reasonable expense of being rendered so fit, 
they shall serve upon the person having con- 
trol of the house notice of the time and place 
at which they will consider any offer with 
respect to the carrying out of works, or the 
future user of the house which he may 
wish to submit. 


It is unlikely that the owner will be willing 
to spend a sum which the local authority 
themselves consider unreasonable in order 
to put the house into a habitable state of 
repair, but he may be willing to give an 
undertaking that he will not allow the house 
te be used for human habitation. Local 
authorities usually accept such undertakings 
provided the structure is not dangerous, but 
if an undertaking is not given or, being given, 
is not accepted, then the house is doomed. 
The local authority are required to make a 
demolition order and, subject to the owner’s 
right of appeal to the county court, which 
he may exercise within 21 days, there is no 
provision in the Housing Act, 1936, whereby 
such an order may be set aside. 


Failure to Comply 


It would make no difference if the owner 
did not comply with the order, for the local 
authority would then be required to step in 
and do the job for him, recovering any ex- 
penses incurred in the process and, even 
should they fail in their duty, the house 
would still be condemned and action upder 
the demolition order might be taken at any 
time. This point was brought out in the case 
of Martin v. Downham Rural District Coun- 
cil last year. An owner had not appealed 
against a demolition order made in 1950 re- 
quiring him to demolish a house within six 
weeks. The order accordingly became elfec- 
tive, but neither he nor the local authority 
had in fact demolished the house, which was 
still standing some three years later. It had, 
in fact, been sold—for £20—in 1952, and the 
new owner, after executing repairs, went into 
occupation. When he was re-accommodated 
he used the premises as a store and sought 
an injunction restraining the local authority 
from pulling down the house on the ground 
that the order, which had required demolition 
within six weeks and had been made nearly 
three years previously, was now invalid. The 
Court held that it was still in force and had 
not been invalidated by the delay. 


Whilst the provisions of the Housing Act, 
1936, are still in force, exceptions to the gene- 
ral rule as to the irrevocability of demoli- 
tion orders have been, and are being, intro- 
fluced to ineet circumstances which were not 
contemplated 18 years ago. It was not then 
realised that the altered circumstances which 
were to result from the war would make it 
reasonable to repair houses which it would 
have been expedient to demolish or to replace 
in 1936 when ample building labour and 
materials were available. It was not fore- 
seen that repairs expenditure which might 


THE BUILDER 


have seemed unreasonable to the local 
authority and to the owner might seem justi- 
fied in the eyes of a new owner taking over 
a condemned house. Finally, it was not 
appreciated that some of the houses to which 
the Act applied might possess features of 
architectural or historic interest which would 
justify the preservation of the building at an 
otherwise unreasonable cost. It is to meet 
these points that subsequent legislation has 
been promoted. 


Powers Under New Bill 


The first exception was permitted by 
Defence Regulations 68A and 68AA, which 
allowed local authorities to grant and renew 
six-monthly licences for the occupation of 
condemned houses by agricultural workers 
and by persons who would otherwise be 
homeless. These Defence Regulations have 
now been revoked. but it is sought, under 
clause 4 of the Housing Repairs and Rents 
Bill, to give local authorities powers to con- 
tinue to deal in the same way with such 
houses. 


In some cases, substantial sums had been 
spent on the repair of houses temporarily 
reprieved under the Regulations, and section 
2 of the Housing Act, 1949, afforded the 
owners of such properties to which demoli- 
tion orders made before January 1, 1946, 
applied the right to request local authorities 
to apply to the county court to quash demoli- 
tion orders. This right had to be exercised 
before July 30, 1950, but the period was 
extended to July 14, 1954, by the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 
1953, which also gave local authorities power 
to make clgsing orders instead of demolition 
orders, or to substitute closing orders for 
demolition orders made before July 14, 1953. 
Saving provisions for houses of architectural 
or historic interest were included in section 
3 of the Housing Act, 1949, which authorised 
closing orders to be made or substituted for 
demolition orders in respect of such houses. 


Perpetuation of Licensing Powers 


The latest, and perhaps the last, words on 
the subject are to be found in the Housing 
Repairs and Rents Bill which, after a mixed 
reception in the Commons is now before 
the Lords. Clause 4, which seeks to perpetu- 
ate the licensing powers granted to local 
authorities under Defence Regulations 68A 
and 68AA also enables local authorities to 
revoke demolition orders upon any such 
houses which they may acquire. Further- 
more, under a new clause added to the Bill 
when it was passing through committee, an 
owner of a house in respect of which a 
demolition order has become operative may 
submit to the local authority proposals for 
the execution of works designed to secure 
the reconstruction, enlargement or improve- 
ment of the house, or of any buildings of 
which the house is one. If the local authority 
are satisfied that the result of the works will 
be the provision of one or more houses for 
human habitation, the condemned house may 
be reprieved and, subject to the execution of 
the works to the satisfaction of the local 
authority, the demolition order will be re- 
voked by them. 


It is not likely that these new provisions 
will apply to any considerable number of 
houses, but they will afford a new lease of 
life to some which may have continued to 
stand under the shadow of a demolition 
order for several years, and they will avoid 
local authorities being placed in the position 
of having to insist upon the operation of 
demolition orders in the face of proposals 
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for renovation and repair, satisfactory ip 
themselves, which may be made by persons 
acquiring such properties. 


DOMESTIC ENGINEERING 
EMPLOYERS 


Association’s Jubilee Dinner 


A TRIBUTE to the work of the Associa- 
tion of Heating, Ventilating and Domes. 
tic Engineering Employers and its forbears 
was paid by SiR WALTER MONCKTON, KCMG, 
KCVO, MC, QC, MP, Minister of Labour 
and National Service, when he proposed a 
toast to the Association at its Jubilee Dinner 
held at the Savoy Hotel, London, on May 26. 


The Association did well, he said, to re- 
member the vision and enterprise of those 
who started the Association in 1904, and he 
went on to refer to the very important part 
played by the small firms in its affairs. 


Nothing could be more important, he said, 
than good human industrial relations, and 
he alluded to the qualities of understanding, 
sympathy and patience that existed in both 
the employers’ and operatives’ organisations 
in the industry. From these qualities, he 
said, grew mutual trust, which was the very 
foundation of good industrial relations. This 
itself would lead to higher productivity and 
prosperity not only in their own industry but 
in all the other industries it served. 


The Personal Touch 


Responding to the toast, Mr. J. N. 
SAUNDERS, MIHVE, president of the Associa- 
tion, referred to the fact that they were a 
very small section of the industrial com- 
munity and this he believed had contributed 
to their success, as most of their members 
knew a considerable proportion of other 
members, at least in their particular area. 


Further, their Association had a good solid 
practical foundation, and had grown up- 
wards from that rather than having had a 
theoretical plan superimposed upon the in- 
dustry from above, as so many large organi- 
sations appeared to have. ‘“ Once an organi- 
sation becomes too large,” he said, “that 
vital personal contact appears to become lost 
and management appears to become a matter 
of the issue of directives based upon some 
master theoretical plan, which no doubt is 
excellent in theory. 


“Tt may be that our own organisation is 
too small, but somewhere between the ex- 
tremes lies the optimum size of organisation 
for efficient and effective assessment of facts 
and discussion of day-to-day problems. | 
feel certain that we have in our presen! 
organisation a means by which the pattern 
for industry could be determined. 


“If each section of the industrial com- 
munity could be so completely in touch with 
fact and opinion within its own sphere of 
operation on the one hand, and in touch as 
we are with Government Departments and 
other representative bodies on the other 
hand, then I feel that the burden of those 
who have to determine and maintain 
national policy would be considerably 
lightened.” 


A toast to the guests was proposed by Mr. 
J. W. Cooling, MSc(Tech), MIMechE, 
MIHVE, immediate past-president, and. was 
responded to by Mr. P. T. Fletcher, Chief 
Engineer of the Ministry of Works, and 
Monsieur M. Fichard, president of the Inter 
national Union of Associations of Heating, 
Ventilating and Air Conditioning Contrac- 
tors. 
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A SWEDISH HOUSING 
EXPERIMENT 


Time- and Labour-saving Innovations 


RAPID ASSEMBLY of wall-size concrete ele- 
ments and aluminium-covered roofs, with 
door and window mouldings already pressed 
into the concrete, are among the time- and 
labour-saving innovations embodied in apart- 
ment houses built according to the Swedish 
“Nabohus ” method, writes a correspondent. 

The method, which is at present being put 
to the test in municipal housing schemes in 
several Swedish towns, is expected to save 
one-half of the construction time with only 
one-half as many workers. It will also make 
possible savings in repair and maintenance 
costs and is expected to bring down rents by, 
possibly, 15 to 20 per cent. “ More housing 
units at lower rents” is the motto of the 
young Stockholm architect behind the 
method, Mr. Hans-Ancker Holst. 

A dyed-throughout, waterproof, perma- 
nent, specially treated surface on outside 
walls, which are made of two layers of con- 
crete separated by an insulating rockwool 
material, makes for better insulation and 
thus for heating economy. The good insula- 
tion in the outer walls is supplemented by 
triple-pane windows. Cast-in flues and con- 
duits are other details in the scheme. 

According to Mr. Holst, the reinforced 
walls have a strong bearing capacity, and 
blocks of up to twelve storeys can be built 
without steel beams. No plaster is used any- 
where in the houses, ceilings and inside walls 
being covered with special plastic paints with 
a synthetic putty content. Window frames, 
doors and kitchen installations are made of 
plastic-treated mahogany or red beech, which 
in combination with the pre-treated walls 
will, it is claimed, constitute an almost 
maintenance-free interior. 


TIMBER DEVELOPMENT |, 
ASSOCIATION 


Annual Report 


Wik the progressive removal of statu- 

tory restrictions upon timber a whole 
new world has opened before us, says MR. 
G. B. Crow, retiring chairman, in a fore- 
word to the 1953 annual report of the 
Timber Development Association. 

“The first flush of enthusiasm is over 
with the discovery that far from industry 
eagerly returning to its old materials and 
methods, a whole new process must be begun 
to woo the consumer away from the glossy 
attractions, and in some cases the undeniable 
merits, of a hundred substitutes,” he states. 
“That is the challenge we face. 

“From fighting a rearguard action in the 
defence of our markets against subsidised 
and privileged encroachment we can at last 
swing over to the attack, unencumbered by 
artificial and illogical restraints, for the 
recovery of our natural markets, where tim- 
ber rightly used can out-perform its com- 
Petitors by any economic standard of 
judgement.” 

In a short review of the timber industry 
Mr. Crow points out that plywood has 
Tecovered from war-time restraints and has 
Now passed its pre-war rate of consumption. 

Hardwood, consumption of which was 
stimulated by the availability of homegrown 
and sterling area supplies during the whole 
Period of softwood shortage, has fallen back 
under the impact of softwood de-control 
but still exceeds its pre-war figure. 

The softwood position is more serious,” 
teports Mr. Crow. “Consumption has not 
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risen as rapidly as many of the trade 
expected following upon the removal of 
control and there is an obvious need for the 
development of new markets.” 

At the annual general meeting of the 
Association on May 18, Mr. Keith N. Hillas, 
managing director of W. N. Hillas and Co., 
Ltd., Hull, was elected chairman in succes- 
sion to Mr. Crow. 


PROTECTION AGAINST 
BURGLARY AND HOUSE- 
BREAKING 


The Importance of Action at the 
Planning Stage of Building 


[By a Correspondent] 

BURGLARY and housebreaking have for 

many years now presented the occupiers 
of business and residential premises in many 
areas with a very serious problem, and the 
protection of such premises against this type 
of crime involves technical features on which 
both the architect and builder can offer use- 
ful advice to their clients at the appropriate 
time. 

In the case of contract work it would 
appear that in the specification it is the 
general practice to allocate a lump sum to 
door and window furniture. Competition 
is so keen that the amount allocated for 
items of this nature must be kept as low as 
possible, so that locks and fittings giving 
very little protection against illegal entry 
are often installed. In some cases the selec- 
tion is left to the client, who generally bases 
his decision on appearance rather than 
quality. When the client applies for burglary 
insurance the majority of premises are 
inspected by the surveyor of the insurance 
company selected, when it may be found 
that to give the required degree of protection 
it is necessary for some of these cheaper fit- 
tings to be replaced with others of a more 
suitable quality. The result is that, apart 
from the inconvenience this causes, the client 
has to pay twice for the same items. 


On many occasions the insurance surveyor 
is confronted with premises which have been 
designed mainly from the aesthetic rather 
than the security aspect. As a result, he is 
unable satisfactorily to improve the security 
because additional physical protection is 
either not practicable, would spoil the 
aesthetic qualities or would be too costly. 
It is not generally realised that in such cases 
the insurance assessment of the risk 
is increased so that the client will have to 
pay a higher rate on all his stock for all 
time or enter into the costly realms of pro- 
tection by burglar alarm. At the planning 
stage a consultation with the insurance com- 
pany would enable the company to put their 
views, and if it is then found that a slight 
alteration in lay-out or in the use of mater- 
ials would improve the physical security 
against burglary without deterring from 
the aesthetic qualities, then the architect or 
builder will have been of considerable 
indirect service to his clients. Two simple 
examples—replacement of a lantern light 
with lens lights, and glass bricks for an 
accessible rear window. 

Locks to Avoid 

In large houses, luxury flats, shops, ware- 
houses and factories in districts where the 
incidence of burglary is very high, the neces- 
sity for better-quality locks is not always 
recognised. When, however, this is appre- 
ciated the insurance surveyor often finds that 
the locks fitted do not give adequate security 
as they are of the type that can easily be 
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opened with skeleton or false keys. The know- 
ledge of this fact appears to be spreading 
amongst criminals judging from the increase 
in the number of burglaries officially listed as 
“entry by skeleton key.” In spite of the 
common belief, ‘“‘a four-lever mortice dead- 
lock” is not the answer to this problem of 
security and as a phrase is as meaningless 


as a specification which simply stated 
“bricks” or “timber.” A lock of this 
description, made by mass-production 


methods in sets of 24 or 48, with a few 
variations in the lever mechanism, gives very 
little key or physical security. On the other 
hand, a very good degree of security can be 
achieved by fitting a five-lever mortice dead- 
lock with a 10-in. striking plate, in a door 
not less than 1} in. thick, made by one of the 
firms who specialise in making locks for 
security purposes. 


In the case of doors not required to be 
opened from the outside, few builders adopt 
the practice of cutting the keyhole on the 
inside only to foil the use of skeleton and 
false keys. When it is apparent that the 
door is not flush fitting it is necessary to fit 
a good quality long throw mortice deadlock 
with 10-inch bolt plate and not, as is the 
common practice, to fit a 4-level double 
throw mortice deadlock. 


Securing Double Doors 


In many cases a locking bar and padlock 
is used in place of a lock, and as these are 
completely exposed, the problem is not so 
much that of key security, but ability to 
resist force. This can only be achieved by 
using top grade locking bars, all parts of 
which must be bolted to the door or frame- 
work and used in conjunction with a close 
shackle padlock with a _ case-hardened 
shackle. The superiority of good quality 
stud pattern horizontal locking bars over 
mortice deadlocks as a means of securing 
double leaf doors is not often appreciated. 


In the absence of grilles the protection of 
windows and rooflights is a difficult problem. 
Key-operated sash screws or rack bolts for 
wood sashes and similar locking devices for 
metal sashes are very desirable. 


While large panes of glass may have 
aesthetic qualities, they afford an easy means 
of entry, and it is well worth considering the 
use of windows with horizontal and vertical 
glazing bars to reduce the size of each pane 
to say 9 ins. by 12 ins. or less. 


If the burglary risk is so hazardous that 
iron bars are necessary, it is essential that 
these be most securely fixed and the client’s 
insurance company should be consulted for 
precise details of type of material, size and 
methods of fixing as the variations in the 
types of windows in use to-day are such that 
an overall specification for bars is of little 
use. 


Some two years ago the City of London 
Police inaugurated a crime prevention 
department, and part of the duties of the 
officers of this department is to carry out 
a continuous check of all premises within 
the City boundary with a view to improving 
the standard of protection against burglary. 
Similar departments are being established 
by other constabularies throughout the 
country, and it seems therefore that in the 
near future the question of protection 
against burglary is one to which more de- 
tailed attention will have to be given, not 
only in the quality of the devices, but also in 
the manner in which they are installed. 

In case of doubt, the Association of 


Burglary Insurance Surveyors, 81-82, Corn- 
hill, EC3, will be pleased to give advice. 
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BUILDERS’ FORUM 
Everyday Problems Discussed 


A FORUM organised by Messrs. C. Brewer 
and Sons, Ltd., of Eastbourne, was 
he'd at St. Leonards, Sussex, recently. 
The meeting had been arranged to give archi- 
tects, surveyors and members of the building 
.and decorating trade the opportunity to 
discuss, with directors and technical experts 
of leading manufacturers, the day-to-day 
problems that arise in the use of wall-paper, 
paint, wallboard, brushes, wood preservatives, 
glass and spray plant. 

The panel consisted of Messrs. G. D. 
Butler (Mander Brothers, Ltd.), K. H. Wat- 
kins (Hamilton and Co. (London), Ltd.), 
H. Crawford Poole (Celotesc, Ltd.), L. Gaiger 
(The Aerograph Co., Ltd.), R. F. Wilson 
(British Colour Council), P. M. Wigzell 
(Chance Brothers, Ltd.), Dr. N. E. Hickin 
(Rentokil, Ltd.), J. P. Hacking (The Wall- 
paper Manufacturers, Ltd.), and H. E. 
Tapley (Associated Lead Manufacturers, 
Ltd.). 


The following is a selection of some of the 
points raised during the meeting. 

In reply to a question on the way to avoid 
the finishing colour of gloss going flat over 
putty stopping, Mr. G. D. BuTLER said this 
was a problem which frequently occurred 
and could be due to a number of reasons. 

Very often, whitening was added to putty 
to make it harden off. This might make it 
porous—depending on the amount of whiten- 
ing added—and as a result the undercoat 
sank. The gloss was then applied over what 
was virtually an unsealed surface and it, too, 
sank and so dried flat. 


Another cause was the painting of putty 
before the linseed oil in it had oxidised. 
The free oil might sweat when the under- 
coating was applied, and this would in turn 
affect the gloss. 

Also, when a hard gloss paint was applied 
over a soft putty filling, sometimes crazing 
resulted, which caused loss of gloss. 


Woodworm in Plywood 


In reply to a question on wood preserva- 
tives Dr. N. E. HickIn said he could see no 
reason why the extermination of woodworm 
in plywood could not be carried out quite 
satisfactorily. “You have only to treat one 
side of common birch plywood with two 
coats of fluid,” he said, “and you will exter- 
minate your woodworm, but you must treat 
the whole area of the plywood.” This 
method—treating the whole of the job— 
should be adopted, whether it was for a 
piece of furniture or a cathedral. 


The panel were asked if brush manufac- 
turers agreed that paint could be applied as 
perfectly with a roller as with a brush. 


Mr. K. H. WarTKINs, who answered, said, 
“I think one can only answer this question 
by defining a roller. It is really a rotary 
brush whose very short hairs are momen- 
tarily pressed on the surface—whereas the 
hairs of the ordinary brush are not only 
pressed on, but drawn along the surface. I 
support the ordinary brush because it is 
designed to bring the paint into closer con- 
tact with the surface, and in contact 
with every bit of it. I think that in 


practice the conventional brush has proved 
a far more satisfactory tool for use by the 
painter and decorator. 
is try it and see.” 
When metals rusted, the rust action worked 
both internally and externally. Penetration 
How 


But the real answer 


was often beyond the human eye. 
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then, an inquirer asked, could a claim be 
made for prevention of rusting by the appli- 
cation of any form of paint? 


In reply, Mr. H. E. Tapvey said, firstly, 
it cannot be claimed that any paint or other 
surface treatment of iron and steel will pre- 
vent rusting for an indefinite period. The 
most convenient form of surface protection 
for ferrous metals is that of coating them 
with a paint containing a rust-inhibiting pig- 
ment. The rust inhibition is only one of the 
functions of the paint. It should be borne 
in mind also that the paint film must be cap- 
able of shielding the iron or steel from its 
environment for a prolonged period. 


Another most important property the paint 
film must have is that of maintained 
flexibility throughout its life. Good adhesion 
to the metal is, of course. an essential 
property. 

All these three essentials are to be con- 
veniently found in a good thick coat of a 
simple red lead paint. Most of the scientific 
and technical research work in the field of 
iron and steel corrosion has served to con- 
firm the pre-eminence of red lead—linseed 
oil paints as the best protectors of iron and 
steel. However, it must be borne very 
seriously in mind that before any coating is 
applied to iron and steel, that the surface 
must be freed from all rust and mill-scale. 
The metal should then be primed with a 
good continuous coat of a rust-inhibiting 
paint, such as red lead. The primer should 
then be coated with at least one coat each 
of suitable undercoating and finishing paints. 


Spray Painting 

The panel were then asked to explain the 
advantages or disadvantages of low-pressure 
spraying as against high-pressure, and in 
reply Mr. GAIGER said: “For maximum 
speeds of application and a really good finish 
it is necessary to use what is called high- 
pressure equipment. This type of plant is 
normally used at pressures of, say, 35 Ib. for 
water paints, distempers, etc., to 45 to 50 Ib. 
for ordinary oil paints, etc. Only with such 
pressures is it possible to obtain the fine 
atomisation and the high speeds which make 
spray painting so advantageous. 


“Low-pressure equipment operating at 5 
to 15 lb. pressure work well with water paints 
and other flat materials, but the atomisation 
is not sufficient for good results with ordin- 
ary paints and enamels” 

Mr. J. P. HACKING was asked if wall-paper 
manufacturers forced their ideas on the user 
or were they led blindly by popular demand. 
He said that in wall-paper, as in any other 
fashionable article, it was necessary for the 
manufacturers to both satisfy the current 
taste and yet devote a portion of their selec- 
tion to experimental material and new trends 
in design and colouring. This was arrived 
at by sales analysis and much study and 
research into the probable future demands 
of the consumer. Many months elapsed 
between the planning of a new set and its 
issue to the trade, so the decisions made 
must be the right ones, In 1948, much new 
material was made available, but the new 
ideas, first promoted then, had only recently 
become really popular. 

Another inquirer asked why some wall- 
papers were not more clearly marked as 
regards drop and straight pattern, i.e.. on the 
back of the papers. Mr. HACKING said he 
could assure the questioner that marking 
of papers had already commenced but, as 
yet, in a rather limited way. Various instruc- 
tions were being given concerning drop pat- 
tern, “join here,” etc., and also a_ better- 
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known phrase “please shade before 
hanging.” 

The wisdom of applying standard PVA 
emulsion paint over a previously painted 
gloss surface under conditions of severe con- 
densation was another point raised ai the 
meeting. Mr. BUTLER, in his reply, said 
there were more failures of PVA (poly 
vinyl acetate) emulsion from this cause than 
was generally realised. Because of the 
physical characteristics of PVA emulsion 
paint there was a misguided assumption that 
in the presence of moisture emulsion paint 
was indestructible. ' 

Under the specified conditions, when ap 
emulsion paint was in the presence of con. 
densation the cause of failure was the pas- 
sage of moisture through the paint film unti} 
it reached the gloss film. There was a break. 
down of adhesion by a constant layer of 
water between the emulsion paint and the 
gloss paint. 

If the emulsion paint was applied direct 
on to a porous surface, e.g., unpainted 
plaster, the layer of water causing the break. 
down was not present, as the moisture was 
absorbed by the porous surface and, 
subsequently dried out again through the 
emulsion film, and failure was unlikely. 


TECHNICAL TEACHERS’ 
CONFERENCE 
Presidential Address 


(THE Education Act of 1944 has been 

described as the finest Education Act 
ever produced by any country, said Mr 
T. E. Hatt, Dip.Arch, ARIBA, of the 
College of Building, Liverpool, when he gave 
the presidential address at the annual con- 
ference of the Association of Teachers in 
Technical Institutions, at Middlesbrough on 
June 6. 

“We would have been proud to implement 
its provisions as one of the highest priorities 
facing the nation,” he said. “This was not 
to be; the economic climate changed and, 
not for the first time, education became an 
early victim of an economy drive from 
which we are still suffering. We have been 
repeatedly assured that it is not a ‘cut’ 
because expenditure is still rising; call it 
what you will, the effects of Circular 242 will 
be evident in twenty years’ time unless there 
is a complete revision of our educational 
circumstances—and that would need inspired 
and fearless leadership in the Ministry.” 

On craft courses, Mr. Hall continued: 
“A very large proportion of the students 
in our Colleges are apprenticed to industry 
and are preparing for examinations in various. 
crafts conducted in the main by the City and 
Guilds of London Institute, ably assisted by 
the Regional Examining Unions. It is in 
evitable that the examination syllabuses will 
determine the courses of study to be followed, 
and it is important that constant and careful 
attention be given to them to ensure that the 
teaching is in accordance with current prac 
tice in industry. 

“ Furthermore, the large increase in part 
time day release of apprentices who must 
attend the Colleges for a period, whilst pet 
mitting us to offer them a broader and more 
liberal course, demands also a more careful 
analysis of the structure and content of 
existing courses which were designed, in the 
main, to satisfy the limited conditions of 
evening classes. ; 

“The City and Guilds of London Institute 
are very much aware of these problems and 
will deal with them through the Consultative 
and Advisory Committees, on all of which 
we are fully represented.” 
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“HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 


merchants, 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast we one ise fee 
Pit Sand ae aca tis “ 
Washed Sand ... 2 ae 

in. Shingle... 

in. Broken Brick 

Breeze... 

Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag “Aggregate 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site aes 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening Cement i in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site 
1 to 6 ton do. site . 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots ase 

Other colours according to colour. 

la 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to — 9d. hig ton. 

White Portland Cement A 
Under 1 ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 

ortland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London aaa as eae Ae 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks aaa 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks 

Allloaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2 in. Nominal ‘Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons ... See eee 


Cellular GO. 0 
Keyed dos” :.. 
Rustics 


Cellular Rustics ... 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced ... 
Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) — 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) he “a 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . Be 5 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites). 
2gin. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks 
Stations)... 
in. do. (London Stations) .. 
2}in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London Sites) 
— -made Multi Red Facings (London 
i 
% Apel -made Sandfaced Red Facings ‘(London 


24m. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
aif son ars “i “Multi Stock 
urrey ‘ond Burnt ulti toc -Facings 
Gondon Sites) 


cee 8 
7. «es Se 8 


(London 


per yd. 


per cwt. 


per ton 


— i eb 


ns 


Ua 


11 
1 


18 
19 


18 


18 


17 
15 


Norn 


a 
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2¥in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) 


per 1,000 


Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, ®, Ivory, Brown— 


Stretchers 
Headers , we 
Quoins, Bullnose and — in. - Flats 
Double Stretchers ... 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. 


Other 


colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 


All above prices plus vi yA 


plus 73% less 10% for Second quality 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 


for Best quality and 


HoLitow Cay PArtT:TION BLocks (Keyed) 


Minimum 

lorry loads. 
2 in. 140 yds. aad 
23 in. 140 yds. a wes 
io aa 120 yds. aon eee 
4in. (6 cavit y) 95 yds. sea sce 


Half biodke at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 


2 in. 100 yds. 
23 in. 85 yds. 
3 in. 75 yds. 
4 in. 55 yds. 
CRANHAM 
ag oe aa ra aaa aaa aaa eco 
4i in. ‘ ne aan ee oe 


4} in. Load bearing quality = Bee 
FLoor BLOcKs 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. aia 12 in. delivered in full 


Jorry-loads ... 
4 in. do. 
5 in. do. 
6 in. do. 
7 in. do. ‘ 
8 in. do. 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


e+. per yd. 


sup. 


tm 
we 
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The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


delivered London Area. 


Over 2 tons 
+674% 
+10% +673% 
+374°%+67%° % 
+4747 +674% 


Best Quality 
B.S.S. Best do. 
Tested Quality 
B.S.S. Tested do. 


3 in. Land a nara ie 12 in. mecaea Pie 
4in. do. eee ore 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park.. ad os ow 
St. Aldheim Box Ground 
Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 


under 2 tons 
9 


+974% io 

+10% +973% ti +1074% 
te, tone Y 
4474249742 


+374% 


per 1,000 


» 


.. per ft. cube 


Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area ,, 


Beer Stone. Delivered London area aaa sae 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. avera 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B. 
Southern Region He ate va ote 

Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
ti Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to S5ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area 


1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 


described 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue ‘Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3 in. 
stooled cills 2 
12in. x 6 in. do. do. 
12in. x 3in. Plain coping, twice throated 
12 in. 
14 in. 
4% in. 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes 


x 6in. do. 





Rubbed, ae reaaens une 


X 3in. Weathered er twice throated coping ‘“ 
x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top. and face . 


per ft. sup. 


Ro 2 tons 


ot One 


+474 tae 10737 


10 $ 
13 14 


6 
7 


i! 
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. d. 
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STONE—continued 





thick, edges co 
Do. 


brickwork 
Hard York— 


and front 








































TILES and PANTILES 


Lincolnshire district 


Concrete tiles 10} x 64 


SLATES 


1,000 actual. 
4 ss 


oa 
xxXXXX XXX X 
=) 


TIMBER 

Softwood— 
Joinery quality 
Carcassing quality 


Hardwood— 


2 in. Panel, top panel open. 


SUNDRIES 


Delivered London area 


14 in do. 
2 in. do. 
2¢ in. do. 
3 in. do. 


METALS 
Basis Joists— 


area 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. X 1% in. 











2 ft.3in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 in. do. but top panel open. 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 


2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
oft 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 


1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. Oin. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) ... ee 


Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots)... 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) 


6in. x 5 in., 8 in. x 5in.,8 in. X 6in., 
12 in. X 6 in. sin cut to ones delivered London 


Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
d for rendered brickwork 
do. fair one edge for fair faced 


12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes 


Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district 
Machine-made 10} x 6} Staffordshire district . 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. 


do. Interlocking (49S) 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 


12 in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 


per ft. sup. 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 


First- -quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 


paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 


Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


£ 


per ft.cube 1 


1 


per ft. cube : 


Ss. 


2 
6 
7 
2 
6 
7 


ssedrarty sup. 2 ll 


THE BUILDER 
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Ex. et per standard £105 to £125 


1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. 


Pattern 4 x G in deal 


Pattern 2 x G in deal 


(67 yds. to 1 ton) 
(52 yds. to 1 ton) 
(45 yds. to 1 ton) 
(39 yds. to 1 ton) 
Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per 3 in. of thickness. 
3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 


STEEL Joists, Pre: 


10 in. X 6in. 


” 


»” 


£90 to £100 
106 


Mahogany—African S.E. do per ft. cube 
do. Honduras do. do. ms 
Oak European do. do. a 
do. Japanese do. do. * 
do. English Logs sawn do. mi 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. os 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. i 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel ‘ae 4 in. ane 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. cP each 


per yd. 


per 100 sq. ft. 
} in Hardboard oo. ; es 
% in. do. an ie 
% in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets : al yd. sup 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply ap % 
do. 2-ply oe 

Best Scotch Glue, in slabs - per 4 cwt. 

do. pear! 
Croid Glue 28 ib. 
Cut Nails 3 in. ( 1-ton lots) per ton 

do. 4/in. and up (I-ton lots) a 

per cwt. 


per ton 


3 in. x 3 in., 4 in. "x 3 in., 5 in. x 2b in, 


bt 2 em RD ee LD ee 
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£s. a 
6in. X 3 in. ‘ aay ae A < perton 1 10 9 
9in. X Tin. i ae wt ese ” 50 
10in. x 4¢in., 12in. x Sin. : . “ IS 0 
Sin. x 4¢in., 6in. X 44 in., 7in. x 34in., 
7in. X 4in., 8in. X 4in., 9in. X 4in., 
10 in. x Sin., 10 in. X 8 in., 12in. x 8in., 
13 in. X Sin., 14in. X S5$in., 14in. X 6in., ee 10 0 
14in. x 8in., 15in. X Sin., 15in. X 6in., 
16 in. X 6in., 16 in. xX 8in., 18 in. X 6in., 
18 in. X 7in., 18 in. x 8in., 20 in. x 6}in., 
20 in. X 7} in. =e lis wae ass ase 
Steel angles average price ae ane cee reo eee 39 12 6 
Steel tees average price . eee oe ea 40 12 6 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted ae a see Ste> Sib 33 734 
Compound girders ReX aie on aah ae 58 12 6 
Stanchions Kae Ae eas ea case nda 63 17 6 
Compound stanchions ae as ee. ae 67 76 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ace ae 719 1-6 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 


Stock § in. ees _ a tag eee Scot oan 39 14 6 
in. diam. : : ae : .. per ton extra 3 12 0 
¥s in. do. m Aw - 2h 6 
$ in. do. ie ie 2 238 
tin. do. ask re 170 


Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 


Galvanised Tube— 


MILD STEEL TUBES 
List prices and following discounts: 


W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 


Clas A — 13% 

ClassB + 74°2 Light + 234% Malleable List — 394% +35% 

Class C + 233% Heavy + 303° 
Black— 

Clas A — 22% 

Class B — 1130? Light + 11% Malleable List — 394% 

Class C + 3¢ Heavy + 1 84°) 

C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Stop 
Gutters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. 3/2 2/9 /10 
34 in. 3/5 3/- /10 
4in. 4/54 3/5 1/2 
4} in. 4/104 3/9 1/6 
5 in. : 5/54 4/2 1/8 
Cc. L O.G. GUTTERS 
3 in. 4/1 3/8 /il 
34 in. 4/64 3/8 1/2 
4 in. 5/- 3/9 1/6 
4} in. 5/54 4/5 1/8 
5 in. sas aw Peper | 5/1 1/11 
C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. anaes Pipe Bends __ Branches 
2 in. ~ 6f33 3/5 4/10 
24 in. 6/9 3/9 6/8 
3 in. A 4/9 7/3 
34 in. 5/8 8/7 
4in. aaa s1 1} 6/11 10/2 
Lc. c ‘Com Som Pires 

2 in. eae are H 7/74 5/10 7/2 
24 in 8/1 6/6 8/11 
3 in. 9/04 7/2 10/8 
33 in. 10/14 8/11 12/5 
4 in. 11/64 10/- 14/7 


Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 


only. 
tonnage allowance. 


Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 
4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPES 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends Branches 
4in “od. 2. 7 21/3 14/3 25/- 
6in ee 31/6 29/7 51/3 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 
in. 24 in 3 in 4in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths peryd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
Shoes.. oo. @ach 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches . 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse __,, 2/8 2/i1 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 4} in. proj. ,, 2/11 3/9 4/3 5/ll 
do. 6in. do. ,, 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 4 in. Sin. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. mane bar? vd. 277 3/11 4/8 5/1k 
Drop ends ach 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/1 
Stop Ends = /10 fil r= 1/2 
Angles bes waar Mae 2/11 3/5 4/l 4/10 
Nozzles weir) ce 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/1 
Union Clips x 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
AsBEsTOS HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS : 
min Ge UR 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths he yd. 2/6 - 
Drop ends o. C€ach 2/1 2/5 /8 2/il 4/3 
Stop ends /9 /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles a 2/5 2/8 2/il 3/2 4/3 
Nozzles se 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/ii = 4/3 
Union Clips - l/- 1 1/2 1/4 = 4- 














METAL 


Jron—St 
Mild Ste 
Mild Ste 


26 gau 
Galvanis 
20 gau 
24 gau 
26 gau 


A 
Screwdo' 
head f 
Toilet bil 
Screwdo\ 
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Sirapite C 
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Lump Lir 
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METALS—continued 
Per ton basis 
in London 
Ss. (@ 
iia -Stalfoadshive en nana Geely 40 5 0 
Mild Steel Bars he 37 17 6 


Mild Steel Hoops ... eae re Pee aaa aan ae oO 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


ee 

Soft sheets C.R. oak are 

20 gauge ... a ae awa re .- 4614 6 

24 gauge ... ae axe sae es ar vcs |6=6 4 29 -<G 

26 gauge ... a aw 4 9 6 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 fe ‘to 9 ft_— 

20 gauge ... see as (Soe GS 

24 gauge ae ee eds Poe nee Sea ac, toe. © 

26 gaug a a soe “Sere 
Galvanised Flat sheets C.R. and C. tion 

20 gauge ... ee iva aaa io Sa 6 

24 gauge ... ae ous ee eee ae we Sete @ 

26 gauge 59 7 0 


PLUMBERS’ Brass Work, CopPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 


All per doz. gin. fin. lin. Ifin. ldin. Zin. 
Screwdown bib cocks aan 
head for iron : 73/6 109/3 
Toilet bib cocks for iron... 94/6 135/6 


Screwdown stop cocks foriron 63/-— 91/3 179/6 308/9 441/— 778/- 
do. with two unions forlead 85/- 126/- 223/9 400/-— 529/- 1178/- 
Double nut boiler screws... 15/9 22/- 40/- 41/- 56/9 80/- 


Heavy Croydon ball valves .... 65/— 148/- 226/9 413/9 586/- 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron aa sind «-- 16/6 20/- 33/- S7/9 71/- 138/9 
in. 1l$in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws aca ..- 28/6 34/9 50/6 78/9 100/9 os [3 
Brass sleeves ... Se ‘ 26/3 26/3 47/3 63/- 


“Ik x 6 1b. 14 x 6lb. 2 X 7\1b. 3 x Tb. 
Lead P. trap with brass ete 


screws 4 «=. 60/9 75/9 121/- 207/- 
Lead S. trap a... <a Se 91/- 149/- 267/9 
Solder % G 

Plumbers’ : ais are ee e — Ib. Z 3 

Tinmen’s nae Sea aes pon ane = : 

Blow pipe . 4 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944. on the basic price of 273d. per Ib. plus ais 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 
din. x 19 gauge 12} Total per Ib. 404 
fin. Xx x « 10% aa a 383 
ree xX 1S = ,, oe «= DF a ea 374 
Itin. xX 18, - 8} 0 9 36% 
Itin. x 18, oat ae os " 363 
Zim, xX 17 104 i 384 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £ a & 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras ... perton 296 5 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 ewt. lots upwards percwt. 616 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do és 614 0 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. # 612 9 
Brass tubes basic Price, _ ara and manufactur- 
ing extras ae ««- perld. 1 103 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£ es & 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and Nua: perton 133 10 0 
Lead Water Pipeincoils... ese os 134 15 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. ... am 136 5 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. ‘ aes ‘s 138 5 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe Pre es 136 5 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
Scwt. and under 1 ton per cwt. 2,@ 
3cwt. do. Sewt. sae ie see = 4 0 
lewt. do. JS cwt.  ... ova oe 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £89 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton EG: 6 

do. White do. do. PA 714 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. as <a 79 0 

do. Fine do. do. Be es 717 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads... a. ite i 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. as ae we a 342 .6 
Lump Lime do. PA > 2 9 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads . 2 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... oi 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads wae ae < a 
Hair percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board ? in. thick 600 

yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site . per yd. Y es 


Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., $ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery 2) \clivered site ue eae “¢t ‘“s 2 6 


THE BUILDER 





PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £--62@ 
Ceiling Distemper ... <<a «se “<< «. percwt. 112 0 
Washable Distemper a a ea dee pe 3% G@ 
Gloss Paint ... «. pergal. 2 13 0 
Snowcem cement paint (in 4 cwt. drums) — os Poetcet 3h G 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OI. 
Ground White Lead, | cwt. kegs percwt. 810 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal. lots in 1 eal. tins per gal. 3 0 90 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg aS percwt. 612 6 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg = 270 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. aia +. per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra a +. per gal. 1l 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) | do. aa eae a 12 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal) Drums extra ona ‘a 5 6} 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. ae a 4 8} 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ... aoe a 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) a aes ee y 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. -eumied an per lb. 1 6 
White Lining Paper <3 aaa BES per piece § 2 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside are .. per gal 112. 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. Pre eae aa re 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside. saa Poe ae a 117 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. sas aaa aaa ei 2 26 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. aaa aaa a pe 2 246 
Finest Carriage Varnish... dee aaa oe mt 210 0 
Front Door Varnish waa aaa ae ane a ‘17 6 
Japan Gold Size... pat ese ecs ean pe 110 0 
Black Japan ue ae ee ae cee a 1 5 0 
Brunswick Black... vee aad wan aaa ‘“ 100 
Berlin Black es eae “ad ras poe ‘ a 
Terebene por ae <i Pa } S$ @ 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) aaa ae aa at 200 
French and Brush Polish (do.)__... ad has ue 1m G 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. “a 
£.°< 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 53 
24 oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” 7t 
= - * “ - = Ps a 9 
- % a 1 0 
ti in. “Rolled Piate.. : am oes a en 9 
fein. and } in. Rough Cast mea 1 0 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard. d patterns : 
White. ... ; 9 
do. Standard Tints oe we 1 4} 
do. Special Tints : Ses aes ea _ i 2 9 
¢in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating oem ore a 3 
din. Wired Cast ... - 4-2 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2} 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B.2 53 x 5S} Xx 3} in. 2 9 
P.B.3 7} xX 7} xX 3f in. 42 
P.B.32 7% Xx 73: ~X 3g in. . 4 2 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match up  with— 
P.B.2 323 
P.B.3 e 6 9 
P.B.32 wes P axa 6 9 
din. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. ‘Qeality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. “a aaa rae Ke 
bor rae a “ 5 ft. sup. oes <w 4 5 
oe Vie a os 45 ft. sup. “a = = 
ae a = 100 ft. sup. : 5 6 
din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates eines 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one ined or 135 in. 
both ways ‘ 8 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto . waa i ee RES 
Not exceeding 209 ft. sup., or ditto . 16 6 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on ‘application. — ; 
Sutstances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and ons 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. super. 


Description of Glass quantity. Ss. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. cn << at Pe 3,000 4 
y 2 i aaa i ‘sae wa 2,000 5} 
26 02z. ., - ae “sake. Soe 7h 
32 oz aa was ae aaa 2,000 9 
din. Rolled Plate 1,000 7t 
i in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White : : 1,000 7 
tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstrine, “‘Hammerstripe, 

Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte... az 1,000 104 
#; in. and } in. Rolled Plate or res ~~ RCP 2,000 10 
tin. Wired Cast, Hexagonal aan 2,000 1 oF 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 
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Aldershot District 


Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D.... 


Ashford (Kent)......... .A2 Cardiganshire, County of one 
fe Ee ees 


(Middlesex). <oult 

Ji Carmarthenshire Cnty of re} 
A 
A 


Ashton-under-Lyne  ......... 
Aspatria and Brayton...... A2 Castleford 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) 


ur 
Aylesby (Yorks) .. 
hi 


Barnoldswick U.D. . 


Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 
— Thrussington A2).. i 





by-on-the-Wolds A2)...... 








Beaconsfield & District... 
















Berwick District. 


Billingham U.D.. 


na al C.B. 
Bishop Auckland .. 
Bishop’s Stortford . 


Blackwell RD. 


Bournemouth District 


Bradford-on-Avon 


Breconshire, County of... 


“ See ee 
wt Sa (Cheshire) 
sbpakesaibeubuenentso’ A Faversham 
*For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d.; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, < 104; 
t This is the County rate and applies’ except where higher grades are stated. 
Note.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
Women’s Rates.—In all distsicts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 


Grade Classification. 
Craftsmen .. 
“ae Labourers ... 


AS FROM MAY 24, 1954. 


Grade 

















“A? Town. 
"A2 SII aca niccnyscssannsescsset A 
ay < Burnham-on-Crouc 

Pee. a eS 


és ae Cambridge 
sea beeadasenpnasnenniende A2 Cannock U.D.. 
A Canterbury : 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... A RMI cavoess disesvsnesenteacscs A 






Barnard Castle U.D Sea. Chepstow ... 
ee) Chertsey .. 
* + ners cos sear 
“Oe ieheearer aaae ri hesterfiel -B.. 
Barrow-in-Furness ...........- A Chesterfield R.D. 





‘i Chorley 

ary Clacton .... 
Cleethorpe: 
rv Clevedon 








Colchester 
Colwyn Bay 
Consett ..... 


Coventry C.B 
Cranbrook . 


>P>>>b>>d 


>>2 
0 
* 
3 
e. 
Ae] 
i 


>>>>bBe 


Darwen 


> bess Sb: S 
N 


Derby C.B. 
Dewsbury 


>>d>d>>>>55>', 


oR ie: 
N 








ms Wimborne Al).. 
mS DOVE 2.00006 
uA Dovercourt .. 
aaa Panna eine Al Driffield U.D. . 
eee Droitwich M.B.. 
SE a Dudley M.B. 
Sane — Dunstable 
oe Durham City .. 


seuas sbbebnenbenares ; = Eusthoums 






a ge 


Fakenham 
Falmouth 


A 

A 

A 

7 Ag 
A2 

A 

A 

A Fareham ... 





, 3s. 44d. ¢ Plus 2d. per working day. 


t processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 








Burton -on-Trent CB. Somerset, County of . 
BENG oc ccceccbarsnscossceucsuees egessnces’ 
ond St. Edmunds . eine Dist 
a 
Byfleet .. ....00.. 


Calder Valley . 


Gainsborough U.D. 








Carnarvonshire, Cnty. of $A3 Stoke-on-Trent C.B. 


RIE ncn onens cocscvenaeenseng 


Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D 


Caterham ............ 
Grimsby R.D. (remainder) = 


A 

A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith 
soa Charmy Down 
.A2 Chatham & District . 
A2 Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. 
a? Chelmsford .. 
_ A2 Cheltenham .. 


Stratford- -on-Avon MLB. . 
Sunderland District i 





>>d2bbddd! 


Halesowen M.B...........00++ A Sutton Coldfield M.B. 
i ine Ae 






255 25525555 


Newark-on-Trent R.D 
Chester-le-Street U.D. ..... 
CIEE nnsnscccsesccnsenoes 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 
ae 





B>>>>>Z 


Newcastle-under-Lyme 
New Forest District 


Bo>>>>d=B) 


N 
>B> 


A 
North of, to Billericay A 
A 


>>> 
NNN 


PP >>>B? 


i Cleveleys ..... Herefordshire, Cnty. of... 
A Clitheroe ....... 
A Coalville U.D. . 


2 Cobham (Surrey). 


North Shields....... 


rr 


2B >>>2o>d>>522522552 


Congleton ... Uppingham er) 


RAMI cscinnsverencscoss 
Cornwall, "ed of. 


SOPs. sce S 22 oe a8 
DBZ >Zrs555552525 


Ossett and Horbury 


Huntingdon (Staffs) 
Crowborough 
Cuckfield ........... 


Dalton-in-Furness . 
Darlington District . 


dd>d>>R252 255555 


Pontypridd District . 
d 


B>2>>PB>>5>2BR55> 


Portland Stoneyards . West Bromwich C.B. 





ee 
Denbigh Town 


P>>dd 





RS 


Devon, County of . Weston-super-Mare . 


N 


Radnorshire, County of 


NN 


| a 
MB, “coshonsashaueer 
Doncaster C.B. . es 
er A 

Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 
uA 





itby U.D. 
Whitstable and Distr 


>>d>d>d>>> 


Kidderminster M.B. 





Redhill and ‘Reigate ‘ 





>> 


Knaresborough U.D.. 
l 





PRG Rii iii iy 


E. Glam. & Mon. Va 
East Grinstead oe 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D 

Ebbw Vale & District.. 


Pec col C.B. 








Ama daa Sees 








BION - cnsconccsvsccssscsnsscecees 


—— M.B.. 








B>> ad 








2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out wot 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 1050 
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A SATELLITE TOWN OF 
TORONTO 


Progress Described at the AA 


HE rapid progress made by a satellite 

town of Toronto commenced less than 
a year ago was described at an informal 
meeting of the Architectural Association 
held at 36, Bedford-square, WC1, recently, 
The new town is called Don Mills and 
jts progress was described by Mr. DEREK 
Wren. Maps and plans of the town itself 
and of the great city of Toronto were hung 
on the walls of the room in which the meet- 
ing was being held, and these were followed 
during the lecture by lantern slides. 

According to a description attached to the 
principal map Don Mills lies in the only un- 
developed area within Greater Toronto and 
is less than seven miles from the city 
centre. Railway lines run through the new 
town connecting it with the harbour of 
Toronto on Lake Ontario and there is direct 
access to Toronto airport. Water mains and 
sewage are installed in advance of building: 
the first phase of one of North America’s 
most modern sewage plants is completed 
and operating. Two hundred houses were 
provided within the first four months and 
the target is twelve hundred by the end of 
the present year. The first elementary 
school is under- construction. When com- 
pleted the town will have a modern shopping 
centre, offices, library and churches. 

Mr. Wren said that Don Mills was built 
by private enterprise. Two cross roads 
divided the town into four quadrants which 
became neighbourhood units. There were 
industrial centres north and south, both on 
flat land. Two Canadian railroads met in 
this area. The factories erected showed 
American influence and there would be no 
heavy industries and no noxious trades. 
Among the slides showing factories now 
going up was one factory for preserves and 
jam, another was for the production of 
aluminium ware, while another was a print- 
ing works for a firm of publishers. A lot 
of American industry was moving into 
Canada. 

Other slides showed the headquarters of 
Don Mills Development, Ltd., which is the 
company promoting and controlling the 
scheme, a school site with housing on both 
sides, a high school, churches, shopping 
centre and other buildings already in 
existence or projected. Mr. Wren said that 
when completed the town would have a 
population of 35,000. 


Local Bye-laws 


There were some unexpected difficulties 
which the new comer had to face. For 
example, a British company was erecting 
buildings with a steel frame so as to hasten 
construction and reduce costs. But the 
local _bye-law required that all the steel 
should be entirely enclosed with brick work 
and, consequently, the net saving in time and 
money was very small. 

Another matter related to the appearance 
of the town. Nearly all the houses were 
detached, one storey with a basement. The 
bye-law provided that no two houses built 
side by side must be exactly similar to each 
other; but here another local peculiarity 
Pointed a way out. It was very common to 
continue the roof on one side beyond the 
wall of the house, thus providing a shelter 
Which the Canadians called a car port. If 
the car ports were built on different sides 
of the two houses this was in compliance 
with the bye-law. Another way was to build 
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a house of an entirely different appearance 
between two which resembled one another. 

Not all the houses were of the detached 
single storey type. Some were being built 
with two storeys and semi-detached. But 
here a difficulty arose with financing. Mort- 
gagees were sceptical about such houses 
proving eventually satisfactory to Canadians 
and were cautious in advancing money for the 
purpose of such building. 

Before beginning to build the purchaser 
of land had to submit the name of his archi- 
tect for the approval of Don Mills Develop- 
ment, and when the plans were prepared they 
also had to be submitted for approval. Tim- 
ber was much more used in building than it 
was here. Roofing was usually in felt tiles. 
In this connection also a difficulty had arisen 
in regard to the appearance of the town. 
When built, a house had to.be in colours 
not only harmonious with each other but in 
accordance with those of the other houses in 
the neighbourhood. Roofing tiles were not 
usually artistically successful, but a firm had 
been found which would provide tiles of a 
pleasing appearance. 

The slides showed that colour schemes 
agreeable to the eye were being applied, but 
Mr. Wren had to admit that these might be 
changed when the owners were in possession 
of their houses. As to the town generally, 
the endeavour was to build something which 
would fit into the existing landscape rather 
than to impose something new and artificial. 

In reply to questions, Mr. Wren said that 
central heating was the normal practice and 
oil was usually the main fuel. There were 
no houses to rent: all were bought privately, 
usually through building societies. Density 
would not be so high as in England, but there 
was not the same need for subsidiary shop- 
ping centres. Hitherto, the development of 
Toronto had been almost entirely in dor- 
mitory suburbs, but Don Mills would have 
a balance of industry. 


The Canadian Way of Life 


A member of the audience expressed 
doubts as to whether the town would be an 
integrated one. Mr. Wren replied that the 
policy of the promoting company was to 
achieve an integrated township. It should be 
noted that there was a difference between 
the Canadian way of life and that of this 
country. In Don Mills the majority of the 
people would have cars. Houses were strung 
out more but there was not the same need 
to live near work as there was here. 

A question was asked about official plan- 
ning in Canada. Mr. Wren replied that there 
was over-all town planning in Toronto, but 
town planning worked in a negative fashion. 
It told you what you must not do rather than 
suggest schemes appealing to the imagina- 
tion. Don Mills was a great lead and would 
have decisive influence not only on Toronto 
but on other parts of Canada. Average cost 
of such houses as had been shown on the 
screen was from 13,000 to 14,000 dollars, 
including the cost of the land. 

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Wren. 


TOWN PLANNING DECISION 


Minister Refuses to Allow Houses at 
the Foot of Box Hill 


BECAUSE the land is situated at the foot of 
Box Hill and in full view from the hillside, 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment has, on appeal, upheld the Surrey 
County Council’s refusal to give planning 
consent to the building of 72 houses on the 
Burford Bridge Estate. Dorking. 
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CONVERSION OF OLD 
HOUSES 


Ministry’s Practical Demonstration 


A REPLICA of early 19th-century London 
“terrace houses is nearing completion in 
the West End of London. Four houses from 
a terrace in Clarence-gardens, St. Pancras, 
have been reproduced. 

By this practical 


demonstration, Mr. 


Harold Macmillan, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, hopes to show the public 
how old, out-of-date, but structurally sound, 
houses can be given a new lease of life. 
The houses, which are being built in 
(near 


Holles-street, Oxford-street Oxford 





A sketch of the original terrace in Clarence- 
gardens, St. Pancras. 


Circus), will be opened by Mr. Macmillan 
next Wednesday, June 16. Up to half the 
cost of the approved work of conversion or 
improvement, subject to a maximum grant 
of £400 for each resultant dwelling, is avail- 
able to encourage this work. 

Two houses have been converted hori- 
zontally into three modern self-contained 
flats, providing good comfortable homes for 
three families where two had lived incon- 
veniently before. Each of these would 
attract three grants. The third and ground 
floor flat is being used to show how the con- 
version is done, and in the fourth house 
there will be examples of improvements to 
houses which can be carried out without 
conversion. 

The houses will be open from 9.0 to 5.30 
p.m. on weekdays, except Thursdays (9 to 7) 
and Saturdays (9 to 1), for some months. 
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Floor plans before and after conversion. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Woodworkers to Make Pay Claim 

At their conference at Hastings on Tues- 
day the Amalgamated Society of Wood- 
workers carried by 134 votes to 38, against 
the advice of their Executive Council, an 
emergency motion calling for a new claim 
for nine-pence an hour wages increase. 


Employment in Building Industry 

Employment in building and contracting 
rose during April by 7,000 to a total of 
1,411,000 at the end of the month, the 
Ministry of Labour state. 


New Telephone Number 

The new telephone number of the 
National Master Tile Fixers Association, 
381, Salisbury House, London Wall, EC2, is 
National 0471. 


House-building Industry Reviewed 

The April issue of the Journal of Indus- 
trial Economics includes an article on. the 
organisation and efficiency of the house- 
building industry in England and Wales by 
Messrs. P. A. Stone and W. J. Reiners. 


Marconi House 

In connection with the article on the 
alterations to Marconi House which 
appeared in our issue of May 7, Mr. H. R. 
Allen, ARCA, informs us that he was respon- 
sible for the stone and metal lettering work 
in this scheme, and not for the supply of 
plastic lettering as was stated. 


Lower Rates for Local Loans 

Lower rates on loans to local authorities 
from the Public Works Loans Board, effec- 
tive as from June 4, were announced in the 
House of Commons last week. The new 
rates are: loans up to five years, 24 per cent. 
(2% per cent. at present); between five and 15 
years, 34 per cent. (34 per cent.); over 15 
years, 33 per cent. (4 per cent.). 


Modular Society Visit 

Mr. Richard Sheppard, FRIBA, has 
invited fellow members of the Modular 
Society to visit the Oakridge Farm Infants 
School, Oakridge Farm Estate, Basingstoke, 
Hants, at 7.15 p.m., on June 18. The school 
is constructed of aluminium units manufac- 
tured by the Bristol Aeroplane Co., Ltd., and 
is planned on a 4-ft. grid. Members’ friends 
will be welcome. 


Sheffield Building Exhibition 

The Sheffield 1954 Building Exhibition will 
be opened on June 21 by Sir David Eccles, 
Minister of Works, at the Department of 
Building of the Sheffield College of Com- 
merce and Technology, Salmon Pastures, 
Warren-street, Sheffield, 4. The exhibition 
will present displays and information con- 
cerning research and new developments, as 
well as a wide range of materials and equip- 
ment. It will remain open to the public 
until June 26. 


District Surveyors’ Offices Amalgamated 
The LCC announce that the District Sur- 
veyors’ districts of Hackney East and Stoke 
Newington have been amalgamated under 
one district surveyor, Mr. David Whyte, 
AMIStructE. The offices for the former 
district of Hackney at 20, Amhurst-road, and 
the former district of Stoke Newington at 
133, Stoke Newington High-street, have been 
closed. The office for the new combined 
district of Hackney and Stoke Newington has 
now been opened at 285a, Mare-street, 
Hackney, E8 (Tel.: Amherst 7536-7). 


THE BUILDER 


Building Programme 

A building programme for 1955-56 of 11 
new schools and extensions to two existing 
schools at an estimatedcost of £1,086,000 is to 
be submitted by the North Riding (Yorks) 
Education Committee for approval by the 
Minister of Education. 
Annual Report 

The British Iron and Steel Research 
Association, 11, Park-lane, W1, have issued 
their annual report for 1953, which, together 
with other notes of interest, contains in- 
formation upon the corrosion-resistant low- 
alloy steels. The total expenditure by the 
Association during the year, excluding the 
cost of the new Sheffield laboratories opened 
by the Duke of Edinburgh in November 
last, was £467,000, rather more than in 1952. 


Building Boards Directory 


As a simple introduction to its services, the 
Fibre Building Board Development Organi- 
sation, Ltd., Melbourne House, Aldwych, 
WC2, has produced the “Fibre Building 
Boards Directory.” This new publication is 
intended to serve as a background tothe 
activities of FIDOR, together with a list of 
its members and the products which it repre- 
sents. Among those activities is the supply 
of technical advice and information, as well 
as research and development. Copies are 
available to architects, surveyors, builders and 
students from the organisation. 


Concrete Practice 


The City and Guilds of London Institute 
have prepared a one-year part-time course 
in Concrete Practice intended to provide a 
qualification for supervisors and potential 
supervisors. The course is planned on a 
basis of 24 lectures, at the rate of one two- 
hour evening lecture per week, and the 
scheme will operate from the commence- 
ment of the session 1954-55. A pamphlet, 
price 6d., giving full particulars, can be 
obtained from the City and Guilds of 
London Institute, Department of Tech- 
— 31, Brechin-place, South Kensington, 
W7. 
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Now on Sale 


L.M.B.A. HANDBOOK 


All you want to know about 
the building industry. 
Latest facts and figures. 


No up-to-date builder nor architect 
should be without it. 


PRICE 7/6 
(packing and postage 9d.) 


from 


THE BUILDER, 4 Catherine St., W.C.2 
or from the L.M.B.A., 47 Bedford Sq., W.C.1 
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HOUSING MEDALS 1954 
for England and Wales 


"THE 1954 awards of Housing Medals and 
Diplomas offered by the Minister of Hous. 
ing and Local Government, Mr. Harold Mac. 
millan, for the best-designed local authority 
housing estates in England and Wales, haye 
now been adjudged on the recommendation; 
of the Regional Awards Committees. Theg 
awards, which are made with the support of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, aim 
to encourage a high standard of house design 
and estate planning, and to recognise oy. 
standing examples. New Town Corporations 
and Housing Associations are eligible 
compete as well as Local Authorities, 


The 1954 awards were chosen from 33 
schemes, extended to cover post-war housing 
schemes completed at any time up t 
December 31, 1953, and for the first time 
a diploma is being awarded to the building 
contractor responsible for the building work 


In judging the entries, the Awards Com. 
mittees have taken into account the archi- 
tectural quality of the houses and the Jayouyt 
and appearance of the estates. Regard has 
been paid to the economical use of land 
and services and the use of compact plap- 
ning and economical and efficient methods of 
construction. Particular attention has bee 
paid to schemes presenting attractive soly- 
tions to the special problems of design 
linked with the use of “ People’s Houses” 
or new tradition houses. The Minister will 
present the medals and diplomas at the 
Royal Institute on June 30. Details of the 
awards are as follows (the builder’s name js 
in parentheses): 


Northern: Lakes UDC: Greenbank, Ambleside: 
J. Jennings and J. C. Gill, L/ARIBA i 
(Norman Jackson, Kendal). : =, ae 

Hexham RD: Newbrough, Nr. Hexham: W. Dixon 
and Sons, Newcastle upon Tyne (J. H. Newman and 
Sons, Hexham). 

East and West Riding: Norton UDC: Crown Grove, 
Model Farm: F. Vaux, FRIBA, Bridlington (F. and 
ake eee Malton). 

idderdale : Hampsthwaite: Needham ,Tho 
and White, FF/ARIBA, York (Arthur Stephensoe, 
Harrogate). 

North Midland: No recommendations. 

Eastern: Harlow Development Corporation: 
Orchard Croft: F. Gibberd, CBE, FRIBA, MTPI, 
Percy-street, W1 (Kirk and Kirk, Ltd., SW15). 

Dunmow RDC: Weaverhead Close, Thaxted: 
G. A. C. Lacoste, MBE, FRIBA, Gordon-square, 
WC1 (T. Harris and Sons, Ltd., Dunmow). 

London: Southall BC: Bridge Hall: R. H. Uren, 
FRIBA, Gower-street, WC1 (General Housing Co, 
Ltd., Ealing, W5). 

London County Council: Ackroydon, Wandsworth: 
J. L. Martin, Ph.D, MA, FRIBA, Architect to the 
Council (Tersons, Ltd., Dollis Park, N3). 

Southern: Swanage UDC: Bell-street: A. E. Geens. 
FRIBA, Bournemouth (Jefferson Pond, Swanage, and 
J. H. Wilson and Sons, Ltd., Parkstone). 

Kingsclere and Whitchurch Inhurst RDC: ED 
Chick, Highworth, Wilts; Powell and Moya, 
AA.RIBA, Great Smith-street, SWI (Holland & 
Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., Westminster, SW1). 

South Western: Plymouth CBC: Cecil _ Street: 
H. J. W. Stirling, ARIBA, City Architect (Hill and 
Lang, Plymouth). 

Bridgwater RDC: Cannington: R. G. Nicholls, 
FRIBA, Bridgwater (H. W. Pollard and Sons, Ltd, 


Bridgwater). 

Midlands: Coventry CBC: Tile Hil! (North): 
D. E. E. Gibson, CBE, ARIBA, City Architect 
(George Wimpey and Co., Ltd., Hammersmith, W6). 

Shipston-on-Stour RDC: Barton-on-the-Heath: 
E. H. Earp, LRIBA, Stratford-on-Avon (W. T. Hicks, 
Ltd., Hook Norton). 

North Western: The Charities of Mayes, Hartley 
and Suttecn: Mayes Gardens, Ancoats: H. M. Fait- 
hurst, MA, ARIBA, Manchester (William Gornall 
and Sons, Ltd., Bolton). 

Tarvin RDC: Clutton: T. Pritchard, Reg. Arch. 
MIMunE, Surveyor to Council (Henry Jones and Sons, 
Holt, Nr. Wrexham). i 

South Eastern: Crawley Development Corporation: 
Site I, Three Bridges: A. G. Sheppard Fidler, MA, 
FRIBA (now City Architect, Birmingham) (Carltoo 
Contractors, Ltd., Eltham, SE9). 

Battle RDC: Trojans Plat, Winchelsea: A. i. 
Neave, FRIBA, Battle (John Perigoe and Son. Rye). 

Wales: Beaumaris BC and Beaumaris Hows 
Association: Cae Bricks: S. C  Foulxes, MAré 
FRIBA, Colwyn Bay (J. C. Evans, Ltd., Birkenhead) 
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TRADE NEWS 

Emulsion Paint’s Certificate 

T. and W. Farmiloe, Ltd., of Westminster, 
announce that their Nine Elms emulsion 
paint has recently been examined by the 
Roya! Institute of Public Health and Hygiene, 
and has been awarded the Certificate of the 
Institute. 


Power Loader 


A loader which is claimed to combine 
all the advantages of the front-end multi- 
purpose loader with those of the more 
specialised overhead type was introduced 
by W. E. Bray and Co., Ltd., Faggs-road, 
Feltham, Middlesex, at the Mechanical 
Handling Exhibition which opened last 
Wednesday, June 9. Known as the “ Dua- 
loader.” it has a control which allows the 
bucket to be power-crowded while still in the 
pile. The unit is powered by the Fordson 
diesel engine, and a full range of buckets 
and normal front-end loader attachments 
will be available. 


Air Conditioner 

The Longford Engineering Co., Shripney- 
road, Bognor Regis, are now producing their 
1954 one-third hp window-fitting “Lec” 
air conditioner. This gives an output of 
4,500 BTUs on 230 volts, 50 cycles, and 
has been designed in a variety of colours 
to give an attractive appearance. It can be 
supplied to either 50 or 60 cycles, 110 or 
220 volts, and it is fitted with ventilating 
flaps, micro mechanism, manual-reset low- 
voltage protector, and replaceable-type air 
filter. Shortly to be incorporated is the 
company’s patented arrangement for con- 
verting the unit by a switch to a heat pump, 
by reversing the refrigeration cycle, to warm 
the room on cool days or evenings. 


Movable Partitions 


A low-cost movable internal partition 
system is being manufactured by Internal 
Constructions, Ltd., Invicta House, 11-13, 
Cheapside, EC2, under the name of “ Inter- 
con Movable Walls.” Basically the par- 
titioning materials are of a sandwich 
construction faced on either side with a 
range of materials to produce a variety of 
finishes. At present the standard cores are 
either insulation board or granulated cork, 
and the finishes include hardboard, laminated 
plastic sheeting and incorporated decorative 
sheet such as “Formica.” Alternative 
finishes to suit individual requirements can 
be made to order. The standard panels 
measure 8 ft. by 4 ft., have an overall 
thickness of 14 in., and an approximate 
weight of 24 Ib./sq. ft. 


Plastics Tubes and Joints 


Evered and Co., Ltd., Surrey Works, 
Smethwick 40, Staffs, have issued a pamphlet 
describing the properties, specification and 
application of their “‘ Everex” plastics tubes 
and “ Evroc” plastics joints. The tube is 
manufactured in accordance with BS1972 
from polythene material, initially designed 
for use in cold water plumbing systems. It 
IS not suitable for hot liquids. Among the 
advantages claimed for these tubes are their 
flexibility and frost resistance. In the latter 
case this is due to two properties: First, 
the material is a good heat insulator which 
delays the effects of an external freezing 
temperature upon the liquid in the tube and. 
second, should a persistent low temperature 
cause freezing, the elasticity of the tube 


allows for the resultant expansion and con- 
traction. 
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Hardboard Exhibit 


A permanent exhibit has recently been 
installed at the Building Centre, Store-street, 
WC, by Svenska Cellulosa AB, manufac- 
turers of Kramfors hardboard. The main 
carcase of the stand is constructed of both 
the “ Crown” and “ Double Crown ” types of 
board, and small display panels show various 
types of paint and enamel finishes. Martin 
Olsson and Sons, Ltd., Melbourne House, 
Aldwych, WC2, are agents for these hard- 
boards. 


Earth Moving Equipment 


Approved by the Ford Motor Company 
for use with the Fordson Major with Mark 3 
county full tracks are the two latest Onions 
earth moving equipments, the model 3-4 
scraper and the model 10 cable control unit. 
The scraper has a struck and heaped capa- 
city of 2.7 and 3.6 cu. yd. respectively, and 
is designed for operation with tractors of 
more than 6,000 lb. drawbar pull. The 
cutting blade is 5 ft. 4 in. wide in.comparison 
with the overall width of 6 ft. 1 in., the 
relatively small overhang permitting close 
cutting to high banks. A high apron lift 
enables loads to be ejected quickly by the 
central thrust tailgate, and is particularly 
useful for sticky materials. The open bowl 
system gives greater stability for operating 
over rough ground, and the minimum turn- 
ing circle of the scraper is 15 ft. 7 in. The 
model 10 cable control unit is double drum 
and rear mounted, and can be used for any 
cable-operated equipment employing up to 
¢ in. diameter rope used with the Fordson 
Major. 
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Waterproof Sheeting 


A leaflet containing details of their bitu- 
minous sheeting for waterproofing and tank- 
ing can now be obtained from Permanite, 
Ltd., 455, Old Ford-road, E3. This sheet- 
ing consists of pure bitumen stabilised with 
graded mineral fillers and reinforced with 
a base of woven hessian. It is sufficiently 
flexible to resist fracture when subjected to 
the movement which may occur during 
normal settlement of a building. 


Window Walls 


A catalogue introducing their “ Windo- 
grid” system of continuous fenestration is 
being produced by Henry Hope and Sons, 
Ltd., 17, Berners-street, W1, and is entitled 
“Hope’s Window Wall.” It iilustrates 
various contracts which the firm have 
carried out since 1935, where pressed metal 
mullions and sub-frames have been used to 
form these window walls. Architects and 
engineers are invited by the firm to apply 
for copies of the catalogue. 


Industrial Heating 


A system of direct air heating designed 
to meet the needs of factories from 3,000 
sq.-ft. to 20,000 sq.-ft. floor area is being 
marketed by Tropicaire, Ltd., Ashford Com- 
mon, Ashford, Middlesex. Using gas oil 
as its fuel, the system is understood to offer 
heating at a lower operating cost and smaller 
capital expenditure, giving an overall heat 
efficiency output of 80 per cent. of the fuel’s 
calorific value. Air is filtered, heated and 
circulated, and the oil-fired unit reaches 
maximum output within 10 minutes of start- 
ing. A specialised service for the calcula- 
tion of the inquirer’s heating loads to 
maintain the required temperature is avail- 
able without obligation from the manufac- 
turers. 


Flexible Beams 


Readily-adjustable flexible beams are being 
made available for sale or hire by Kwikform, 
Ltd., 66 Victoria-street, SW1. . The main 
advantages of “ Flex-Beam” equipment, in 
the field of shell concrete construction, is that 
the length of the beam can be adjusted, and 
a small radius curve can be obtained. Dis- 
tributed loads .of up to 34 tons can be 
supported, and the upper member is per- 
forated to allow for fixing of timber. Normal 
tubular scaffolding can be used for support. 
In addition to their use for supporting con- 
crete formwork, the beams can be used in 
connection with brick arches and centring. 
A grid arch system developed by the com- 
pany enables the construction of buildings 
with clear spans up to 40 ft. to all lengths 
to suit requirements. 


Crane Making Film 

The raging heat of the blast furnaces and 
the glare of molten steel inevitably create 
an atmosphere alive with dramatic force. 
Such scenes have been used with good effect 
in a new film on the manufacture of cranes 
which has been issued by George Cohen Sons 
and Co., Ltd., Wood-lane, W12. Made in 
colour, the film is somewhat different from 
the usual type of commercial production in 
that in putting over the story it relies more 
on its pictorial quality than on the spoken 
word. There is a commentary, however, by 
Mr. John Slater, who appropriately adopts 
his casual storyteller technique. Typical of 
the lighthearted treatment of the film is the 
final sequence in which the top of an egg is 
dented by a 6-ton weight suspended by a 
Jones KL66 mobile crane. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Owa Correspondents] 


* Australia—Mr. R. P. Siemon, 363, 
Queen-street, Brisbane, is proposing to set 
up as a manufacturers’ agent in Brisbane, 
and would be interested to hear from UK 
firms seeking representation for builders’ 
hardware. As Mr. Siemon will be in this 
country later in the summer, interested UK 
firms should write to him c/o Bank of New 
South Wales, 47, Berkeley-square, London, 
W1. Telephone inquiries should be made 
to the Board of Trade, Export Services 
Branch, Chancery 4411, Extension 862. 


Burma.—According to unofficial infor- 
mation, agreements have now been signed in 
Burma for various stages of survey for five 
hydro-electric projects. These are distri- 
buted as follows: The Pyaung Sho Rapids 
scheme has been awarded to a group of 
British firms for preliminary investigation. 
The group, which comprises the English 
Electric Co., George Wimpey and Co., Ltd., 
and the British Insulated Callender’s Con- 
struction Co., have retained Sir Alexander 
Gibb and Partners as consultants. This 
assignment may be the largest individual 
project, and when the preliminary investiga- 
tion has been made it will be possible to 
assess the merits of a detailed survey. 

The Baluchaung project has been awarded 
to a Japanese firm for a detailed survey and 
the Mohaing Falls project has been awarded 
to a Yugoslav organisation for investigation 
and preliminary survey. These projects 
will create a demand for large quantities of 
electric cable. Yugoslav experts are to 
assist the Burmese to mine their own metals 
for the manufacture of these cables. 

It has also been announced that Britain 
will get an order for eleven 1,000 kw diesel 
generators which are required for these pro- 
jects. Other generators are being purchased 
from Germany. 


Iraq.—British Insulated Callender’s Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., have announced the 
receipt from the Iraq Development Board of 
an order, worth £69,000, for the supply of 
six Callender-Hamilton bridges. Designed 
to carry full Ministry of Transport loading, 
the bridges will provide a double carriageway 
24 ft. wide, together with footways for 
pedestrian traffic cantilevered outside the 
main girders. 


Malaya.—The President of the Malacca 
Municipal Council in the Federation of 
Malaya has asked for $24m. over the next 
five years from the Colonial Development 
and Welfare Fund so that a water-borne 
sewerage system can be planned and started. 
A request has been made for an immediate 
grant of $80,000 to conduct a survey without 
delay. 

A large factory for the manufacture of 
soft drinks is being constructed at Butter- 
worth. The building will be made of con- 
crete, and the steel frame is said to cost 
in the region of $}m. Engineers are now 
making preliminary surveys for the giant 
hydro-electric scheme for the Central Elec- 
tricity Board in the Cameron Highlands. 
This scheme, which will link up with the 
Malayan grid, has been under consideration 
for many years. It is expected that the 
scheme will take up to ten years to complete. 


New Zealand—The New Zealand Cabinet 
has approved a sum of £64m. for this year’s 
school-building programme. This is £700,000 
more than was provided last year. Accord- 
ing to the NZ Ministry of Education, a huge 
building programme comprising about 55 








*From the Board of Trade “Special Register in- 
formation Service. 
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items has been approved. It is estimated 
that by 1960 the number of schools will 
have been doubled. The building policy for 
the University centres will entail the expendi- 
tutre of between £14m. and £2m. during 
the next six or seven years. A science wing 
will be constructed at Victoria University 
College, Wellington. Auckland and Christ- 
church will have new engineering schools, 
and a second dental school is to be built 
at Dunedin. The first project to be started 
will probably be the science block at Vic- 
toria University College. 


* USA.—Messrs. Maryland Modern Hous- 
ing of 5715 Southwestern Boulevard, Balti- 
more, have expressed interest in representing 
a UK manufacturer of prefabricated build- 
ings. Messrs. Joe Brown and Kanade, princi- 
pals of the Baltimore concern, have stated that 
they believe that the smaller type of structure 
would be the one most likely to be saleable 
in Maryland and the surrounding districts 
and have requested quotations for summer 
cottages suitable for beach, mountain and 
recreational purposes with an area of, say, 
150 sq. ft. to 300 sq. ft. They would require 
a bare building without utilities for sanitation 
or electricity as these would be incorporated 
locally from indigenous materials. The 
buildings should not be of metal or stone, 
but of wood or wood substitutes. Any 
inquiries by telephone to Chancery 4411, 
Extension 860. 


British Trade Week, Canada 


The UK Trade Commissioner at Winnipeg 
has reported fhat the Provincial Govern- 
ments of Manitoba and Saskatchewan have 
proclaimed the week of September 6-11, 
1954, to be observed as British Trade Week 
throughout the two Provinces. This event, 
which will be the sixth in succession, is now 
looked upon as an annual autumn promotion 
and receives good support from the leading 
stores, wholesale houses, Provincial Govern- 
ments, Municipal Authorities and the Press. 

The Trade Week is essentially a publicity 
campaign to draw the special attention of the 
buying public to the British goods available 
in the local shops and to develop in the 
minds of the people the need for two-way 
trade with Britain. Immediate results are 
not readily discernible, but it is clear the 
Trade Week helps considerably to stimulate 
the sales of British goods and this fact has 
been emphasised many times by the local 
representatives of United Kingdom firms. 
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COASTAL FLOODING 


Thames Barrier Plan 


(THE report of the departmental committee 
appointed to study coastal flooding after 
the east coast disaster in January last year, 
has been published by HM Stationery Oifice, 
Except in connection with the protection of 
London against flooding, the committee do 
not make any recommendations in regard 
to the technical design of the defence works, 
The report states that the committee have 
read with interest the papers prepared for the 
North Sea Floods Conference of the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers and they are satisfied 
that engineers are considering these questions 
very carefully and that the best results will 
be secured from expenditure on coast 
defence. The report continues: 

“In a number of places there are defences 
consisting of earthen banks behind the first 
line of defence and in some cases they were 
constructed as first-line defences centuries 
ago. There are also examples of cross banks 
between the first and second defence line, 
dividing the area liable to flooding into 
“boxed” compartments. Where these de- 
fences have been maintained they serve a 
valuable purpose in the event of flooding by 
restricting the extent of land inundated. 

“Furthermore, money may be saved on 
front-line defences in favourable circum- 
stances by the existence of a good second 
line. The value of a second-line defence 
depends upon the nature of the country and 
in particular on the use of land between the 
first and second line. Some old second-line 


defences have been allowed to fall into dis- 


repair or have been deliberately removed and 
ploughed down. We consider that, subject 
to examination of local circumstances, exist- 
ing second-line defences should be maintained 
and consideration might well be given to the 
construction of new. second-line defences, 
where the potential benefit justifies the cost.” 

The committee considered several sugges- 
tions on how to prevent the Thames over- 
flowing. One method, which they thought 
warranted further investigation, was to inter- 
pose a suitable structure across the portion 
of the river between Purfleet and Greenhithe 
known as Long Reach. This structure would 
be provided with “ gates” so as to leave the 
waterway clear except on the rare occasions 
of impending high flood when it became 
necessary ‘to operate the “gates.” The 
report refers to a detailed experiment on this 
scheme which was> carried out on a model 
and states: 

“‘In this experiment a_ structure was 
lowered into the river to varying depths; it 
showed that if by such means the waterway 
was closed gradually in 30 minutes, starting 
four hours before the expected arrival of the 
peak of the tide-cum-surge, to the extent 
necessary to reduce the waterway by 90 per 
cent., maximum water levels at London 
Bridge would be lower by about 5 feet. With 
this degree of closure, maximum water levels 
downstream would not be increased. 

“This is clearly a most interesting possi- 
bility, but one which involves formidable 
engineering and financial considerations, and 
we do not think we can do more than sét 
out the technical problem together with this 
suggestion which has been made to us for 2 
solution. We think it important, however, 
that this suggestion should be investigated 
and a decision reached as quickly as possible, 
since the decision as to basic methods of pro- 
tection will necessarily govern the executive 
works to be undertaken by the responsible 
authorities.” 
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Initial Deposit for House Purchase 


HE Secretary of State announced in the 
House of Commons on June 3 that, 
following negotiations with the local auth- 
ority associations and the building societies’ 
associations, a scheme for reducing the 
initial deposit made by persons purchasing 
their own homes is to be introduced in Scot- 
land. 

The scheme is broadly similar to that an- 
nounced recently for England and Wales, but 
there are slight modifications to take account 
of differences in Scottish law and practice. 


Theatre for Dumfries 


A THEATRE to seat 800 persons is to be 
built at Dumfries, by Dumfries and District 
Arts and Community Association at an esti- 
mated cost of £18,000. Applications have 
been made for grants to national and local 
bodies, and with funds in hand £10,000 is 
likely to be available for the project. The 
association wish to broaden the interest in 
the theatre as much as possible and an 
appeal is to be launched this week for the 
recruitment of 1,000 founder members who 
will make a small annual subscription. Plans 
for the theatre have been prepared by a local 
architect, Miss Isobel H. K. Beattie, ARIBA, 
and are now in the hands of Dumfries 
County Council for approval. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Banfishire.—Plans prepared and approved for 14 
houses to be erected at an est. cost of £36,000, for the 
Corporation of Cullen at the Kingswell housing site. 

Council architect is George Legg, Master of 
Works Offices, Cullen, Banff. 

Fifeshire.—CC has "approved of the expenditure of 
over £58,750 on the repairs of schools and school- 
houses for the year ending 1954/1955. The architect 
#2. 3. Lee (A), County-bldgs., St. Catherine’s 
st., Cupar, Fife. 

Glasgow. —Plans prepared and approved for Cooper 
Stores, Ltd.. Howard-st., for alterations and addi- 
tions at their Bishop-st. warehouse, for which _ the 
architect is James Bunyan (A), 32, Herbert-st., Hill- 
head, Glasgow, WC. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for exten- 
sions for the St. Andrews Ambulance Association, to 
be erected at 98/108, North-st., Charing Cross, for 
which the architects are James Munro & Son (F&A), 
307, West George-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—-Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions for the Sisters of Bon Secour de Paris, to 
be carried out at Mansionhouse-rd., for which the 
architect is William J. Gilmour, 31, North Frederick- 
st., George-sq., Glasgow. 





SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FPOLLowING are rates otf wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 

ie... 4 suena 41 3 

: ae ne <in- . 35 0 

ae : inne oe 2 © 

aan 110 0 

Sth 75 lz 9 

For femal le labour, the rates are: 

Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
Probationary period) 3 3 

Operatives on labouring operations (at 

end of probationary period) ; 3 0 








a 
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Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
workshops and stores to be erected by —~ eS 
Watson, Ltd., of 91, Great King-st., 
London-rd., Bridgeton. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
buildings at Provan Gas Works for the Scottish Gas 
Board, Glasgow Division, 20, John-st., for which the 
plans are by The Engineering Department, 5, Hanover- 
st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Corporation has approved alterations and 
additfons to the Galloway residential school, est. to 
cost £27,250. The architect is John MacNab (F.), 
Education ‘Offices, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 


_ Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and addi- 
tions for C.H., Ltd., West Regent-st., to be carried 


Edinburgh, at 
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out at Kirkloe-ter., for which the architect is William 
Patterson (F.), 12, Clifford-st., Paisley-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for scheme of demolition 
and erection of new buildings for Barclay, Curle & 
Co., Ltd., shipbuilders, South-st., which are to be 
built at Whiteinch. The civil engineers are Baptie, 
Shaw & Morton, MM.ICE, 17, Blythswood-sq., 
Glasgow. 

Motherwell-Wishaw.—Lanarkshire CC to have plans 
prepared for new prim. sch. to be erected at the 
Thornlie dist. The architect is William Watt (F.), Edu- 
cation Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans to be prepared for new Civil 
Defence Centre for Falkirk, the Council architect 
— A. C. M. Carroll (A), Master of Works Offices, 

alkirk. 





FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement this 


previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not-included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
ot paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JUNE 14. 

*tNewcastle upon Tyne CC.—Restoration and pre- 
servation of stonework to tower of Cathedral Church 
of St. Nicholas. City Estate and Property Surveyor, 
Town Hall. Tenders by July 5. 

*tNewcastle upon Tyne CC.—Restoration and pre- 
servation of stonework, Earl Grey Monument. City 
Estate and Property Surveyor, Town: Hall. Tenders 


by July 5 
JUNE 15. 
*}Worthing BC.—Alterations and additions to the 
Assembly Hall. BE, Town Hall. 


JUNE 16. 

*+Bristol CC.—(a) Four houses at King’s-dr., 
Bishopston; (b) 12 houses at Huntingham-rd., Withy- 
wood; (c) eight flats and 21 houses at Sherrin-walk, 
Withywood; (d) 33 houses at Redford-cres., Withy- 
wood; (e) seven houses at Eastwood, ~~ © 
one doctor’s house at Hartcliffe. City A. Dep. £ 
each contract. 

*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Bd.—Two villas, Scalebor Park 
Hospital, Burley-in-Wharfedale. R. B. Armistead (F), 
Booth-st., Bradford, 1. Dep. £2 2s. 

* Reg. Hosp. Bd.—Villa, Westwood Hospital, 
Clayton Heights, Bradford. Architect to Board, Park- 
par., Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. 

++Plymouth City C.—Erection of “ee shops and 
three maisonettes at Beacon Park. H. J. W. Stirling, 
ARIBA, City A, Seymour-rd , RK Dep. £3 3s. 


pages of and 


JUNE 17. 
*+Enfield UDC.—63 flats at E&s. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 7. 
*Glasgow Corpn.—Several works for 268 houses, 
Castlemilk. Architectural and Planning Dept., 20, 
Trongate, Cl. 


London-rd. 
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JUNE 18. 

*tBathavon RDC.—Erection of 11 houses at Combe 
Down. Humphrey = Goldsmith, FRIBA, 18, Gay- 
st., Bath. Dep. £2 2: 

*Bristol City C. -_—— for 47 old people, Manor 
Farm, Horfield. J. Nelson Meredith (F.), City A. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*tHampshire CC.—Foundations, heating chamber 
and site works in connection with Havant Barncroft 
Farm jun. sch. (prefabricated construction). County 
A, The Castle, Winchester. 

*tNorthampton BC.—Erection of (1) 38 flats and 
(2) 33 dwellings at Castle-st. (Central Redevelopment 
Area) and (3) 71 flats and maisonettes at Eastfield 
estate. Boro’ A, Guildhall, Northampton. Dep. 
2 2s. Tenders by July 19. 

JUNE 23. 

*Lichfield City C.—Approved list of civil engineer- 
ing contractors for selective tendering. D. Ogleby. 
City E&S. 

*Lichfield City.—Approved list of building con- 
tractors. D. Oglesby. City E&S. 


JUNE 25S. 

*tEast Suffolk CC.—Erection of four classrooms 
and extension of cloakrooms, etc., at Holbrook sec. 
mod. sch. and demolition of two classrooms and their 
replacement by new cloakroom, staff rooms, etc. 


County A, Symcox, FRIBA, County Hall, 
Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. each project. Tenders by 
July 19. 


JUNE 26. 

*tBeds CC.—Farm buildings at (a) Hoo Farm, 
Kempston; and (b) Trinity College Smallholdings, Great 
Barford. County Land Agent, Shire Hall, -Bedford. 

*+Bridgwater.—150 houses and bungalows at Syden- 
ham estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tNorth Riding Cc.—fire Station at ro 


Yorks. County A, Northallerton. Dep. £2 


JUNE 28. 

*Ellesmere Port UDC.—Prefab concrete hutting, of 
floor area approximately 13,500 sq. ft. E&S. Dep. 
£1 Is. 

*Frinton and Walton UDC.—£ight bungalows, 
Second-ave. housing estate. V. G. Scamell, architect, 
123, High-st., Walton-on-the-Naze. Dep. £3 3s. 

Skipton UDC.—24 bungalows on Horse-cl. estate. 
E&S, Town Hall, Skipton. Dep. £2 2s. 

Tynemouth C.—Dwellings at Chirton Grange 
North, North Shields. (1) 16 houses, (2) 15 houses, 
(3) 32 houses, (4) 36 flats, (5S) 37 houses, (6) 38 houses, 
(7) 42 houses. 16. Northumberland- -sq., North 


Shields. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

*West Riding CC.— Adaptation of ‘* Harlow 
Court,’”” Harlow Hill, Harrogate, in _ residential 
nursery. County A, “* Bishopgarth,’’ Westfield-rd., 
Wakefield. 


*Wrexham BC.—Six offices and attested cattle shed, 


Smithfield. J. M. Davies, BE&S, 31, Chester-st. 
£1 Is. 
JULY 2. ; 
*Esher UDC.—18 flats, Faraday-rd. site, West 


Molesey. E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 

Leng Eaton.—38 houses and 14 garages in two 
blocks of six and eight at Petersham-rd. housing estate. 
E&S, Town Hall, Long Eaton. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne CC.—14 police houses at 
Bentinck-rd. City A. 
*Runcorn RDC.—47 houses at Cobbs Quarry 


B. Preston, BSc, AMICE, Castle 
Dep. £2 2s. 


estate, Appleton. ‘ 
Park, Frodsham, Warrington. 


*tWest Sussex CC.—Secondary modern school, 
Billingshurst. County A, Chichester. 
JULY 5. 
*Dartford BC.—51 dwellings and 7 garages, Temple 
Hill, BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 6. 
*Barnes BC.—Erection of 72 flats, 12 lock-up 
garages at Priests Bridge, Upper Richmond-rd., SW14. 


BE&S, Municipal Offices, Sheen-la., SW14 
*Reading CB.—Extension to the furnace room with 
ancillary accommodation to the crematorium, Henley- 


rd. cemetery. Boro’ A, Town Hall, Reading. 
JULY 12. : 
*Bournemouth CB.—Alterations, vestibule and 
lavatories, Grand Hall. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s 
JULY 13. 


*West Riding of Yorks CC.—Two-bay fire station 
in Cumberworth-rd., Skelmanthorpe. County A, 
Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 
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PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JUNE i4. 

*+Bristol EC.—Conversion of heating and hot water 
system at the College of Technology, Unity-st., from 
solid fuel to oil. Hoare, Lea & Partners, 21, Oakfield 
rd., Bristol, 8. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 22. 

JUNE 23. 

*t+tHampstead BC.—1 ,500 yds. chain link fencing, 
Westcroft estate, N' P. H. Harrold, 

Leeds Regional oop, Brd. —Heating and elec- 


veel services, County Hospital, York. A to Board, 
Park-par., Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. each. Tenders by 
July 26. 

JUNE 24. 


*Harrow BC.—Lavatory wash basins for 437 houses. 
J. H. Melville Richards, BE&S. Dep. £ 
JULY 1. 
*Leyton BC.—86 steel clothing lockers. BE&S. 
*Slough BC.—External painting 90 and 79 houses, 
Bailiff Court. BE. 





JULY 5. 

*West Riding of Yorks CC.—Engineering services at 
residential nursery, Walton-la., Sandal, Wakefield. 
County A. 

JULY 7. 


*Bournemouth CB.—New seating gallery, Pier 
Approach Baths, Bath-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Chertsey UDC.—44 Beeston belles” ‘and HW 


systems in council houses at Chertsey and Addlestone. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JUNE 24. 
Wortley RDC.—Resurfacing works to Sheffield- 
oy “a county road (A. 57). E&S, Sheffield. Dep. 
S. 


JUNE 25. 

Hartley Wintney RDC.—Main drainage of Hawley 
and Yateley. Howard Humphries & Sons, 191, 
Victoria-st., Westminster. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
July 2. 

JULY 3. 

Chard RDC.—Laying of asbestos cement water 
main with fittings. Allen & Webber, consultant 
een: Half Moon-st., Sherborne, Dorset. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

Sutton and Cheam BC.—Private street works at 
Woodbury-dr. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 5. 

Liverpool City C.—About one mile pipe sewer, 

contract No. 2, Kirkby main drainage. City E&S. 


Dep. £3. 
JULY 6. 

Hatfield RDC.—Road surfacing works at Welham 
Green. J.-H. Parker, ARIBA, 82, Gt. North-rd., 
Hatfield. Dep. £5 5s. 

JULY 10. 

Wantage RDC.—Construction of (1) West Challow, 
and (2) East and West Hanney sewerage schemes. C, 
Council Offices, Belmont, Wantage. Dep. £2 2s. 
each scheme. 

JULY 12. 


*Staffs, Potteries Water Board.—Coopers Green 
pumping station for Peckforton water supply, near 
Audley, Newcastle-under-Lyme (contract ‘‘ K’’). 
G. H. Hill & Sons (Manchester), engineers, 51, 
Mosley-st., Manchester, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 


JULY 14. 

*Huntingdon RDC.—Works for Sawtry main 
drainage and Brampton sewage disposal works. 
Pick, Everard, Keay & Gimson, engineers, 6, Mill- 
stone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. each. 


JULY 26. 
Swindon BC.—iim. galls. capacity concrete reser- 
voir. BS & Water E. Dep. £5. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Horncharch.—EstateE Layvourt.—Recommendations 
have been made to UDC that the Housing Com. be 
empowered to decide the layout of that part of the 
housing estate at Rainham-rd. and South End-rd., 
Hornchurch, which UDC propose to acquire. 

Hornchurch.—Factory.—TP approval has been 
given to an amended plan submitted by H. Webb 
(Bidrs.), Ltd., contractors, Bridge-yard, Gallows 
Corner, Romford, for the erection of a factory pro- 
viding caretaker’s living quarters at Bryant-ave. 

Hornchurch.—DweL_iinc Houses.—Proposals by 
A. C. Salinger, Ltd., for the erection of 10 dwelling 
houses at the sites of Nos. 1-10 on plan, Corbets 
Tye-rd., Upminster, have been given TP consent. 

Hornchurch.—Houses.—TP approval has been 
given to the erection of 42 dwelling houses on sites 
at Avon-rd., Crouch Valley, and The Lees, Upminster, 
as proposed by E. E. Cross & Sons, builders, 162, 
Balgores-la., Gidea Park, Romford. 

Horncharch.—Dwetiinc Houses.—TP Com. have 
approved the erection of three dwelling houses on the 
plots 649 to 652, Roseberry-gdns., Cranham, as pro- 
posed by David Salmon, Ltd., builders, 255, Chase 
Cross-rd., Romford. 

Hornchurch.—Estate.—By-law permission has been 
granted to proposals by G. West & Co., Ltd., for 
the erection of 26 dwelling houses on the sites of 
Nos. 278 to 280, Upminster-rd. and Nos. 3 to 26 on 
a new street off Upminster-rd., Rainham. 

Horncharch.—Dwetiincs.—The erection of three 

























THE BUILDER 


23 and 25, 


dwellings on the sites of Nos. 21, 
Holden-way, Upminster, as proposed by Upminster 
Estates, Ltd., 59, Station-rd., Upminster, has been 
given by-law permission. 

(PROVINCIAL) 


Barnoldswick (Yorks)—UDC propose erection of 
further 30 houses at Coates estate. 

Berwick.—TC to let contract for the erection of 62 
houses at West Field. Plans are by J. Armitage, BS, 
Municipal-bldgs. 

illingham-on-Tees.—UDC- approved plans by ICI, 
Ltd., for proposed transformer house, electrostatic 
precipitator, hydrovac plant and boilerhouse; and also 
for sec. mod. sch. east of Marsh House-ave., for 
Durham CC. Plans for the latter are by the County 
A, Court-la., Durham. 

Birkenhead.—Plans submitted to BC: 741 units of 
residential accommodation and 10 shops with flats 
above at Woodchurch-rd., Holm-la. and Flat-la. for 
Boultons (Bebington), Ltd., School-la., Upper Bebing- 
ton. Plans by Richard Davies, Son & Escolme, 167, 
Old Chester-rd., Birkenhead.—Erection of 52 houses 
at south side Greasby-rd. for Superstructures 
(Southern), Ltd., 23, Baker-st., Liverpool. Plans sub- 
mitted by J. Rimmer & Son, 48, Castle-st., Liver- 
pool, 2.—Eight houses at Palm-gr., Devonshire-pl., for 
Evans & Williams, Palm-gr. Architect, A. S. Atkin- 
son, Martins Bank-bldgs., Water-st., Liverpool.— 
Eight houses and 14 garages at Mavis- ‘dr., Leeswood- 
rd. and Arrow Park-rd. for S. Burrows & Sons, Ltd., 
Joan-ave., Morton. Architect, J. A. Haddy, 4, Spring- 
vale, Wallasey.—Eight houses at Manor-dr. for M. 
Curlender, Inner Temple, Dale-st., Liverpool, 2. 
Plans by W. J. Phillips, Liverpool School of Archi- 
tecture, 26, Abercrombie-sq., Liverpool, 

Bishop Auckland.—UDC approved redevelopment 
scheme for Witton Park and also recommend similar 
scheme for Counden. Plans by S, J. Ford. 

Blackburn.—Cavendish Furniture Stores, 52, 
Victoria-bldgs., Market-pl., propose rebuilding of 
premises. 

Blackpool.—Presbyterian Auths. propose erection 
of church at corner of Plymouth-rd. and Carlton-ave., 
Layton, £14,000 est. Architects, Fairbrother, Hall & 
Hedges, Birley-st., Blackpool. 

Boldon.—J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, is the architect for proposed office block and 
laboratory in Cleadon-la., for Insulating Products, 
Ltd. 

Cheadle.—Wilsons Brewery, Ltd., Newton Heath, 
Manchester, propose erection of new hotel at Grove- 
la. Plans by their own architects’ dept. 

Chester.—Mr. and Mrs. MacFarlane, Mollington, 
Banastre Hotel and Country Club, Parkgate-rd., 
Chester, have purchased Rowton Hall, Whitchurch- 
rd., and propose extensive alterations to form high- 
class country club with residential facilities. 

Dudley.—BC propose erection of 2,000 houses, seven 
schools and open spaces on site at Himley-rd. (site 
levelling now proceeding). 

Durham.—CC approved plans by the County A 
(G. R. Clayton) for the first stage of a proposed fire 
station at Bishop Auckland. The total scheme will 
cost £34,000. CC to be allocated £15,000 next. year 
and a similar amount the following year for proposed 
fire brigade headquarters at Framweligate Moor, 
Durham. CC is being recommended to include in 
its 1955- 56 building programme proposals for the erec- 
tion of 25 family group homes to cost £5,500 each 
(including £4,300 for the building work). 

Durham.—CC to build welfare centre and school 
clinic at Hartlepool]. Plans by G. R. Clayton, County 
A, Court-la. 

Felling.—Durham CC to erect four police houses at 
Leam-la. to plans by the County A, Court-la., 
Durham. 

Glendale.—RDC planning 
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houses at Lowick. The surveyor is A. R. 
Council Offices, Wooler. 

Golborne.—George Moss & Sons, Ltd., Pennington. 
rd., Sawmills, Leigh, propose development of lend at 
Newton-rd., Lowton, for new housing scheme, 
Inquiry held. 

Gosforth (Northumberland).—J. T. Bell & Soas, 
builders and contractors, 7, Northumberland-pl., New. 
castle-on-Tyne, to erect houses at Brunton Park north 
of Fencer Hill, Gosf 


Field, 


orth. 

Hartlepool.—Durham CC to let contract for the 
erection of a child welfare centre and school clinic at 
West View, Hartlepool, County A, G. R. Clayton, 
Court-la., Durham. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—It is proposed to erect another 
72 houses and flats on the Monkton-la. No. 1 housing 
scheme and plans and estimates are also beixg pre- 
pared for houses and flats in the Carr-st. cleared area, 


Ince-in-Makerfield.—UDC received approval for 
erection of two-bedroomed flats at Cemetery-rd.; to 
negotiate tender for further 20 houses at Battersby-st. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—TC intends replacing 2,500 slum 
houses during the next 20 years. The Council’s build. 
ing programme, carried out mainly by direct labour, 
is to be stepped up from 250 to 300 houses and later 
350 houses per annum. BE, H. W. T. Perkins, Town 
Hall, Jarrow. 

Keighley.—F. W. Heaton (Builders), Ltd., 
propose erection of houses and shops between 
Lee-la. and Harden-rd. Inquiry held. 

Leeds.—TC propose erection of hostels for aged 
persons on Seacroft and Swarcliffe estates. 

Liverpool.—Reg. Hosp. Board propose improve- 
ments to ground floor of Rainhall Hosp., £10,167 
est. Architects’ Department, Alexandra-bldgs., 19, 
James-st., Liverpool, 2; to invite fresh tenders for Site 
works at Mill-rd. Maternity Hosp., £13,000 est. 

Liverpool.—TC approved plans for phase II of new 
medical school at Ashton-st., Penbroke-pl. and Moon- 
st. for Liverpool University. Architects, Weightman 
& Bullen, 76, Rodney-st., Liverpool, 1. 

Macclesfield.—MH and LG has allowed appeal of 
Eric Britton & Co., Ltd., Ingersley Vale, Bollington, 
to erect light industrial premises at Kerridge. The 
firm is to submit immediately plans, and, if approved, 
begin work on erection in very near future Plans 
prepared by architects, Dobson Chapman & Pitnrs,, 
LRIBA, Jordangate, Macclesfield. 

Manchester.—Ferguson & Pailin, Ltd., Buckley-st., 
Higher Openshaw, propose erection of engineering and 


Bingley, 
Long 





research building at Edge-la. and Ezard-st., Higher 
Openshaw. Plans by Works E, A. Frances. 
Manchester.—Brookes Biscuit Co., Ltd., propose 


erection of new buildings and reorganisation of factory 
at Wythenshawe estate. Consulting E., Taylor, 
Whalley _& Spyra, 103, Portland-st.—John Mounttors 
& Co., Ltd., Wilson-st. and Colliery-st., Clayton, pro- 
pose two-storey extension to their offices. Architects, 
Moore, Diplock & Associates, 26, Rodney-st., Liver- 
pool.—EC propose erection of primary school at Royle 
Green during 1955. 

Mansfield.—BC approved plans for new Church of 


St Mary’s at Ladybrook Estate. Plans by M. N. 
Lane, 38a, Leeming-st. 
Middlesbrough.—Corp. Catering Com. approved 


plans by BE, J. A. Kenyon, for the conversion of 
Trinity Hall, Corporation-rd., into civic restaurant and 
cafeteria, cost between £20,000 and £30,000 

Middlesbrough.—Plans are being prepared by 
Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, = 
drill hall in Longlands-rd. for North Riding TA and 
site for licensed premises in Ladgate-la. for Vaux 
and Associated Breweries, Ltd. L. Connolly, builder, 
Middlesbrough, to erect 12 houses in Ackiam-rd. to 
plans by T. A. Crawford, 80, Borough-rd., Middies- 
brough. 

Millom.—RDC propose erection of 36 houses at 
the Green, Millom Without. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—EC has received permission to 
include in next year’s building programme a £350, 
scheme for the construction of a seven-storey extension 
at Rutherford College of Technology. City A, G. 
Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C is being recommended 
to erect another 400 houses on the Fawdon estate at 
a cost of £722,000 including roads and sewers. The 
City A is G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle. 

Newton Aycliffe (Durham).—It is proposed to build 
1,500 houses in next three years. Two new schools 
and R.C. school to be built, and start to be made on 
town centre to include 25 shops. 

North Riding.—CC to spend £18,615 on the con 
struction of a fire station on the Hill House estate, 


Richmond. It is also proposed to obtain a site for # 

fire station at Bedale Hall, Bedale. County A, J. R. 

White, County Hall, Northallerton. 
Northumberland.—Ed. Com. received sanction to 


spend £35,000 on extensions to nine schools in county. 
Plans by County A, C. C. Brown, County Hall, New 
castle-on-Tyne. ’ 

Ormskirk.—UDC considering erection of community 
centre at Richmond Estate, Burscough. 

Rugby.—Warwickshire CC propose adaptation of 
Fawsley House, Hillmorton-rd. to form aged persons’ 
home, £19,500 est. 

Salop.—Minsterley Creameries, Ltd., propose further 
extensions to factory. Architect, L. J. Multon, 6, 
Greenfield-cres., Edgbaston, Birmingham 

Seaham.—UDC S§ has been asked to prepare draft 
proposals for a community centre near Queensbury- 

Sedgefield.—RDC to apply for additional allocs- 
tion of 300 houses. S, J. Tarran. 

Sheffield.—TC to lease site at rear of 129, Thoms 
st. to Robert Hugh Bleakley® and Margaret Ethel 
Clements as site for wholesale provision store; site # 
Carlisle-st. and Gower-st. to Mr. Richardson 

site for new motor vehicle repairs depot 
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Shrewsbury.—IC approved in principle erection of 
crematorium at London-rd. 

South Shields.—BE (John Reid) has prepared sketch 
plans for a proposed £75,000 crematorium for TC, and 
Counci! seeking loan sanction_for £16,500 to carry 
out the preliminary work. Factory extensions are 
proposed in Queen-st. for A. J. Wares, Ltd., builders’ 
merch . etc., and the architects are T. A. Page, 
Son and Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields. J. H. 
Morton & Son, Martins Bank-chbrs., South Shields, 
are the architects for RC church at Horsley Hill-sq. 

South Shields.—Licences issued to William Leech, 
Ltd., 2, Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for the erec- 
tion of 44 houses at High Meadow, South Shields, and 
six at Highfield-rd.; Ridley (South Shields), Ltd., 
puilders. for 30 houses in Ridley-gr. and_six touses 
in Marsden-rd.; and Peel and Clouston, Tyne Dock, 
South Shields, for four houses at Cleadon Hill-rd. 

South Shields.—Sheet Metal Works (South Shields), 
Ltd., are contemplating works extensions. 

Spennymoor.—G. H. Gray and Partners, Camden- 
st., North Shields, have prepared plans for 100 houses 
on the Middlestone Moor estate for UDC. Tenders 
are being obtained. is ; 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Plans for new municipal build- 
ings for TC have been revised to include a municipal 
hall, and the cost is now est. at £179,000. The Boro’ 
Ais T. H. Hartley, 28, The Square, Stockton. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—-R DC Housing Com. has 
approved a draft layout plan for 21 houses at Grass 
Croft, Longnewton. ; 

Stockton-on-Tees.—The Durham Diocesan Board of 
Finance, The College, Durham, have inquired about a 
site at Roseworth for a proposed church, hall and 
vicarage. TC received loan sanction for £18,871 for 
the erection of 14 houses at Roseworth. BE (G. 
Cowan) has been asked to suggest sites for a pro- 

day special sch. Schemes contemplated by TC 
include a transport depot to cost £225,000, swimming 
baths £90,000, and widening and reconstruction of 

Dovecot-st. £150,000. 

Stretford.— BC to prepare revised layout for houses, 
community centre, swimming bath and children’s play- 
ground on site bounded by Ripon-rd., Selby-rd. and 
Chatsworth-rd., Barton-rd. Estate. Plans by S.—BC 
approved plans; Gas*'turbine and fuel tank house at 
Mosley-rd. for Metro Vick, Ltd.; club canteen at 
Chester-rd. for Greyhound Racing Assocn. and White 
City (Manchester) Assoc., Ltd.; extension to research 
building at Westinghouse-rd. for Metro Vick, Ltd.; 
storage warehouse at Trafford Park-rd. for Stewarts 
& Lloyds, Ltd., Upper Brook-st., London, WI. 
Architects, B. L. Sutcliffe & Ptnrs., 5, Manchester- 
sq., London, W1; alterations to premises at 54, 
Talbot-rd. for Victoria University of Manchester. 
Plans by their own building department; extensions to 
factory at 780, Chester-rd. for S. Smith & Sons 
(Motor Accessories), Ltd. , ’ 

Sunderland.—_MH has approved a revised estimate 
submitted by TC for new health centre to cost £58,000. 
Boro’ A is H. C. Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd., 
Sunderland. ‘ 

Tottington.—UDC propose erection of 14 aged 
persons’ bungalows at Maple-gr. ‘ 

Tweedside.—Industrial Co-op. Society propose to 
build transport garage at Tweedmouth, cost £10,000. 
Plans by Edward Carden of Scottish Wholesale Co-op. 
Society, Glasgow. om 

Tynemouth.—TC obtaining tenders for the erec- 
tion of 216 houses at Chirton Grange North, North 
Shields. Plans by BE (D. M. O’herlihy), 16, Northum- 
berland-sq.. North Shields. _ 

Upholland.—UDC propose erection of new council 
offices. Sketch plans to be prepared. 

Urmston.—Lancs CC propose erection of C of E 
School of St. Clement at corner Manor-ave. .and 
Queens-rd. Architects, Thorpe & Whyman, Barclays 
Bank-chbrs., Oldham. 

Warwick.—H. Jackson, of Jackson & Edmonds, 
architects, Birmingham, has been appointed by 
Warwick Corpn. as consultant for layout of proposed 
new £14m. Percy housing estate at Warwick. 

West Riding.—EC propose new sec. mod. sch. at 
Roberttown-la., Liversedge. Work to commence later 
this year. 

Workington.—TC propose erection of 10 houses at 
Harrington. ’ : 

Yorks.—Agricultural Society to begin £140,000 
building programme, including development of per- 
manent show ground at Harrogate. For the 1955 
show it is hoped to build a permanent grandstand 
to hold 6,000 people and to increase south bank of 
the ring to take 10,000 standing. Permanent cattle 
sheds for 600 animals planned next year, and further 
two acres for additional trade stands. In the third 
year, other buildings planned, including dining-room 
and small halls. Est. cost will be about £300,000. 





TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
¥ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments, 
Aycliffe (Co. Durham).—Main outfall sewer for 
Precinct “‘C * 5/6 and town centre area at Newton 


Aycliffe, for Aycliffe Dev. Corpn.: *Direct labour, 
£32,972. 

Barrow-in-i'urness.—Erection of 107 dwellings at 
Section 2 of the Abbotsmead housing estate, for BC: 
*Direct Labour, £141,894. 
icester.— {00 dwellings on new_housing site, for 
UDC. Lesslic K. Watson, MA, FRIBA, 6, Gray’s 
Inn-sq., WCl. Quantities by H. M. Millar, FRICS 
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A. C. Carter (Oxford), Ltd., Headington, 


Oxford “ie he = £208,654 
F. H. Lister & Co:, Ltd., Faringdon, Berks 207,627 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., London, WI .. .. 198,854 


F. J. Minns & Co., Ltd., Oxford .. .. 197,334 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., High Wycombe.. 195,352 
George Wimpey & Co., London, W6  .. 192,208 
tC. Bryant & Son, Ltd., Birmingham, 10 189,750 

Birmingham.—268 dwellings at Staplehall Farm 


estate, for TC> *Wates, Ltd., 1258/1260, London-rd., 
Norbury, London, SW16, £516,569. 

Canterbury.—Erection of seven pairs of houses, two 
blocks of three houses, and a single house on the 
York-rd. estate, for City C: *K. A. Hawkes, Ltd., 
£27 S155 

Catterick.—Reconstruction of barrack blocks at 
Catterick Camp, Yorks, at a cost of £170,000: *F. W 
Shepherd & Son, Ltd., York. 

Derby.—Large extensions to Aston Hall Hospital, 
for Sheffield Reg. Hosp. Brd. Architects, Evans, 
Cartwright & Woollatt, Wheeler Gate, Nottingham: 
*W. J. Simms, Son & Cooke, Ltd., Haydn-rd., Sher- 
wood, nr. Nottingham. 

Durham.—Alterations to three smallholdings at 
Seaton Carew, for CC: *G. Evans, Bishopton-la., 
Stockton-on-Tees, £6,290. 

Edinburgh.—Erection of houses and shops at a total 
cost of £107,460, for the Corporation. A. G. Forgie 
(A), Council A, Municipal-bldgs., Parliament-sq., 
High-st., Edinburgh. 12 houses at Silvergrove Park 
(£19,680), 26 at Silverknowes-gr. and Gardens 
(£60,540): *Mactaggart & Mickel, Lid., 10, North St. 
Andrew-st., Edinburgh. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Erection of 100 houses, for 
UDC. R. Morton, Housing A: *John Clark & Son 
(New Seaham), Ltd., Gregson-ter., New Seaham, Co. 
Durham, £135,118. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Erection of 100 houses, for 
UDC. R. Morton, Housing A, Council Offices, Felling: 
*William Leech, Ltd., 2, Clayton-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, £139,262. 

Folkestone.—Erection of flats in North-st., for TC: 
*C. Jenner & Son, Ltd., £41,891. 

Formby.—Erection of five houses at Cheapside, for 


UDC: *Formby Bros., Ltd., Brows-la., Formby, 
£6,464. 

Gateshead.—Offices for Clarke, Chapman & Co., 
Ltd., engineers. Architect, C. S. Errington, 46, 


Grainger-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *David Glen, Ltd., 
Albert-rd., Jarrow-onTyne. A 

lasgow.—Rebuilding of the Lyric Theatre, Sauchie- 
hall-st., after destruction by fire. Frank Burnet, 
Beston & Bell (F&A), architects, 180, Hope-st., Glas- 
gow. Building, brick and allied works, *Peter Thaw 
& Sons, Ltd., 540, Duke-st., Dennistoun, Glasgow. 
Plumbing, sanitary engineering and allied works, 
*Hugh Twaddle & Sons, Ltd., London-rd., Bridgeton. 
Joinery, carpentry and allied works., *Hamilton & 
Forbes, Ltd., Anderston Contracting Works, Hyde- 
park-st. Roof work, *D. Anderson & Sons, Ltd., 
Glasgow. Plaster, lathing and allied works, *John 
MacNiven & Co., Ltd., 15, Inverkip-st. Slating, 
roughcasting and allied works, *William Walker & 
Son (Glasgow), Ltd., 339, Thistle-st., Hutchestown, 
Lanarkshire. 

Glasgow.—Extensions for the Clydesdale Chemical 
Co., Ltd., at 105/147, Millerston-st., Dennistoun. 











“THE BUILDER” 
COST of BUILDING CHART 
Current Edition Ready 


THE Cost of Building Chart 
which Mr. H. }. Venning, FRICS, 
first prepared in 1952 for “‘ The 
Builder’? and reprinted in 1953, has 
now been brought up to date to include 
current materials prices and_ the 
wages increases of 1d. per hour 
(granted as from February 1) and 
of 14d. per hour awarded by the 
National Foint Council to take effect 
on May 24. 

The chart shows (1939 being taken 
as datum at 100) that the level of 
building costs now stands at 332, a 
rise since January, 1953, of 12 points. 

The chart and accompanying table 
of wages increases and guarantees 
since 1939 is being reprinted on light 
card. Copies may be ordered from 
the Publisher, ‘‘ The Builder,’’ The 
Builder House, Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2, price 1s. each, 
plus 3d. postage for any number of 
copies up to 12. Orders for 12 or 
more charts will be sent post free. 
Cash should accompany orders. 
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*Robert Corbett & Sons, Ltd.,68, Bluevale-st., Dennis- 
toun, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Extensions for the Fashions and Textiles 
Distributors (Northern, Ltd.), Carliol-sq., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, at 6/14, Possil-rd., and 7, Farnell-st., Possil- 
park. *The Lion Foundry Co., Ltd. 

High Wycombe.—Erection of. home for elderly 
people to be built on a site at Bassetsbury-la.. High 
Wycombe: *Wycombe and District Housing Associa- 
tion, Ltd., £24,322. 

Huyton-with-Robey.—11 shops and 18 flats on St. 
John’s-rd. East estate, for UDC. Chief A Assistant. 


Frank Gatley, Ltd., Lydiate .. . £48,757 
Peak Const. Co., Ltd., Birkenhead . 46.684 
W. Eaves & Co., Ltd., Blackpool .. 46,000 
*Albert Bros., Ltd., 29, Tynwald-hill, Liver- 

pool, 13 43,962 


Ince-in-Makerfield.—Erection of Kirkless, Higher 
Ince, for a Government Department: *Arc Welding 
Co., Ltd., Bolton. 

Lancs.—Following for EC: Phase 11 of Ashton 
under Lyne College of Further Education, *Unit Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Knutsford, £108,793. Two addi- 
tional classrooms at Darwen gram. sch., *E. F. Davis, 
Ltd., Farnworth, £5,582. Two practical rooms at 
Chadderton boys’ and girls’ cty. sec. sch, *Ashton 
Smethurst, Ltd., Middleton, £8,950. New clinic at 
Kirby, nr. Liverpool, *W. W. Kenney, Ltd., Maghull, 
£7,500. New clinic at Little Hulton, *E. F. Davis, 
Ltd., Farnworth, £7,495. 

Liverpool.—Rebuilding the west block at Aintree 
hosp. for the Reg. Hosp. Brd., 19, James-st., Liver- 
pool, 2: *H. Boot & Sons, Ltd., Heysham-rd., Liver- 
pool, 10, £41,974. © 

Liverpool.—Extensions to premises at Longmoor-!a., 
for Spratts Patents, Ltd.: *Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd., 
Roscoe-st., Liverpool, 1. 

{London (British Railways).—British Railways 
(London Midland Region) announce that the follow- 
ing contracts have been placed: Provision of heating 
and hot water services at Reddish electric locomotive 
depot, *Norris Warming Co., Ltd., 317, Chapel-st., 
Salford, 3. Bored piling to staff dining rooms and 
hotels department buildings in connection with the 
reconstruction of Euston station departure platforms, 
*The Soil Mechanics, Ltd., 65a, Old Church-st., 
London, SW3. mstruction of office accommodation 
at Derby locomotive works, *Edward Wood & Sons, 
Ltd., 70, Park-st., Derby. Renewal of engine shed 
roof, pits and pavings at Workington motive power 
depot, *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 
Surfacing of Soldiers Point Quay and access road at 
Holyhead, *The Penmaenmawr & Trinidad Lake 
Asphalt Co., Ltd., India-bldgs., Water-st., Liver- 
pool, 2. 

LCC.—The undermentioned contracts exceeding 
£2,500 in value have been placed by LCC during the 
period ended May 29: Painting works at Lee Manor 
prim. and sec. schs., Lewisham, *Gray, Conoley & 
Co., Ltd., £5,680. Manufacture, supply, delivery, 
testing and maintenance of 18 eight-person and four 
four-person electric passenger lifts at Loughborough 
estate, Lambeth: *Fhe Express Lift Co., Ltd.. 
Northampton, £48,228. Laying out of gardens to 
blocks A to H and J and Ranelagh estate, Wands- 
worth and Barnes, *Grassphalte, Ltd., Hampton-hill, 
Middlesex, £7,024. Internal and external painting and 
repairs to 22 houses in Cook’s-rd. and Westcott-rd., 
Brandon’ estate, Southwark and Camberwell, 
*Standage & Co., Ltd., Lewisham, £2,931. 

Laying out of gardens to blocks A to D, F to H, J 
and L at Mortimer estate, Hampstead, *George G. 
Whitelegg, Knockholt, Kent, £5,750. Construction 
of pile and beam foundations to seven blocks of 
dwellings at Downham estate extension, Lewisham, 
*The Pressure Piling Co. (Parent), Ltd., Bermondsey. 
£18,083. Painting works at Elfrida prim. sch., SE6. 
*Kind & Co. (Builders), Ltd., £4,090. Extension of 
Salvin-st. to form part of a diversion of Thessaly-rd., 
Patmore estate, Battersea and Wandsworth, *John 
Mowlem & Co., Ltd., Westminster, £8,966. External 
repairs and complete redecoration at Kentish Town 


hoy Institute, *John Mather (Builders), Ltd... 
14,861. 
€London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 


during week ended May 29:— 

Stirlingshire: Building, James Miller & Partners, 
Ltd., Edinburgh. Yorkshire: Miscellaneous, J. Pullan 
& Sons, Ltd., Leeds. Nottinghamshire: Painting and 
decorating, T. Smith, Nottingham. Co. Durham: 
Painting and decorating, J. Arundel & Co. (Louth). 
Ltd., Louth. Derbyshire: Concrete flooring, Herbert 
Ashley, Mansfield. Yorkshire: Roadwork, Modern 
Paviors, Ltd., Shipley. Building work, Lee-Mickle- 
thwait, Ltd., Yorks. 


Hampshire: Sea wall repairs, Wall Bros., Fish- 
bourne, TOW. Wiltshire: Painting and decorating. 
C. A. Hayes & Sons (Painting), Ltd., Bristol, 8 
Berkshire: Building, Espley & Co., Ltd., Evesham. 
Dorsetshire: Painting and decorating, W. T. Pickering 
& Sons, Ltd., Watford. Suffolk: Steel piling and con- 
crete work, May, Guerney & Co., Ltd., Norwich. 
Shropshire: Building, Horace Hoskins, Tunstall. 
Glamorganshire: Road repairs, O. J. Elliott & Co.. 
Ltd., Winterbourne, Bristol. « Perthshire: Miscel- 
laneous, M. Kerrigan & Son, Perth. 

Manchester.—Erection of two large new blocks of 
flats at Platt Court, Rusholme, for Westbourne In- 
vestment Trust: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 50 houses in Minister- 


ley-dr., Radnell-cl. and MHeythrop-dr. Architects. 
Garbutt, Archibald & Archibald, 23, Albert-rd.. 
Middlesbrough: *E. T. Sweeting & Son, Back 


Haymore-st., Middlesbrough. a 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of civil 
control centre in Sackville-rd., for City C. 


defence sub- 
P. Parr. 
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City E: *Purdie Lumsden & Co., 25, Oxford- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £10,189. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Work has commenced on the 


Ltd., 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


THE BUILDER 


erection of a new church on the North Kenton housing 
estate to accommodate 450 people and cost £23,000. 
Architects, Newcombe & Newcombe, 23, Eldon-sq., 

weastle: *J. W. Lowry, Corporation-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

North Shields.—Erection of a RC Church at 
Chirton. Architect, R. Burke, Lambton-rd., New- 
castle-on-Tyne: *T. Curry & Son, 7, Meldon-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Otley.—Erection of additional 93 houses on Part 2, 
Section B of the Weston estate, for UDC: *Geo. 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £120,949. 

Peterlee.—Erection of 310 houses at Acre Rigg, for 
Peterlee Dev. Corpn., Shotton Hall, Castle Eden 
Plans by the Corporation’s Chief A: *Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Romney Marsh. — Erection of ten old people’s 
bungalows at Dymchurch, for RDC: *Haywood and 
Paramor, Ltd., Folkestone, £16,991 (houses, £10,804; 
roads and drainage, £6,187). 

Sedgefield.—Erection at Fishburn of six houses and 
four bungalows, for RDC. Surveyor, J. Tarran’ 
*Direct labour, £10,854. 

Skelton (Yorks).—Erection of 18 houses in Coach- 
rd., for UDC: *John McCreton, Ltd., 61, Kings-rd 
North Ormesby, Middlesbrough. 


June 11 1954 


a. and Mrs. C. Duffy, 4, Whitby-ave., Manches. 
ter 16. 

R. Sproston, Ltd. (530482.) Regd. March 17, 
Wall-la., Nantwich, Ches., bldr. and contractor. Nom, 
cap.: £12,000. Dirs.: R. Sproston and Freda Sproston, 
Standon Hse., Birch-la., Nantwich. 

Cunningham and Egan (Builders), Ltd. (530524) 
Regd. March 18, Sag Clarges-st., Piccadilly, Wl. Nom, 
cap.: £1,000. ap i Cunningham, 20, Plympion-rd,, 
NW6. 

Macewan Construction, Ltd. (530554.) 
March 18, Midland Bank-chbrs., Marton-rd., Middles. 
brough, bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom cap.: 
£5,000. Dir.: Patricia D. Lodge, Cliveden, Green. 
wood-rd., Stockton-on-Tees. 

Northern Tubular Buildings, Ltd. (530561.) Regd, 
March 18 Nom. cap.: £100.  Dir.: W. G. Bartlett, 
21. Belle Vue-rd., Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

R. Robertson and Ptnrs. (Plasterers), Ltd. (530571,) 
Regd. March .18, Forsdicks Yard, Senko apptom, 
Wallington, Surrey. Nom. cap. £200. Dir.: R. E.G 
Robertson, Court Farm, Warlingham, Surrey. 

Waverley Contractors, Ltd. (530580.) Regd. March 
18, Station-chbrs., Selbourne-rd., E17, bldrs., ete 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: C. W. Simpkin, Calroy 
Hse., Whitehall-rd., Woodford Green, Essex 7 


Regd, 





————— 
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South Shields.—Work is in hand on the erection of 
a public-house in Mortimer-rd., for W. B. Reid & 
Co., Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Architects, J. H. 
Morton & Son, Martins Bank-chbrs., Fowler-st., South 
Shields: *Henderson Brothers, Smith-st., Tyne Dock, 
South Shields. 
Wallsend.—Extensions at the Wallsend shipyard of 
Swan, Hunter & Wigham Richardson, Ltd.: *Purdie 
& Lumsden, Oxford-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Whickham (C. Durham).—Work has started on the 
first stage of a proposed £30,000 club for the Lobley- 
q hill Residents’ Association. Architect, J. M. Angus, 
21, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *R. W. Bell & 
Co. (Builders), Ltd., Mistletoe-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
: Yeovil.—Erection of 13 houses and two bungalows 
on the Sunningdale estate, for T.C: *Gregory Con- 
THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY struction (South Western), Ltd., £19,520. 
GANISATION NEW COMPANIES 
REPRESENTATIVE OR THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
IN THE KINGDOM and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 
Bleasdale Brothers (Contractors), Ltd. (530444.) 
Regd. March 17, bldrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. Dir.: F. Bleasdale, 51, Huntscross-ave., Wool- 
ton. Liverpool. 
M. J. Duffy, Ltd. (530472.) Regd. March 17, Position 
49-61, Moss-la. West, Manchester 15, bldrs. and demo- CEMENT 
lition contractors. Nom. cap. £1,000. Dirs.: M. J. ASSOCL 
and Resea 
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